
PHO 351.801 (cross-listed with) : INTRO TO PHOTOJOURNALISM 
JOUR 351.801 
 
                             Instructor: Chad Smith 
                             Content Provider: Steve Hamm 
 
Tuesday, 6:30-10:30PM, Location: UCD 
Email : shammer49@gmail.com 
 
Course Description 
 
Students taking this course will receive instruction introducing the art of visual 
storytelling in relation to covering and expressing a news event with a camera. 
We will compare and contrast the challenges of noted photojournalists from 
Dorothea Lange who documented the Great Depression in the 1930’s to Vernon 
Bryant who recently covered the Summer Olympics in London. 
 
Course Objectives 
 

- Discuss and explain the role of a photojournalist. 
- Discuss and explain the importance of preparation and communication 

before, during and until completion of an assignment. 
- Discuss significant achievements which ultimately helped build the 

foundation on which the industry currently stands. 
- Guest lecturer will share details surrounding the day in a life of a working 

photojournalist. 
- Discuss career possibilities in becoming a working photojournalist. 

 
 Assessment 
 

- An evaluation assessment based on the student’s ability to meet /exceed 
course objectives will be based on their performance on written/research 
assignments, classroom participation, quizzes and exams as well as 
completion of photography projects. 

 
 Required Reading 
 

- There will be one required textbook for this course. Photojournalism, by 
Reuel Golden, Carlton Books (ISBN: 9781847326362) 

- Any additional information used to augment instruction will be distributed 
in class. 

 
 Assignments 
 

- All assignments (unless otherwise instructed in class) will be due at the 
end of class. Time management and meeting deadlines are paramount to 



the success of a working photojournalist. Failure to complete and turn in 
required assignments before the end of the class period will result in the 
loss of a letter grade for the assignment. Work not received within one 
week of its assignment will not be accepted for a grade. 
 

    Classroom Etiquette  
 
   -   Respect is paramount when looking to assure an environment conducive    
to learning. This starts with respect for oneself, the instructor, university and 
other students as well as the ability of other classmates to express opinions 
without the fear of personal ridicule.  
   -   All student conduct is expected to stay within the parameters outlined in   
the Texas A&M University-Commerce Student Guidebook Code of Conduct. 
Any violations will be referred to the department head for appropriate 
resolution. 
 

 
  Prohibited during Class 
 

- Cellphones and electronic devices: Please turn off all cellphones and 
electronic devices during class time as they are both a distraction and 
disrespectful to myself and students attempting to concentrate on the 
content of the class. Also sleeping will not be allowed nor will any 
computer use except during class lab time.  

- Also no food or drink will be allowed due to the presence of computers. 
Also please be considerate of all involved and be to class on time and 
prepared. I understand that emergencies may arise but we need to keep 
entering/exiting the room to a minimal to preserve a conducive learning 
environment. Also conversations within the classroom should be the ones 
being shared constructively with the entire class. Also repeated tardiness 
could adversely impact your grade as well as comprehension of the 
covered information. 

 
 
   _Absence of Academic Dishonesty 
 

- There is no room for academic dishonesty within the scope of the course.             
- Appropriate action will be taken should the situation arise for immediate 

resolution. 
 
   Course Requirements 
 

- Attendance and participation are mandatory and necessary components    
leading to a successful learning environment. Students engaged in 
energetic discussions enhance the classroom topic covered as well as 
resulting in each student feeling they a contributing part of the class. 



 
 
   Grade Breakdown 
 

- Research and Photo projects : 40% 
- Tests and quizzes : 25% 
- Final exam : 20% 
- Classroom participation : 15% 

 
 
   Email Communication 
 

- Feel free to communicate with me when a question arises away from our 
classroom regarding the class curriculum. Also please respect the 
importance of our class time and refrain from requesting to discuss your 
grade or a question regarding a returned assignment.  

- Please email me so we could arrange a time mutually conducive to 
discuss the assignment away from class. Your courtesy and consideration 
in this matter is greatly appreciated. 

- Email ASAP if your absence from class negates your ability to take a 
required test (we will discuss in-class when those dates will be so you will 
be prepared). You will be given 2 weeks to make up the exam, but you 
must communicate your desire to do so. As with any absence, 
communication with your instructor is a key to success to maintain course 
pace. 

 
 

 
 

            
 
      
 

 
 

 
 
 


