
HISTORY 1302.04 E 

THE UNITED STATES SINCE 1865 

COURSE SYLLABUS: Spring 2013 

MWF 9-9:50 

 

Instructor: Andrea Potter 

Office Location: Ferguson Social Sciences 145 

Office Hours: MWF 12:00-3:00 or by appointment 

University Email Address: Andrea.Potter@tamuc.edu or Apotter@leomail.tamuc.edu  

Course Materials: 

The following required books are available at the bookstore: 

 

Foner, Give Me Liberty, Vol. II, 3rd Seagull Edition (W. W. Norton, 2011).  

ISBN 978-0393911916 

 

***Any additional materials will be distributed in class by the professor or made available to 

students through eCollege. 

 

Course Description: 

U.S. History from 1865 is a broad interdisciplinary course in the historical 

development of the United States and North America from 1865. Pre/corequisite 

Eng. 1301 or 1302. 

 

Starting from Reconstruction 1865 to the present, students will be introduced to an 

interdisciplinary view of the United States focusing on the cultural aspects that had the potential 

to affect a wide range of peoples. Assignments will consist of reading, writing, and in depth 

analysis. 

 

Student Learning Outcomes: 

Students will evaluate the ways in which war(s) impacted American society during the late 

nineteenth and twentieth century. 

 

COURSE REQUIREMENTS 

 

Instructional / Methods / Activities Assessments 

Attendance and Participation: 10% 

Attendance is required. Excessive absences will impact your final grade significantly. You are 

responsible for all material covered in our class meetings, regardless of your physical presence in 

the room. Students are expected to come prepared to engage with and discuss the assigned 

material. This means preparing the assignment before class and bringing the reading material 

with you to class. I expect all students to participate in our class discussions and to contribute 

their thoughts, ideas, and questions to our collective exploration. I especially encourage you to 

bring your questions to class. I will create, and expect you to uphold, an intellectual environment 

in the classroom where we can listen to and consider others’ arguments and opinions with an 



open mind and where we respect viewpoints other than our own. In addition, you will be 

required to participate periodically in online discussions on eCollege, as indicated in the Course 

Outline below. Guidelines for that participation can be found on the eCollege site. 

Your participation grade will be based on your engagement in our class discussions, both in the 

classroom and on eCollege, and be guided by the following rubric: 

A = Always prepared, frequently participates, rarely absent 

B = Always prepared, participates only when called on, rarely absent 

C = Usually prepared, rarely speaks, rarely absent 

D = Often unprepared, several absences 

F = Usually unprepared, frequent absences 

Exams: 20% 

 There will be three exams for this course. They will each be 25 multiple choice questions 

followed by a short essay.  More details will be given closer to exam days.   

 

Papers: 10% apiece:  

There will be two papers in this class, one over a history document from a particular era and 

another from a historical fiction about a certain point in history. Both sources will be provided by 

the instructor.  Further instruction will be given in class closer to the due date.  

 

At the end of the semester, there will be an extra credit assignment that requires students who 

choose to partake to write a paper about a movie (from an approved list) about an event covered 

in this class.   

 

All of these requirements must be completed to pass this course. 

 

TECHNOLOGY REQUIREMENTS, ACCESS, AND NAVIGATION 

 

The following information has been provided to assist you in preparing to use technology 

successfully in this course: 

 

Word Processing: 

You will need access to a word processor and printer to prepare written exams and 

research projects. You should be able to insert footnotes in your papers. 

 

eCollege: 

This course is web-enhanced through eCollege, the Learning Management System used 

by Texas A&M University-Commerce. To access eCollege you will need an internet connection, 

preferably high speed, and your CWID and password. If you do not know your CWID or have 

forgotten your password, please contact Technology Services at 903-468-6000 or 

helpdesk@tamu-commerce.edu.  

To get started with the course, go to: https://leo.tamucommerce.edu/login.aspx. eCollege 

will be used to send you announcements and reminders, to post grades, and to provide access to 

course materials (except required readings) such as handouts and assignments. In addition, 

eCollege will be the primary means for me to communicate with you outside the classroom. Be 

mailto:helpdesk@tamu-commerce.edu


sure that you can access the email account the university has on record for you. You should get 

into the habit of checking the eCollege site for this course on a daily basis. 

 

Turnitin: 

Students must submit all written work to Turnitin. Work is submitted through the 

dropbox on eCollege. All student work must be turned in to the dropbox on eCollege. 

 

COMMUNICATION AND SUPPORT 

 

Interaction with Instructor: 

 

Students are encouraged to contact the professor for any and all reasons whatsoever. The 

 more you let me know what is going on with you, the better I can help you out when necessary. 

Beyond the classroom, the best way to get in touch with the professor is through email. I am 

also available during my office hours. Please come to talk to me about any concerns you might 

have and about any problems or issues that arise during the semester. I can be very 

understanding but only if I know what is going on with you. 

 

COURSE AND UNIVERSITY PROCEDURES/POLICIES 

 

Classroom Behavior 

 

All students are expected to observe basic tenets of common decency and acceptable 

behavior conducive to a positive leaning environment (See Student’s Guide Handbook, Policies 

and Procedures, Conduct). During class time, I expect your undivided attention. This means 

turning off cell phones, pagers, iPods, and other devices, and putting away newspapers and other 

forms of distraction, for the duration of the class period (exceptions will be allowed for 

emergencies with advance permission of the professor). Please come to class on time and plan 

to stay for the entire period. Coming late and/or disrupting the learning environment shows 

disrespect for me, your classmates, and the educational endeavor in which you are engaged. If 

you must leave early, please let me know at the beginning of class. I can be very understanding 

of problems that might arise over the course of the semester, but only if I know what is going on 

with you. I encourage you to come to my office hours, to get to know me, and to keep me 

informed of any issues you might have that would affect your performance in this class 

Academic Honesty 

 

In all courses, we expect that all work that you do and turn in is your own. It is the policy 

of the University, the History Department, and myself that no form of plagiarism, cheating, 

collusion, or any other form of academic dishonesty will be tolerated. Plagiarism is defined as 

deliberately taking the words or ideas of someone else and passing them off as your own. 

Cheating is obtaining unauthorized assistance on any assignment. Collusion is the selling of 

academic products with the intention that they be submitted to satisfy an academic requirement. 

Students are expected to uphold and support the highest academic standards at all times. Any 

student found guilty of academic dishonesty will automatically fail the assignment in question, 

will likely fail the entire course, and will be subject to disciplinary action by the University (See 

Texas A&M University-Commerce Code of Student Conduct 5.b[1,2,3]). Further information on 



the History Department plagiarism policy can be found on the History Department web page. If 

you are even unclear about what constitutes plagiarism or academic dishonesty, please ask. 

 

Writing Center 

 

Students are encouraged to take advantage of the resources of the Writing Center for 

assistance with drafting their papers. The Writing Center is a resource for you. They will not 

write your paper; they will help you improve your writing skills. If you use the Writing Center, 

please plan ahead. They can only help you if you see them in advance and have time to 

incorporate their suggestions into the final paper. More information can be found at:  

http://www.tamu-commerce.edu/litlang/CSC/. 

 

Students with Disabilities 

 

The Americans with Disabilities Act (ADA) is a federal anti-discrimination statute that 

provides comprehensive civil rights protection for persons with disabilities. Among other things, 

this legislation requires that all students with disabilities be guaranteed a learning environment 

that provides for reasonable accommodation of their disabilities. If you have a disability 

requiring an accommodation, please contact: 

 

Office of Student Disability Resources and Services 

Texas A&M University-Commerce 

Gee Library 132 

Phone (903) 886-5150 or (903) 886-5835 

Fax (903) 468-8148 

StudentDisabilityServices@tamu-commerce.edu 

Student Disability Resources & Services 

COURSE OUTLINE / CALENDAR 

 

This schedule will guide you through the semester and indicates when your assignments 

are due. It should be referred to often. I will do my best to adhere to this schedule, but I reserve 

the right to make adjustments to it during the course of the semester as such circumstances arise. 

 

Day Agenda (Reading Due in Italics) 

1/14/2013 Introductions 

1/16/2013 Ch. 15 Reconstruction 

1/18/2013 Ch. 15 Reconstruction 

1/21/2013 No Class 

1/23/2013 What is A Primary Source? 

1/25/2013 Ch. 16 The Gilded Age 



1/28/2013 Ch. 16 The Gilded Age  

1/30/2013 Ch. 17 Imperialism 

2/1/2013 Ch. 17 Imperialism 

2/4/2013 Paper 1 Due- Political Cartoons/ Lecture over Imperialism 

2/6/2013 Review Day  

2/8/2013 Exam Day 

2/11/2013 Ch. 18 Progressive Era 

2/13/2013 Ch. 18 Progressive Era 

2/15/2013 Ch. 18 Progressive Era 

2/18/2013 Look at Primary Sources of Era 

2/20/2013 Ch. 19 1920s 

2/22/2013 Ch. 19 1920s 

2/25/2013 Ch. 19 WWI 

2/27/2013 Ch. 19 WWI 

3/1/2013 Ch. 20 Culture Wars 

3/4/2013 Ch. 21 Depression  

3/6/2013 Ch. 21 The New Deal 

3/8/2013 Review Day  

3/11/2013 Exam Day 

3/13/2013 Spring Break 

3/15/2013 Spring Break  

3/18/2013 Spring Break 

3/20/2013 Film: Hitler and Germany/Final Movie Selections 

3/22/2013 Ch. 22 WWII 

3/25/2013 Book Paper Due over Address Unknown /Holocaust lecture and book discussion  



3/27/2013 Ch. 23 Cold War 

3/29/2013 Ch. 23 Cold War 

4/1/2013 Ch. 23 Cold War 

4/3/2013 Ch. 23 Cold War 

4/5/2013 Ch. 23 Cold War 

4/8/2013 Ch. 23 Cold War 

4/10/2013 Bread and Butter Wars/ short 1 page paper over film 

4/12/2013 Ch. 24 Affluent Society 

4/15/2013 Ch. 24 Affluent Society 

4/17/2013 Ch. 24 Affluent Society 

4/19/2013 Ch. 25 The Sixties 

4/22/2013 Ch. 25 The Sixties 

4/24/2013 Ch. 25 The Sixties 

4/26/2013 Ch. 26 Reagan and End of Cold War 

4/29/2013 Ch. 26 Reagan and End of Cold War 

5/1/2013 Ch. 26 Reagan and End of Cold War 

5/3/2013 Review Day  

5/6/2013 Final Exam 

5/8/2013 Optional Final Paper Due 

5/10/2013 Finals Week 

  

  

 


