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PSY 350.001: Cognitive Psychology 

Fall 2013 

TR 12:30 am – 1:45 pm     Location: HENH207 

Instructor:  Dr. Krueger            Email Address: Lacy.Krueger@tamuc.edu        

Office Hours: Tues 1:45-3:45 (Binnion 220); Wed 2-4 (Mesquite MPLX); Thurs 1:45-2:45 (Binnion 220)  

Phone Number: 903-468-3286          Fax: (903) 886-5510 

Required Textbook:  Robinson-Riegler, B., & Robinson-Riegler, G. (2012). Cognitive Psychology: Applying the 

Science of the Mind. 3rd ed. Boston, MA: Allyn & Bacon. ISBN: 978-0-205-03364-5 

eCollege: Course materials, including an electronic version of the syllabus and supplementary information, 

will be posted on eCollege. 

Dr. Krueger’s Course Description:  Cognition is about how we process information and think.  Some of the 

basic content areas emphasized are how we perceive objects, attend to information, remember material, 

solve problems, and make decisions.  What you will find after learning about these topics is that cognition is 

in everything!  The goal of the class is for you to see how these topics relate to everyday life and critically 

evaluate the current cognitive theories and hypotheses.   

 

Course Objectives: 

1.  Understanding the basic principles of cognitive psychology 

2.  Identifying how cognitive psychology  applies to real-world settings 

3.  Evaluating psychological research  

 

Course Assignments: 

1) Content Exams – Three content exams will be administered. The best two out of the three content 

exams will count toward your final grade in the course. Content exams are worth 50% of the grade in 

this course (e.g., Highest Exam = 25%; Second Highest Exam = 25%).  

 

2) Cumulative Final – A cumulative final will be administered that covers the entire contents of the 

semester. The cumulative final is mandatory, and it is worth 30% of your grade in this course.  

 

3) Cognition in the Media – Cognitive psychology research is often featured in the mainstream media. 

For example, a few years ago Oprah Winfrey featured Dr. Strayer’s research on distractibility during 

driving when talking on the cell phone, and she used his research to start a movement to encourage 

individuals to stop talking on the cell phone while driving.  As a graduate student Dr. Krueger and her 

advisor’s work on older adult eyewitnesses were even featured in a newspaper. These examples 

demonstrate that psychological research makes its way into the media to inform the public about 

how our cognitive processes work.  During the course of the semester, you will be required to find 

three examples of cognitive psychology research featured in the media (e.g., Newspapers, television, 
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and magazines).  You will be asked to provide the original article (or video, in the case of a television 

report), along with a 2-page write-up for each of the three examples about how it fits with what we 

know about cognition (i.e., refer to the text and other psychology articles).  Note that you must back 

up your claims with evidence from the text by including internal citations. The paper should be in 

APA style and double-spaced with 12 inch margins. The paper should consist of a title page, a 2-page 

write-up for the first media example, and 2-page write-up for the second media example, and a 2-

page write-up for the third media example. You will also have a reference page, along with three 

appendices (one for each media example). The three examples must be on DIFFERENT topics.  In 

other words, do not find three articles about distractibility and driving. Instead, find media on 

different topics (e.g., memory and student test-taking, distracted driving, and problem solving).  This 

assignment is worth 20%. 

 

4) Research Exposure Requirement – You will be reading about psychology studies in the assigned text. 

To gain a greater understanding of the research process, exposure to research is a course 

requirement. You can meet this requirement by participating in research studies and/or summarizing 

research articles found in PSYC Info published within the past five years.  Some students choose to do 

a combination of these (e.g., participate in three research hours and summarize three research 

articles). The department research system has set up the following requirement: Students must 

participate in 6 hours of research studies.  If you show up for ALL of the research studies on time, you 

only need to complete 4 hours of research studies. Half of the studies can be done online. If you 

choose to summarize research articles instead, each summarized article counts as 1 research-hour 

credit. Article summaries need to be uploaded to eCollege to the dropbox.  ** Failure to complete 

the research exposure requirement will result in one-grade step deduction (e.g., if you have an A in 

the course and do not fulfill the research exposure requirement, you will receive a B in the course). 

The research exposure requirement is due December 6 at 11:59 pm.** 

 

Grade Distribution: 

Grade     Percent 

A     90-100 

B     80-89 

C     70-79 

D     60-69 

F     Below 60 

  

Course Policies 

“All students enrolled at the University shall follow the tenets of common decency and acceptable behavior 

conducive to a positive learning environment” (Code of Student Conduct’ from online Student Guide 

Handbook- http://www.tamu-commerce.edu/studentlife/guidebook%201.pdf) 

Plagiarism: Texas A & M University-Commerce views plagiarism as a serious offense.  Plagiarism occurs when 

individuals take ideas and/or words from another source and claim these ideas as their own without giving 

credit to the original author(s).  This can include copying words from an Internet website, reading an article 

and taking the authors ideas without giving them credit, or writing work that is remarkably similar to other 

written work (e.g., Changing words to synonyms is still plagiarism).  If any written work contains ideas that 

are not your own, you need to give credit to the author(s) by including citations.  Instructors are obligated to 

report instances of plagiarism to university officials.  Please refer to the American Psychology Association 
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(APA) manual for instructions on citing materials.  When in doubt about citing materials consult with Dr. 

Krueger.  Ignorance will not be tolerated as an excuse for plagiarism.  Plagiarism may result in a zero on the 

assignment.   

Scholarly Expectations: All works submitted for credit must be original works created by the student 

uniquely for the class.  It is considered inappropriate and unethical to make duplicate submissions of a single 

work for credit in multiple classes, unless specifically requested by the instructor.  Submitted work should 

demonstrate higher-order thinking skills and be of high quality.  Furthermore, cheating on an exam will not 

be tolerated.  The first offense of cheating on an exam will result in an automatic zero on the exam.  The 

second offense will result in an automatic zero in the course.   

Make-up Exams:  For the content exams, the best 2 out of 3 exams will count toward the course grade. 

There are NO makeup content exams. If you are absent on the day of a content exam, your score on the 

other two content exams will be counted. For the required, cumulative final exam proper documentation 

must be provided in advance, and the instructor will determine whether the student may make up the 

cumulative final exam. The final cumulative make-up exam will only be administered in the case of university-

approved excuses.  Note that contacting me an hour before the cumulative final exam will not likely result in 

a make-up exam.  

Late Work:  I have a strict late work policy for the observation and poster projects. If a late assignment is 

turned in within 24 hours of the due date, an automatic letter grade deduction will occur (e.g., If you earned 

an A on the paper and turned it in within 24 hours the letter grade deduction would result in a B on the 

paper).  If the assignment is turned in between 24-48 hours of the due date, two-letter grade penalty will be 

imposed (e.g., If you earned an A on the paper and turned it in between 24-48 hours of the due date, you 

would earn a C on the paper) .  If the assignment is submitted more than 48 hours late, it will automatically 

be scored as a zero (i.e., no credit granted).  **Please note that computer issues will not be considered as an 

excuse for failing to submit any assignment on time.  It is the student’s responsibility to make sure that 

assignments are turned in on time.  Therefore, do not wait until the very end to complete an assignment.**  

Extra Credit Opportunities:  Each student can earn up to 3 bonus points in this course. You may earn extra 

credit by summarizing journal articles published within the last five years related to cognitive psychology 

and/or attending university-sponsored guest talks (please check with instructor if the talk will count toward 

extra credit).  Each journal article that is completed and meets the requirements (see eCollege for journal 

article requirements) will count as 1 point. Each university-sponsored guest talk will count as 1 point.  Please 

note that if you choose to attend a university talk, you will be asked to write a summary about the talk and 

relate the information to cognitive psychology. You can do a combination of extra credit (e.g., complete two 

journal article summaries and attend one talk).  Please be advised that I do not bump up grades.  For 

example, if you earn an 89 in the course, you will receive a B.  This is your opportunity to bump up your own 

grade and learn more about psychology.   I strongly encourage you to take advantage of these extra credit 

opportunities. 

Etiquette/Netiquette: It is expected that students will arrive to class on time and stay for the full-class 

period. Offensive language in class and aggressive correspondence online will not be tolerated.  Students are 

expected to be respectful of others’ opinions when communicating.   
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Class Conduct:  Please remember to turn off your cell phone or set it to silent (not vibrate).  If you are 

expecting an urgent call (e.g., family member is having surgery, partner serving overseas is expected to call, 

etc.), please let me know before the class starts about the issue and we can make arrangements.  Do NOT 

text message or instant message in class. Although you may think that you are just multitasking, this is 

discourteous to your instructor and is distracting to classmates.  If you bring a laptop to class, you must limit 

it to class-relevant use (e.g., typing notes).  I will ask you to leave the classroom if you are engaging in off-

task behaviors.  

Technical Support: This course is supported by Texas A&M University–Commerce through the eCollege 

course management system. There is a Student Orientation Tutorial in eCollege if you are unfamiliar with it. 

If you have technology questions please contact the eCollege HelpDesk, available 24 hours a day, 7 days a 

week by clicking the HelpDesk link in the Help pages in eCollege or by sending an email directly to 

helpdesk@online.tamuc.org. You may also reach the HelpDesk by calling (toll-free) 1-866-656-5511. 

Students with Disabilities: The Americans with Disabilities Act (ADA) is a federal anti-discrimination statute 

that provides comprehensive civil rights protection for persons with disabilities. Among other things, this 

legislation requires that all students with disabilities be guaranteed a learning environment that provides for 

reasonable accommodation of their disabilities. If you have a disability requiring an accommodation, please 

contact: Office of Student Disability Resources and Services, Texas A&M University-Commerce, Gee Library, 

Room 132, Phone (903) 886-5150 or (903) 886-5835; Fax (903) 468-8148, 

StudentDisabilityServices@tamuc.edu 

Undergraduate Graduation Checklist:  

http://www.tamu-commerce.edu/registrar/pdfs/UndergradChecklist.pdf 

 1.       Total Hours for degree met? (Must be at least 120 hrs) 

 2.       Required Institutional-25% of course work taken at TAMU-Commerce? 

 3.       Last Number Institutional Required-24 out of last 30 hrs? 

 4.       Overall GPA at least 2.00 (2.50 for Certification Students)? 

 5.       University Studies Met? 

 6.       Major (plus support if applicable) Course Requirements Met? 

 7.       Major GPA is at least 2.00 (2.50 for Certification Students)? 

 8.       Major Required courses have C's or better? 

 9.      At least 6 hours are advanced in Major? 

 10.   All Certification Requirements Met? (Internship/Residency/Etc.) 

 11.   2nd Major (plus support if applicable) Course Requirements Met? 

 12.   2nd Major GPA is at least 2.00 (2.50 for Certification Students)? 

 13.   Minor (plus support if applicable) Requirements Met? 

 14.   Minor GPA is at least 2.00 (2.50 for Certification Students)? 

 15.   Junior Level Essay Met? (if applicable) 

 16.   Senior Level Check Met (minimum 60 hrs)? 

 17.   Advanced Hour Check Met? 

 18.   24 Advanced Hours taken at TAMU-Commerce? 

 19.   A&M Commerce GPA 2.00 Met (2.50 for Certification Students)? 
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TENTATIVE SCHEDULE 

Date Topic Ch. Reading Assignment Due 

8/27 (T) Syllabus/Introductions -- -- 

8/29 (R) Research Exposure Discussion -- -- 

9/3 (T) History of Cognitive Psychology Ch. 1 -- 

9/5 (R) History of Cognitive Psychology, cont. Ch. 1 -- 

9/10 (T) Perception & Consciousness Ch. 2 -- 

9/12 (R) Perception & Consciousness, cont. Ch. 2 -- 

9/17 (T) Attention Ch. 3 -- 

9/19 (R) Attention, cont. Ch. 3 -- 

9/24 (T) Immediate Memory Ch. 4 -- 

9/26 (R) Immediate Memory, cont. Ch. 4 -- 

10/1 (T) Exam 1 -- Exam over Chapters 1-4 

10/3 (R) Research Day -- -- 

10/8 (T) Object Identification Ch. 5 -- 

10/10 (R) Classification Ch. 5 -- 

10/15 (T) Types of LTM & Encoding Processes Ch. 6 -- 

10/17 (R) Retrieval Processes in LTM Ch. 6 -- 

10/22 (T) Basics of Autobiographical Memory Ch. 7 -- 

10/24 (R) Autobiographical Memory – Emotion 

and Function Ch. 7 

-- 

10/29 (T) Exam 2 -- Exam over Chapters 5-7 

10/31 (R) Sins of Memory & Eyewitness Memory Ch. 8 -- 

11/5 (T) Illusory Memories & Recovered 

Memories Ch. 8 

-- 

11/7 (R) Judgments and Decisions Ch. 11 -- 

11/12 (T) Judgments and Decisions, cont. Ch. 11 -- 

11/14 (R) Problem Solving Ch. 12 -- 

11/19  (T) Problem Solving, cont. Ch. 12 -- 

11/21 (R) Exam 3 -- Exam over Chapters 8, 11, & 12 

11/26 (T) Applications Writing Day -- -- 

11/28 (R) Thanksgiving – University Closed -- -- 

12/3 (T) Discussion of Cognition in Media 

Assignment 

-- Cognition in Media Assignment 

Due to dropbox by 12:29 pm 

12/5 (R) Discussion of Cognition in Media 

Assignment 

-- -- 

12/6 (F) Outstanding research exposure 

requirement, if applicable 

-- Research Exposure Requirement 

due by 11:59 pm 

Finals 

Week 

Cumulative Final Exam (Date and Time: 

TBA) 

-- Exam over Chapters 1-8, 11, & 12 

 

 


