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History 360.01E 

Themes in World History 

 

Nationalism: Identity, State-Building, and Genocide 

 Instructor:  Dr. Mark Moreno 

Class Meets: Tues.-Thurs., 12:30 p.m. to 1:45 p.m., SS150   

Office Location: Ferguson Social Sciences, TBA 

Office Hours: Tues.-Thurs., 2:15 p.m.to 4:15 p.m. and by appointment 

Office Phone: TBA 

Email: emarkmoreno@gmail.com (to be updated) 

Office Fax: 903-468-3230 

COURSE INFORMATION 

 

Course Description 

What is a “nation”? After seven thousand years of civilization, where most peoples of the world 

were ruled by monarchs and religious figures, the American and French Revolutions of the late 

eighteenth century ushered in a new era of governing and identity. The idea of “nation” is 

modern, but still poorly understood by many citizens of modern states. “Nation” in the modern 

world denotes a set of borders, a governing structure or “state,” and a population that shares 

cultural characteristics like language, religion, and/or ethnic and racial traits. Issues of national 

identity – nationalism – have fueled wars and led to modern genocide, the deliberate murder of a 

people based on cultural or perceived racial characteristics. In addition, nationalism based on 

mailto:emarkmoreno@gmail.com
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regional ethnic identity (ethnonationalism) has been a source of great instability in the modern 

world. In the twentieth century, ethnic populations that have fought for political independence 

from outside powers have discovered the “dark side” of autonomy: National pride alone does not 

necessarily equate to peace and economic prosperity. Nations that have attained independence 

from colonial powers – in Latin America, Africa, and Asia – have also had great difficulties in 

building coherent nation-states and national identities. This course explores major problems in 

nationalism, national identity, state-building, and genocide, all products of the modern world. 

Required Texts 

Paine, S.C.M., Ed. Nation-Building, State-Building, and Economic Development: Case Studies 

and Comparisons (M.E. Sharpe, 2009), ISBN: 978-0-7656-2245-7, $39.95 

Totten, Samuel, and William S. Parsons, eds., Centuries of Genocide: Essays and Eyewitness 

Accounts, 4
th

 Ed. (Routledge, 2013), ISBN: 978-0-415-87192-1, $43.00 (Approximate) 

Smith, Anthony D., Nationalism (Wiley, 2013), ISBN: 978-0-7456-5967-1, $19.99 

Additional Materials will be posted on eCollege 

Student Learning Outcomes 

By the end of the fall 2013 semester, students will learn to recognize major themes in the 

historical development and study of nationalism and national identity, and have the ability to 

articulate such themes verbally or in writing. Students will also recognize historical patterns in 

the modern development of nationalism, on both national and ethnic levels, and they will identify 

connections between nationalism and genocide in selected cases of world history.     

COURSE REQUIREMENTS 

 

Participation, attendance, discussion: Individual students will take the lead in both classroom 

and/or online discussions, and prepare a summary and analysis of assigned weekly readings. 

Regular attendance is expected, and 10 points will be deducted for every three unexcused 

absences. The instructor will also grade on participation in class discussions. Some lectures will 

reflect topics outside the textbooks, such as Mexico, Nazi Germany, the Kurdish Middle East, 

and the Congo region of Africa. Other lectures and film/video presentations will relate to class 

readings. Class time is meant for both lecture and discussion, so participation is important. 

Papers: Students will produce a 10- to 12-page research paper on nationalism or the relationship 

between nationalism and genocide, either in specific historical cases, or in the abstract. All 

papers need to contain documentary evidence, solid thesis statements and conclusions, and cited, 

specific information. Good grammar is expected. Students are asked to use the Chicago Manuel 

of Style (15
th

 or 16
th

 editions) for their papers. Non-history majors may substitute the Chicago 
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style for their own social science or humanities style with prior approval from the instructor. 

Guidelines for the paper will be discussed in class and posted on eCollege. Papers are to be 

turned in electronically to the Dropbox -- unless otherwise directed -- and will be automatically 

checked for plagiarism through Turntin (instructions to follow). Twenty points will be deducted 

from any papers turned in past the due date, and papers will not be accepted after one week. 

Plagiarism: Taking work directly from other sources and presenting it as your own is a serious 

academic offense, and will automatically result in a “0” grade for your paper, and possibly for 

the class. In addition, students will need to meet with the instructor for explanation and will be 

subject to disciplinary action by the University. Modern (or postmodern) technology has made 

detection of plagiarism easier than ever before, and faculty members in most cases have adopted 

a “zero tolerance” policy for such actions. All work produced for this class must come directly 

from History 360 students, and be specific to History 360 for the Fall 2013 semester. 

 

Exams: Two Blue Book exams – a midterm and a final – will be assigned in this class. 

 

Grading 

 

Discussions = 100 points 

Attendance and Participation = 50 points for the semester 

Exams = 200 points 

Research Paper = 150 points 

 

Total = 500 points possible 

 

Percentages for final grade: 

                   90-100% = A range 

                     80-90% = B range 

          70-80% = C range  

                     60-70% = D range 

               Below 60% = F 

 

TECHNOLOGY REQUIREMENTS, ACCESS, and NAVIGATION 
 

The following information has been provided to assist you in preparing to use technology 

successfully in this course. 

Required:  

High-speed Internet access, a word processor, and a printer for some assignments 

For eCollege, Windows operating systems (XP or newer) is suggested. Effective browsers are 

Internet Explorer 6.0, 7.0 or 8.0, Mac OS X, Safari 2.0 or Firefox 3.0.   

This course is facilitated online with eCollege, the online system used by Texas A&M 

University-Commerce. You can get started at https://tamucommerce.edu/login.aspx. You will 

https://tamucommerce.edu/login.aspx
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need your CWID and password to login to the course. If you do not know your CWID or have 

forgotten your password, contact Technology Services at 903-468-6000 or helpdesk@tamuc.edu. 

 

All relevant course materials – including the syllabus – can be found in eCollege. 

 

COMMUNICATION AND SUPPORT 

 

Interaction with Instructor 

Email through the online learning system is the best way to contact the instructor outside of 

class. Students should expect a response within 24 hours on weekdays.   

Writing and Library Support 

For assistance with writing, students are encouraged to make appointments with the University 

Writing Center: 

http:///web.tamu-commerce.edu/http/academics/colleges/humanitiesSocialSciencesArts 

/departments/literatureLanguages/writingCenter/default.aspx  

 

For navigation through research materials, contact Emily Witsell in the University Library: 

Emily_Witsell@tamu-commerce.edu, 903-886-5719. Her office is at 218 Gee Library, and her 

office hours are Wed., 8-12 p.m., and Thurs. from 1- 5 p.m. 

 

An index of scholarly articles on nations and nationalism is located on “The Nationalism 

Project” Web site:  

http://www.nationalismproject.org/journals.htm 

 

Texas A&M University-Commerce provides students technical support in the use of eCollege. 

The student help desk may be reached by the following means 24 hours a day, seven days a 

Week: 

 

Chat Support: Click on “Live Support” on the tool bar on our course homepage to chat with an 

eCollege Representative. 

Phone: Call 1-866-656-5511 (Toll free) to speak with an eCollege Technical Support 

Representative. 

Email: Send to helpdesk@online.tamuc.org to request support with from an eCollege Technical 

Support 

Representative. 

Help: Click on the “Help” button on the homepage toolbar for information regarding working 

with eCollege functions 

 

COURSE AND UNIVERSITY PROCEDURES AND POLICIES 

 

 

Electronic Devices: No hand-held electronic gadgets -- smartphones or otherwise -- are allowed 

to be in use during class time. The use of laptops and electronic notebooks will be prohibited for 

mailto:helpdesk@tamuc.edu
http://web.tamu-commerce.edu/http/academics/colleges/humanitiesSocialSciencesArts%20/departments/literatureLanguages/writingCenter/default.aspx
http://web.tamu-commerce.edu/http/academics/colleges/humanitiesSocialSciencesArts%20/departments/literatureLanguages/writingCenter/default.aspx
mailto:Emily_Witsell@tamu-commerce.edu
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any student not using them for note-taking or other activities directly related to class. The 

instructor reserves the right to revoke such privileges. Do not engage in prolonged conversations 

about non-class related subjects, which tend to distract other students and the instructor. For this 

class, it is important to be focused on the subject matter during lectures, discussions, and 

film/video presentations. Non-attendance and failure to engage in discussions will result in 

reduced points. Discussions and debates are to be conducted civilly and in manners befitting 

advanced-level students. Discussions on nationalism must revolve around documented evidence.  

 

Plagiarism: As stated above, it is easy to detect and provokes the ire of faculty members like 

almost nothing else, and it is against University policy. 

University Specific Procedures: 

 

ADA Statement 

 

The Americans with Disabilities Act (ADA) is a federal anti-discrimination statute that provides 

comprehensive civil rights protection for persons with disabilities. Among other things, this 

legislation requires that all students with disabilities be guaranteed a learning environment that 

provides for reasonable accommodation of their disabilities. If you have a disability requiring an 

accommodation, please contact: 

 

Office of Student Disability Resources and Services 

Texas A&M University-Commerce 

Gee Library 132 

Phone (903) 886-5150 or (903) 886-5835 

Fax (903) 468-8148 

StudentDisabilityServices@tamuc.edu 

Student Disability Resources & Services 

 

Student Conduct 

 

All students enrolled at the University shall follow the tenets of common decency and acceptable 

behavior conducive to a positive learning environment. (See the “Code of Student Conduct” in 

Student Guide Handbook.) 

COURSE OUTLINE / CALENDAR 

This schedule may be subject to slight revision during the course of the semester 

Lecture/Discussion Schedule 

Week 1: Introduction 

 Explaining Nation-States and Nationalisms 

 The French Revolution and the Birth of Republicanism 

 Readings: Smith, Chap. 1, “Concepts”; Paine, “Introduction” 
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Week 2  

 Discussion on Readings 

 Western Liberalism and Statehood in the Nineteenth Century 

 Mexico: Nation-State vs. Empire, 1862-1867 

 Readings: Smith, Chapter 2, “Ideologies,” and Chapter 3, “Paradigms” 

Week 3 

 Discussion on Readings 

 Modern Imperialism and National Identity; Film. “Savage Acts” 

 Germany: Fragmented Monarchies to Industrial Nation-State 

Readings: Totten et al., Chapter 3, “The Genocide of the Herero and Nama in German 

Southwest Africa, 1904-1907””; Paine, Chapter 3, “The Philippines: The Contested 

State” 

Week 4 

 Discussion on Readings 

 Mexico: Race and Nation  

 The Ottoman Empire at End; Film, “The Armenian Genocide” 

Readings: Paine, Chapter 6, “Mustafa Kemal Ataturk and the Creation of the Turkish 

Republic”; Totten et. al, Chapter 4, “The Armenian Genocide”; Dambourges, Jacques, 

“The Chinese Massacre in Torreon (Coahuila) in 1911” (eCollege) 

Week 5 

 Discussion on Readings 

 The Russian Revolution: Socialism as Nationalism 

 German Identity under National Socialism 

Readings: Paine, Chapter 5, “State and Nation-Building in the Soviet Union under 

Vladimir Lenin and Joseph Stalin”; Totton et al., “Chapter 5: Soviet Man-Made Famine 

in Ukraine”; Smith, Chapter 4, “Theories” 

Week 6 

 Discussion on Readings 

 Genocide and Twentieth Century Nationalism 

 Jewish Nationalism 

Readings: “Nation-Building in Israel”; Totten et al., Chapter 6, “The Holocaust: Jews, 

Gypsies, and the Handicapped” 
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Week 7 

 Midterm Exam 

 Arab Nationalisms 

 Kurdish Nationalism (Non-Arab Middle East) 

Readings: Paine, Chapter 8, “Nasser’s Egypt: A Quest for Power and Prosperity,” 

Chapter 11, “Jordan: Among Three Nationalisms, “Chapter 12 

Week 8 

 Discussion on Readings 

 Post-Colonial Nationalisms 

 Film, “The Battle for Algiers” 

Readings: Paine, Chapter 2, “France in Algeria: The Heritage of Violence”; Paine, 

Chapter 2, “Nation-Building in India under British Rule”; Smith, Chapter 5, “Histories” 

Week 9 

 Discussion on Readings 

 Post-Colonial Nationalisms: The Congo and African Peoples 

Readings: Paine, Chapter 15, “Deconstruction in the Republic of the Congo”; Totten et 

al., “The 1994 Genocide of the Tutsi in Rwanda” 

Week 10 

 Discussion on Readings  

 Nationalisms and Genocide in Latin America; Film, “Black in Latin America” 

 Indonesia: Multicultural Nationalism 

Readings: Paine, Chapter 10, “The Incomplete State: The Dominican Republic, 1844-

1961,” and Chapter 18, “National Identity and Exclusion in Indonesia”; Totten et al., 

Chapter 10, “Guatemala: Acts of Genocide and Scorched-Earth Counterinsurgency War” 

 

Week 11 

 

 Discussion on Readings 

 Nationalism in Communist Asia 

Readings: Paine, Chapter 7, “Mao Zedong: Utopian Visions and Practical Realities,” and 

Chapter 13, “State-Building and Economic Failure in North Korea” 

 

Week 12 

 

 Wrap-Up: Defining Nations and Nationalism  
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 Research Papers Due 

Week 13 

Thanksgiving! 

Week 14 

 Nationalisms in Post-Communist Eastern Europe 

 Nations and Genocide in the Postmodern World: Sudan and South Sudan 

Readings: Paine, “Conclusions”; Totten et al., Chapter 14, “Genocidal Violence in the 

former Yugoslavia: Bosnia and Herzegovina,” and Chapter 15, “Genocide in Darfur, 

Sudan”; Smith, Chapter 6, “Prospects” 

 

Week 15 

 Discussion; Film, TBA 

 American Street Gangs as Nihilistic Ethnonationalist Phenomena 

Final Exam (See Finals schedule) 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


