
Barrus Day began with a mass in memory 
of Father Barrus at St. Joseph Catholic 
Church. Following the mass was a lunch-
eon hosted by Alumni Affairs. At the lunch-
eon, Dr. Mary Cimarolli spoke of how she 
came to write Dr. Barrus‟s biography, and 
Monsignor Henry Petter spoke of his long 
friendship with Dr. Barrus and performed a 
few numbers on the harmonica. In the af-
ternoon in the Hall of Languages, distin-
guished alumnus Dr. Ralph Wood, now of 
Baylor University, delivered a lecture titled 
“Flannery O‟Connor‟s „A Good Man Is Hard 
to Find‟: Why East Texas No Longer Be-
longs to the Bible Belt.” The day‟s events 
concluded with a panel of friends, relatives, 
and students sharing remembrances of Dr. 
Barrus. 

The Mayo Review 

Submit to The Mayo Review:  mayoreview@gmail.com 

  Schedule of  Remaining Events:  for 2010   

Thursday, May 6     7:30pm     The Spot, Open Mic 

  

          Remember to look here for future Mayo Review Events 

For further updates, see our Facebook page and our blog:  http://mayoreview.blogspot.com 

 N E W S L E T T E R 

April 2010 Volume 2, Issue 2 

 The Department Of   

 Literature & Languages 

Inside this issue: 

Literature and Lan-

guages has new film 

studies certificate  

2 

Dr. Karen Roggenkamp  

has been keeping up 

with the news 

3 

Alumni  ambassador Jim 

Latham 
4 

Open Mic in April 4 

New Department Head 4 

“A Member of the Texas A&M 

Systems” 

On April 9, former students and 
colleagues gathered to cele-
brate and honor Dr./Father Paul 
Wells Barrus, department head 
of the Department of Literature 
and Languages from 1952-
1972, and to celebrate the re-
lease of Dr. Mary Cimarolli‟s 
biography of Dr. Barrus Man of 
Grace. 

Born in 1902 in Winterset, Iowa, Dr. Paul Wells Barrus came to 
ET from Iowa in January 1949 with a PhD from the University of 
Iowa. He became head of the department in 1952 and served 
until his retirement. Following his retirement from the university, 
he began his second career and his vocation as a priest in the 
Catholic Church, which he spent as a parish priest in Grand 
Prairie and other locations in Texas. He died in 2000 and is still 
remembered with great affection by those whose lives he 
touched. Copies of Man of Grace are available for $20 
(including postage and handling). You may send a check care 
of the Department of Literature and Languages. Call 903-886-
5260 for more information. 

Pictured above are guests from the Barrus Day luncheon 

Guests from Barrus Day celebration 

Faculty members 

Dr. Bill Bolin and 

Dr. Susan Stewart 

pictured standing 

on each side of 

the director of 

development 

Wyman Williams 

Dr.Paul Wells Barrus Honored with Special Day 

Dr. Mary Cimarolli signing copies of Dr. Barrus‟ biography, Man of Grace 

We hope to establish an endowed lecture series in Dr. Barrus‟s name. Inquiries can be made to donna_dunbar-odom@tamu-commerce.edu 
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The journal's presence on campus 

has assisted several of my col-

leagues and graduate and former 

graduate students, who have had 

guest edited special issues,  re-

searched sections of our annual 

bibliography,  written book re-

views, or  contributed to the edit-

ing  process. The journal has also 

given widespread recognition to 

the university, since it is in almost 

all major film archives and re-

search libraries, and it is well 

known in the field.”  

 

What keeps you excited about 

film? 

“Film is forever changing as an art 

form, as a cultural and historical 

document. I love film, but I also 

love to see the interaction and 

collaboration of students who cre-

ate a community in film classes: 

they leave class talking about the 

film they just saw or the discus-

sion...” “…Film studies is an ex-

citing field in which one can link 

to one's other passions, whether it 

be music, clothes, history, stars, or 

the art form itself. Film, or movies, 

if you will,  is one subject that 

opens doors when people get to-

gether for any social occasion.” 

 

What are 3 "must-see" films?

 “Everyone's tastes are 

different, so it is hard to suggest 

films that everyone should see. 

Find a critic you agree with or 

disagree with, and then base your 

choices on whether you like spe-

cial effects (Avatar), adaptations 

(Alice in Wonderland), acting 

(Colin Firth in A Single Man), or 

family fare (The Blind Side). The 

choices change every week, if not 

every day with Netflix, Red Box, 

and film streaming.” 

 The Department of Literature 

and Languages is pleased to 

announce an addition to our 

graduate program: Our new 

certificate in Film Studies. 

Recently we posed some ques-

tions to our resident film 

scholar, Dr. Gerald Duchov-

nay. 

 

What led you from Aphra 

Behn to film? 

  “...When I began 

teaching full-time, I shifted 

gears from 18th c British litera-

ture to film because of a long-

time interest in film and the 

desire to establish a film pro-

gram where I was teaching. 

That interest in film was nour-

ished by family members in the 

business, post-doc work, and a 

fellowship at The Johns Hop-

kins University, focusing on 

film and fiction.” 

 

Can you give us an overview 

of the film certificate for our 

alumni who may not have 

heard about it?  

 “The film certificate 

is an 18-hour program for stu-

dents who want to pursue an 

extended investigation of ma-

jor subjects and issues in cin-

ema (Clint Eastwood, Alfred 

Hitchcock, science fiction 

films, film and literature, film 

theory, the history of film, 

etc.).In addition to a solid 

background in films studies, 

students completing the pro-

gram will be equipped to con-

tribute to scholarship in the 

field and teach film courses on 

the college level…”. 

What are some of the reasons 

students want to pursue the 

film certificate?  

 The film certificate 

allows those interested in 

pursuing what many consider 

the most influential art form 

of the 20th and 21st centuries. 

It prepares one to teach at all 

levels, since film has become 

an integral part of the curricu-

lum. It also opens doors to 

research and scholarship in 

film and cognate studies, and 

may assist some of our gradu-

ates in securing teaching posi-

tions. 

 

What is Post Script and how 

did you get involved with the 

film journal? 

        “Post Script: Essays in 

Film and the Humanities is an 

international film journal that 

publishes interviews and arti-

cles about all aspects of film 

and filmmakers three times a 

year. The journal grew out of 

a summer fellowship I had at 

The Johns Hopkins Univer-

sity. Several of us wanted to 

continue our work; we started 

a newsletter, and then after 

two years or so, I was asked 

to found and edit the journal. 

I have been doing so ever 

since, and it has been an ex-

hilarating, time consuming, 

and beneficial experience. 

Dr. Gerald Duchovnay 

POST SCRIPT  welcomes 

manuscripts on film as lan-

guage and literature; acting; 

film music, etc. 

For more information  

contact: 

 

Gerald Duchovnay,  

General Editor,  

POST SCRIPT 

 
e-mail:  

We’d love to hear 

from students 

and alumni . 

 

 To submit articles 

for this newsletter 

contact: 

 
Dr. Dunbar-Odom 

Department of Literature & 

Languages 

Donna_dunbar-odom@tamu-

commerce.edu 

 

Phone: 903-886-5906 

 

Website:  www.tamu-

commerce.edu/litlang 

 

 

Literature and Languages Has New Film Studies 

Certificate 



 

Dr. Karen Roggenkamp has been keeping up with the news 

—in nineteenth-century newspapers  
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Roggenkamp, associate professor of English, focuses her research on nineteenth-century newspapers and their inter-

connectedness to wider issues in the American literary marketplace and culture, and she is completing work on her sec-

ond book, The Power of Sympathy: Female Journalists, Professionalism, and Nineteenth-

Century American Newspapers.  The book studies four pioneering women who worked 

as newspaper reporters between 1845 and 1895, including Margaret Fuller, Fanny Fern, 

Elizabeth Jordan, and Nellie Bly.  Roggenkamp explains that “each woman wrote about 

visits to prisons and mental asylums, and my argument in the book is that through their 

reporting on those venues, they presented a „womanly‟ sympathy that served to estab-

lish their authority as female reporters in a male-dominated profession.”  The use of 

sympathy became subversive of attempts to keep women in the domestic sphere and 

out of the workplace in the nineteenth century.  “Many literary scholars have not consid-

ered the relationship between news writing and fictional writing,” Roggenkamp remarks.  

“But in fact in the nineteenth century—and, I would argue, even today—we see a remark-

able interplay between the two modes.”  Dr. Roggenkamp‟s research, which has been 

published in such journals as American Periodicals, American Literary Realism, and the American Transcendental Quar-

terly, as well as in Narrating the News: New Journalism and Literary Genre in Late Nineteenth-Century American News-

papers and Fiction (Kent State University Press, 2005), works as a corrective to fill that gap between journalism and fic-

tion studies. 

 

Roggenkamp‟s favorite part of the book involves a study of 

journalist Elizabeth Jordan and her coverage of the Lizzie Bor-

den murder trial in 1893.  “Lizzie Borden is a fascinating fig-

ure to me,” Roggenkamp admits.  “Aside from the question of 

whether or not she really did „give her father forty wacks‟ with 

an axe, as the nursery rhyme goes, the news coverage of her 

case offers a wonderful window into issues of gender, murder, 

and narration at the end of the century.”  Indeed, Roggenk-

amp plans in her next book to further her study of the Borden 

case in newspapers and fiction, alongside stories about other 

nineteenth-century female murderers.  “My mother thinks I‟m 

morbid,” she jokes. 

 

This fall, Roggenkamp will also be taking over editorial reins 

for a well-respected, peer-reviewed academic journal, Ameri-

can Periodicals.  “I am enthusiastic about the opportunity to 

serve as co-editor for this fantastic journal,” Roggenkamp 

shares.  “It is the premier journal for the growing field of peri-

odical studies, which examines the merger between journal-

ism history and literary history, advocating further investiga-

tion of the form, style, and reach of newspapers, magazines, 

and journals.”  

 

Dr. Karen Roggenkamp, busy at work in her  office 
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Need Help? 
 

The Writing Center  

  

Hall of Languages 103  

Monday-Thursday,  

9am-2pm. 

 
Additional hours are 

available in the 

evening and on 

weekends at  

Gee Library:  

Sunday-Thursday  

6pm-9pm. 

In March, the Department of Literature and 
Languages welcomed Hunt County Commis-
sioner Jim Latham as our Alumni Ambassador 
for 2010. Mr. Latham graduated with a degree 
in English in 1970. He taught at Eastfield 
Community College for much of his career, 
teaching students to do body work on automo-
biles. He currently serves as Hunt County 
Commissioner. 

Tony Zurlo, an alumnus of A&M-
Commerce‟s Literature and Languages 
department, is a professor at Tarrant 
County College, in Arlington, TX. He is the 
author of two recent chapterbooks: Dali's 
Clock, Schrodinger's Cat, and a Pair of 
Dice (Big Table Publishing Company, Bos-
ton, MA.) and Go Home Bones. (Pudding 
House Press, Columbus, OH. In 2009, he 
published the book of poetry The Mind 
Dancing (Plain View Press, Austin, TX). 
Tony Zurlo has published poetry, fiction 
and essays in more than seventy journals, 
magazines and anthologies including the 
Writers Against War, Red River Review, 
New Texas, Lily, Snow Monkey and Iden-
tity Theory, and Pemmican. He has pub-
lished non-fiction books on Vietnam, 
China, Hong Kong, Japan, Japanese 
Americans, West Africa, Algeria and Syria. 

Jim Latham 

Tony Zurlo holding, The Mind Dancing 

The Department of Literature and Lan-
guages has a new department head. Dr. 
Salvatore Attardo left the position on March 
15 to become the new Associate Dean of 
Arts and Sciences. Stepping in as the new 
head is Dr. Donna Dunbar-Odom. Dr. Dun-
bar-Odom came to the department in 1993, 
serving as Director of First-Year Composi-
tion for over 13 years and then as Director 
of Doctoral English Studies, a position she 
still holds. When asked about her new po-
sition, she said, “I wouldn‟t do this for any 
other department in the universe.” 

Dr. Donna Dunbar-Odom 

Head of the  Department  of Literature and Lan-

guages at Texas A&M University Commerce 

New Department Head 


