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APPLIED
LINGUISTICS
MA/MS WITH EMPHASIS IN TESOL



100% ONLINE OR FACE-TO-FACE

ONLINE FACE-TO-FACE
Live or work abroad while in  

the program

Asynchronous classes, work at 

your own pace each week

No residency required

Complete practicum  

elective aboard

No visa, no problem! Study 

in your home country without 

needing a visa

Study face-to-face on campus

Suggested modality for those 

interested in thesis work 

Consider employment in the 

Dallas-Fort Worth area or 

graduate assistantships on our 

main campus in Commerce, TX

CAN I SWITCH MODALITIES?
Yes! You can change your modality each 

semester. Pick a schedule that works  

for you.

Apply www.applytexas.org

Application Fee $50 domestic /  

$75 international

One Letter of Recommendation

Official Bachelor’s Transcripts 

Statement of Goals

GRE - Requirement may be waived  

(ask us about specifics)

Additional items required for 

international students

APPLICATION REQUIREMENTS

IS THERE AN APPLICATION DEADLINE? No application deadlines! 
We accept applications on a rolling basis for our fall, spring, and summer terms.

ApartWHAT SETS US

Instruction from highly qualified  

world-class faculty, distinguished 

advisory board

Individualized mentoring from 

application to graduation:

Faculty Advisor

Graduate Student  

Support Specialist

Thesis Director (if applicable)

Challenging academic program

Robust pedagogical practices 

with experiential and theoretical 

basis

Prepares students for teaching 

or entry into doctoral programs

Thesis and non-thesis options

No comprehensive exams

In-state and out-of-state 

tuition rates more affordable 

than the national average

ATTEND 
100% online or face-to-face

No residency required

Asynchronous

Practicum may be  

completed remotely

NO VISA REQUIRED
If online only

ENJOY

SAVE

RECEIVE
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rhetorical analysis. The course will emphasize writing in 

various styles, their functions and effects, and techniques of 

criticism that employ stylistic analysis. Hours: 3 

ENG 596 - Practicum in TESOL 
Hands-on application of TESOL methods and techniques. In 

coordination with an Applied Linguistics adviser, candidates 

will teach in a mutually-agreed upon ESL setting. Graded on a 

satisfactory (S) and unsatisfactory (U) basis. Hours: 1-3

ENG 595 - Research Literature and Techniques 
Required of students who opt for the 36-hour Masters. This 

course requires an extensive investigation into a topic agreed 

upon by the student and the advisory committee. Graded on a 

satisfactory (S) or unsatisfactory (U) basis.  
Hours: 3

ENG 599 - Bibliography and Methods of 
Research 
For beginning literature and languages graduate students who 

have not had an equivalent graduate-level course, this course 

covers manuscript preparation, format; research techniques 

for literary, linguistics, and composition/rhetoric studies. 

Hours: 3 

ENG 657 – TESOL Methods II: Curriculum and 
Materials Development 
This is the second course in a two course sequence designed 

to prepare individuals to become teachers of ESOL. It 

complements the theoretical and historical perspective of 

TESOL Methods I with a focus on classroom practices (e.g. 

micro-teaching, classroom management, lesson planning, 

content development, and building intercultural awareness). 

Prerequisites: ENG 557 or instructor approval. 
Hours: 3 

ENG 658 - Sound Systems of English: 
Pedagogical Applications of Phonology  
& Phonetics 
This course focuses on the application of phonological 

principles and practices to TESOL teaching. Within a 

framework of communicative competence, we will examine 

different approaches to pronunciation teaching in the ESL/

EFL classroom and investigate a variety of techniques 

and activities. Prerequisites: ENG 555 or instructor 
approval. Hours: 3 

ENG 670 - Pragmatics and Language Teaching 
An introduction to the role of pragmatics in the second 

language classroom. With an underlying focus in our readings 

and discussions on cross-cultural pragmatics, it investigates 

the following questions: What is pragmatics? How can it 

help classroom language teaching? How can we integrate 

pragmatics in the classroom? How can pragmatics help us 

to understand student development? This is an introductory 

level graduate course on pragmatics and language teaching, 

and no background in this area is required. Pre-requisites: 
ENG 555. Hours: 3 

ENG 671 - Discourse Analysis 
The course focuses on the nature of spoken and written 

discourse and the applications of discourse analysis to 

TESOL. It examines written and spoken macro- and micro-

level discourse practices inside and outside of the classroom, 

including investigation of transactional and interactional 

discourse events and multiple genres. With a focus on both 

approaches to analysis and teaching, the course is designed 

to bridge the gap between researcher and practitioner and 

to encourage teachers to use similar techniques in their 

classroom teaching. Pre-requisites: ENG 555. Hours: 3 

ENG 685 - Computational Linguistics 
This course provides a general introduction to Computational 

Linguistics, the study of computational systems that 

understand and generate human language. This class will 

cover fundamental concepts and techniques in Computational 

Linguistics, such as lexical and ontological semantics, word 

sense disambiguation, syntactic and semantic parsing, 

discourse (including coreference resolution), dialogue, 

summarization, and generation. Throughout the class, 

students will be exposed to recent research that connects 

the concepts learned to exciting research questions that are 

practically motivated and application-oriented. Additional 

emphasis will be on the different traditions and theoretical 

frameworks that informed the theories and algorithms 

used for these solutions, namely, linguistics, statistics, and 

computer science, and the history of their struggle from 

the 1950s until today. Instructor’s approval required. 
Hours: 3 

ENG 697 - Special Topic Organized class. 
May be repeated when topics vary. Hours: 3

Dr. Lucy Pickering

Director of the Applied 

Linguistics Laboratory 

ENG 501 - Structure of the English Language 
A thorough analysis of the grammatical structure of English 

employing contemporary as well as more traditional 

methodologies. Emphasis varies among phonology, 

morphology, syntax, text/discourse analysis and historical 

developments in the language. Hours: 3 

ENG 518 - Thesis 
Required of candidates seeking the 30-hour Masters. Graded 

on a satisfactory (S) or unsatisfactory (U) basis. Hours: 3-6 

ENG 555 - General Linguistics
An advanced survey of applied language science with an 

emphasis on the relationship between the structural systems 

of language and the mental representation of ordinary 

experience. Stresses phonology, morphology and syntax. 

Hours: 3 

ENG 557 – TESOL Methods I: Teaching English 
as a Second Language
This course focuses on the linguistic, psychological, and 

socio-cultural foundations for teaching English to native 

speakers of other languages. It surveys historical as well 

as current trends in the methods and materials of ESL, of 

language testing, and of language-program evaluation. 

Hours: 3 

ENG 558 - Sociolinguistics 
This course focuses on the various aspects of human behavior 

and sociocultural interaction that affect language structure, 

use, learning, and acquisition. Topics discussed include 

sociolinguistic methodology, multilinguistics, speech-act 

types, language styles, language and sex roles, and the 

sociolinguistics of literature. Hours: 3 

ENG 559 – Language and Culture  
in Classroom 
This course will focus on language diversity in education. 

Of particular interest will be societal factors that influence 

education—racism, ethnicity, sexism, bilingualism and 

bidialectalism and how these dynamics often affect the 

decisions educators make in designing and implementing 

language curriculum in the classroom. Hours: 3 

ENG 562 - Psycholinguistics 
A survey of the cognitive, affective and developmental 

constraints on language acquisition and use. Topics include 

multilingualism; language, mind and brain; language 

processing and comprehension; first and second language 

acquisition; and research tools. Hours: 3

ENG 579 - Style and Stylistics 
A study of style using the techniques of linguistic and 

COURSE DESCRIPTIONS
MASTER’S IN APPLIED LINGUISTICS WITH EMPHASIS IN TESOL
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When I enrolled in the M.A. in ESL/Linguistics program, it had 

been over 20 years since I received my B.A. The Department 

of Literature and Languages faculty have done a fantastic job 

of helping a student from the analog era enjoy success in this 

online degree program. 

Mark Haslett
KETR News Director 
Texas A&M University-Commerce

My experience in the MA program at A&M-Commerce 

has been inspirational for me.  I am currently teaching in 

Tehuacán, Puebla, Mx, and the very solid education that I am 

receiving has allowed me to apply what I have learned into 

my classrooms. I truly feel my success in the classroom is 

owed to the TESOL program.

Aaron Lerma 
ESL teacher in Puebla, Mexico

My experience has been full of people that want to see 

the students succeed. When I decided to apply I had so 

many questions and worries if I was going to be accepted 

and if I was able to do this. Immediately, I was welcomed 

with nothing but assurance and assistance. I’m thankful 

I discovered A&M-Commerce and that I have people on 

my side who foster learning for all types of individuals.

Brittany Mclendon
Full-time student

WHAT OUR STUDENTS 
ARE SAYING

My courses in Applied Linguistics at A&M-Commerce 

have radically improved my teaching: I have a greater 

understanding of the roadblocks my international students 

face and better skills to bridge that gap, enabling them to 

speak and write real-life English and making them more 

successful and employable in English-speaking countries. 

Carla Hahn Clardy
Adjunct Professor of ESOL 

University of Mary Hardin-Baylor

Participating as a master’s student in the Applied Linguistics 

with TESOL emphasis has been a very rewarding experience. 

My professors were willing to work with me despite time zone 

differences and just the daily difficulties I have run into working in 

a foreign country and pursuing a master’s degree. I have learned 

so much in my classes online that I’ve been able to apply to my 

job and have gained a deeper understanding about adjusting my 

teaching methods to fit a different culture. [Caroline started the program 
while teaching in China and started residentially her second year.]

Caroline Carson
Adjunct Instructor    English Language Institute  

Texas A&M University-Commerce

I have benefitted greatly from my time in the program 

at A&M-Commerce. Each professor has contributed to 

broadening my perspective of linguistics and TESOL. The 

curriculum in the program is well-balanced and thought-

provoking. The classes I have taken have prepared me to 

become a qualified English teacher. 

Sihoon Lee
Graduate Assistant
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MASTER’S IN APPLIED LINGUISTICS WITH EMPHASIS IN TESOL
Thesis (36-Hour Program)
   ENG 555 General Linguistics  (3 SCH)

   ENG 501 Structure of the English Language  (3 SCH)

   ENG 557 TESOL Methods I: Teaching English as a Second Language  (3 SCH)

   ENG 657 TESOL Methods II: Curriculum and Materials Development  (3 SCH)

   ENG 558 Sociolinguistics or ENG 670 Pragmatics and Language Teaching  (3 SCH)

   ENG 658 Applied Phonology/Sound Systems  (3 SCH)

   ENG 599 Bibliography and Methods of Research  (3 SCH)

   ENG 518 Thesis  (6 SCH)

Plus one of the following courses:

   ENG 596  Practicum in TESOL  (3 SCH)

   ENG 558 Sociolinguistics or ENG 670 Pragmatics and Language Teaching  (3 SCH)

   ENG 671 Discourse Analysis  (3 SCH)

   ENG 562  Psycholinguistics  (3 SCH)

   ENG 559 Language and Culture in the Classroom  (3 SCH)

   ENG 579 Style and Stylistics  (3 SCH)

   ENG 685 Computational Linguistics  (3 SCH)

   ENG 697 Special Topics  (3 SCH)

*SCH – Semester Credit Hours

Non Thesis (36-Hour Program)
   ENG 555 General Linguistics  (3 SCH)

   ENG 501 Structure of the English Language  (3 SCH)

   ENG 557 TESOL Methods I: Teaching English as a Second Language  (3 SCH)

   ENG 657 TESOL Methods II: Curriculum and Materials Development  (3 SCH)

   ENG 558 Sociolinguistics  (3 SCH)

   ENG 670 Pragmatics and Language Teaching  (3 SCH)

   ENG 658 Applied Phonology/Sound Systems  (3 SCH)

   ENG 599 Bibliography and Methods of Research  (3 SCH)

   ENG 595 Research Literature and Techniques  (3 SCH)

Plus three of the following courses:

   ENG 596 Practicum in TESOL  (3 SCH)

   ENG 562 Psycholinguistics  (3 SCH)

   ENG 671 Discourse Analysis  (3 SCH)

   ENG 559 Language and Culture in the Classroom  (3 SCH)

   ENG 579 Style and Stylistics  (3 SCH)

   ENG 685 Computational Linguistics  (3 SCH)

   ENG 697 Special Topics  (3 SCH)

*SCH – Semester Credit Hours

DEGREE PLANAPPLIED LINGUISTICS 
LABORATORY
Interested in Applied Linguistics research?  

Graduate students in the Master’s in Applied 

Linguistics and PhD in English have access to our 

Applied Linguistics Laboratory and state of the  

art equipment:

Accent Coach

Computerized Speech Lab (residential)

Eye-tracking equipment (residential)

Current associated faculty specialize in a  
range of areas applicable to Applied Linguistics:

Dr. Lucy Pickering

Director of the Applied 

Linguistics Laboratory 

Second Language Acquisition

Prosody

Pragmatics

Humor Studies

Computational Linguistics

ESL/EFL

Pedagogical Grammar
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Dr. Flavia Belpoliti completed her graduate studies at 

the Universidad de Buenos Aires with a focus on Spanish 

Linguistics and Discourse Analysis. She obtained her Ph.D. 

at the University of Houston. Her publications include several 

articles in academic journals and a co-edited volume on the 

Hispanic experience in the US. In addition, Dr. Belpoliti has 

collaborated as a consultant and author in the edition of 

several textbooks in Spanish (McGrawHill, Cengage, Pearson). 

Currently, Dr. Belpoliti works in the areas of Spanish Heritage 

Learners, Spanish bilingual students, Spanish Sociolinguistics, 

Spanish in the US, and acquisition of Spanish as Second 

Language and as a Heritage Language.

Dr. Flavia Belpoliti
Assistant Professor of Spanish 
Director of the Spanish Language Programs

Other Faculty

Dr. Ed Matthei (Psycholinguistics)

Dr. Shulan Lu (Psychology, Eye-Tracking)

Dr. Jodi Nelms (Sociolinguistics)

Dr. Maxim Petrenko (Computational Linguistics)

Dr. Pickering is Associate Professor and director of the 

Applied Linguistics Laboratory.  She received her Ph.D. in 

Applied Linguistics in 1999 from the University of Florida.  She 

taught at the University of Alabama, Georgetown University 

and Georgia State University.  She joined the faculty at Texas 

A&M University-Commerce in August 2010. Her research 

program is focused on spoken discourse.  She has done 

considerable work with Brazil’s model of Discourse Intonation 

and its application to second language classroom discourse.

Dr. Cheng is Assistant Professor of Linguistics.  She received 

her Ph.D. in Applied Linguistics in 2013 from Northern Arizona 

University.  She has taught in Southern Illinois University, 

Northern Arizona University, International College at Beijing, 

China Agricultural University, Hebei University of Technology  

and Winona State University.  She joined the faculty at Texas 

A&M University-Commerce in August 2016. 

Dr. Lucy Pickering
Associate Professor of Applied Linguistics  
Director of the Applied Linguistics Laboratory 
Director of Master’s in Applied Linguistics - TESOL

Dr. Dongmei Cheng
Assistant Professor of Linguistics

Dr. Attardo holds degrees from The Catholic University of Milan 

(1986) and Purdue University (Ph.D. 1991). He has published 

six books. He was the Editor-in-Chief of HUMOR: International 

Journal of Humor Research (2002-2012) and of the Sage 

Encyclopedia of Humor Studies (2014). He is a co-author of 

Understanding Language Structure, Interaction and Variation 

(U Michigan Press; 3rd edition 2014). His areas of interest 

are in humor studies, pragmatics, sociolinguistics, cognitive 

linguistics, and computational semantics.

Dr. Salvatore Attardo
Dean of the College of Humanities, Social Sciences & Arts 
Professor of Literature & Languages

OUR FACULTY

Christian F. “Kiki” Hempelmann received his Ph.D. in 

Linguistics from Purdue University in 2003 with a dissertation 

on the computational phonology of puns. He also holds degrees 

from Leibniz University in Hannover, Germany, and Youngstown 

State University in Ohio. His research focuses on computational 

semantics and natural language processing, semantic and 

general humor theory, information security and assurance, and 

general linguistics. He has been invited as a speaker and has 

been published widely in his fields of expertise.

Dr. Christian F. Hempelmann
Assistant Professor of Computational Linguistics
Director of the Ontological Semantic Technology Lab
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