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Sociology 316.01W, 03W Marriage and Family 

Fall 2013 

 

Instructor:    Cori Holden, Adjunct Instructor 

Office Location:  Ferguson Social Science Building 219 

Class Time & Location: Web Based Course 

Office Hours:   By appointment only 

Office Phone:   903-468-3259 

Office Fax:   903-886-5330 

University Email Address: cori.holden.@tamuc.edu 

 

COURSE INFORMATION 

 

Materials—Textbooks, Readings, Supplementary Readings 

Textbook Required: 

1]  Benokraitis, Nijole V., 2012. Marriage and Families: Changes, Choices, and Constraints. 

7
th

 edition. Prentice Hall. 

2] Reserve reading (which will be posted on Ecollege) 

 

Course Description: 
This course is a general introduction to marriage and family relationships in the United 

States, along with comparative examples of other cultures for critical thinking. Topics 

covered include an overview of the institution of marriage and family, theoretical 

perspectives on the institution, research approaches in studying the institution, gendered 

identities, love and intimacy, human sexuality, dating and courtship, the single life, 

kinship responsibilities, cohabitation, communication, dual career marriages, conflict and 

divorce, aging process, and marital adjustment and enrichment. 

 

Student Learning Outcomes: 

1] The course is aimed at providing an in depth understanding of the sociological 

perspective to selected marriage and family issues and problems. It will help you to 

become familiar with the language and literature as well as the key ideas, concepts, 

theories, and issues commonly associated with discourse on marriage and family relations 

2] To apply theoretical ideas to real life 

3] To offer a practicum in personal relationships—grounded in social research 

4] To encourage personal growth and hone social skills 

5] To create a forum of acceptance of diversity, freedom of expression, and a sharing but 

discreet discussion  

6] To appreciate research, respect evidence, and practice critical thought  
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Course Format: 

 The textbook will be used to provide definitions and descriptive background information 

of each topic discussed. Additional provided readings, lectures, discussions, videos, writing 

assignments, and other materials will be utilized for application and critical thinking. I highly 

recommend that students take notes on all reading assignments. This will help you prepare for 

class discussions and also keep the readings separate in your mind. The following questions will 

help to critically read each assignment: 

1] What is the main idea, point, or argument of the reading? 

2] List three important facts or sources of evidence to support the main idea 

3] What concepts or ideas from class lecture are also discussed in this reading? 

4] List any new terms or concepts introduced in the article with a brief definition. 

5] Are there any problems or points I disagree with in the main point of the reading? That is, 

are there alternative explanations or theories that could also explain these phenomena? 

 

COURSE REQUIREMENTS 

 

Course Requirements: 

1] Exams 

a. There will be FOUR exams during the semester. The format of each exam will be 

multiple choice, true/false, matching, and short answer.  

b. Each exam will be 100 points. 

c. The final exam will be TBA. The final will NOT be comprehensive. The format 

of the final exam will be similar to the three exams given earlier in the semester.  

d. Exams will NOT be accepted late for any reason. See “Makeup Exams” under the 

Course and University Procedures section. 

2] Projects 

a. Over the course of the semester, students will take an active part in the class by 

applying lectures and discussions to the real world. A total of TWO major papers 

will be assigned throughout the semester. 

b. Papers will be turned in via ecollege. NO assignments will be accepted more than 

two days late (this does NOT mean two class days; this is two calendar days). The 

late penalty will be a deduction of 5% from the project’s original value per day it 

is late.  

c. Students will not be allowed to do any extra paper for extra credit, nor will they 

be allowed to re-do any of the papers once handed in. 

d. The midterm project will be worth 100 points, and the final project will be worth 

200. 

3] Discussion Boards 

a. A total of five prompts will be posted in eCollege under Discussion. These 

prompts are usually based on the primary source readings assigned for the week 

and additional readings selected by the Instructor. Students must answer each 

prompt in two paragraphs using the primary sources and any relevant information 

from other class texts. Posts must contain evidence cited from the assigned 

readings. Students will submit their discussion post to the Discussion Thread by 

11:59pm on Friday of the week indicated. While these posts are more informal 
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than the paper, spelling and grammar must be accurate. Discussion Posts cannot 

be made up. No late work accepted. 

b. *Students can earn from 1 to 5 additional points (up to the maximum 40 points for 

the assignment) by responding to a fellow classmate’s post. Your response must 

elaborate on a point or pose a related idea/question. Simply writing something 

like, “Good work, Joe! I completely agree.” is insufficient and will not receive 

points. In other words, responding to the prompt one time will NOT get you the 

maximum points possible! 

c. Note: I reserve the right to substitute special assignments of a similar length with 

notice 

4] Participation 

a. This course moves at a fast pace and focuses on a variety of complex events and 

ideas, sometimes spending only a short amount of time on a particularly large 

topic. For this reason, you must keep up with the readings and writing 

assignments. As this is a university level course, discussion (through the 

discussion post assignment) is also an expected part of the class. I understand it 

can be difficult to actively participate in an online course environment as you 

would in a traditional classroom setting. Therefore, opportunities for special 

participation exercises will be announced during the semester. Participation 

throughout the semester will be worth up to 100 points in total. 

5] Extra Credit 

a. Don’t ask. There won’t be any. There are two types of students who want to do 

extra credit: those who want an even higher A and those who are failing. In either 

case, extra credit makes no sense. Put in the time, energy, and effort on the 

regular work and you will not need any extra credit. 

6] Grading: 

a. A total of 1000 points are attainable in this course. The breakdown of points is as 

follows: 

Four tests @ 100 points each   =400 points 

Two projects points each   =300 points 

Discussion Boards @ 40 points each  = 200 points 

Participation     = 100 points 

        1000 points 

 

This translates into the approximate point totals for each final grade: 

 

 A 900+ points [90%-100%] 

 B 800-899 points [80%-89%] 

 C 700-799 points [70%-79%] 

 D 600-699 points [60%-69%] 

 F 599 points and below [59% and less] 
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TECHNOLOGY REQUIREMENTS 

 

The following information has been provided to assist you in preparing to use technology  

successfully in this course. 

  

- Internet access/connection – high speed required (not dial-up)  

- Word Processor (i.e. MS Word)  

 

Additionally, the following hardware and software are necessary to use eCollege: Our campus is 

optimized to work in a Microsoft Windows environment. This means our courses work best if 

you are using a Windows operating system (XP or newer) and a recent version of Microsoft 

Internet Explorer (6.0, 7.0, or 8.0). Your courses will also work with Macintosh OS X along with 

a recent version of Safari 2.0 or better. Along with Internet Explorer and Safari, eCollege also 

supports the Firefox browser (3.0) on both Windows and Mac operating systems. It is strongly 

recommended that you perform a “Browser Test” prior to the start of your course.To launch a 

browser test, login in to eCollege, click on the ‘myCourses’ tab, and then select the“Browser 

Test” link under Support Services.  

 

All students should have access to email, as periodic announcements and reminders will be made 

using this format. 

 

ACCESS AND NAVIAGATION 

 

This course will be facilitated using eCollege, the Learning Management System used by Texas 

A&M University-Commerce. To get started with the course, go to:  

https://leo.tamuc.edu/login.aspx.  

 

You will need your CWID and password to log in to the course. If you do not know your CWID 

or have forgotten your password, contact Technology Services at 903.468.6000 or  

helpdesk@tamuc.edu. 

 

This course will use most of the features in eCollege including email, announcements, threaded  

discussion, assignment drop boxes, and the grade book. Students can also find the syllabus and 

other necessary materials posted in the course space. 

 

COMMUNICATION AND SUUPORT 

 

Interaction with Instructor Statement: 

Email is the best way to contact the Instructor with any questions or concerns. Unless otherwise 

announced, students will receive a response within 24 hours. 

 

eCollege Student Technical Support:  

Texas A&M University-Commerce provides students technical support in the use of eCollege.  

The student help desk may be reached by the following means 24 hours a day, seven days a 

week.  

https://leo.tamuc.edu/login.aspx
mailto:helpdesk@tamuc.edu
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Chat Support: Click on 'Live Support' on the tool bar within your course to chat with an  

eCollege Representative.  

Phone: 1-866-656-5511 (Toll Free) to speak with eCollege Technical Support Representative.  

Email: helpdesk@online.tamuc.org to initiate a support request with eCollege Technical Support  

Representative.  

Help: Click on the 'Help' button on the toolbar for information regarding working with eCollege  

(i.e. How to submit to dropbox, How to post to discussions etc…) 

 

COURSE AND UNIVERSITY PROCEDURES/POLICIES 

 

I. Course Specific Procedures: 

a. Makeup Exams 

I understand that situations that cannot be predicted or avoided will happen. If an 

exam is missed for any reason, the student will then be required to take a makeup 

exam during finals week that will be comprehensive. Students can only miss ONE 

exam per semester. 

 

b. Academic Honesty 

Cheating and Plagiarism: It should go without saying that every student is expected to 

do his/her own work. Plagiarism (the use of other’s words, phrases, and ideas in your 

own writing without giving credit to the original author) is a form of cheating and not 

only violates academic ethical standards, but it is against the law! Do not do it! 

At minimum any student found to be in violation of University rules will receive an 

“F” on the exam or assignment involved. ALL instances of academic dishonesty will 

be reported to the Department Head. This office may choose to pursue further 

disciplinary action through the University. 

 

c. Grades of Incomplete 

I DO NOT ASSIGN GRADES OF INCOMPLETE IN THIS COURSE. All 

coursework must be handed in to me by May 10
th

. Your grade will be assigned based 

on the points you have earned from all completed work at that time. It is your 

responsibility to finish assignments prior to their due dates or to make alternate 

arrangements for their completion. Do not assume I can or will extend due dates or 

course requirements for your individual needs or preferences. I DO NOT DROP 

STUDENTS FROM MY COURSES. If you feel Sociology 1306 is not the course for 

you, please take the necessary steps to remove yourself from the class. Simply not 

attending in hopes that I will remedy the situation for you will not happen. You are 

responsible for the consequences stemming from either coming to class or not coming 

to class. 

 

d. Extra Credit and Curving 

From this syllabus it is very clear as to the number of assignments and the possible 

points to be attained in the course. You begin earning points on day one. Do not rely 

on friends’ notes or on the professor to explain what the reading are about. It is your 

responsibility to READ, LISTEN, AND COMPREHEND the material. If you do not 
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understand a concept or issue, please ask me to clarify, or stay after class for further 

elaboration. 

I will not curve the grades of a class to conform to an artificial bell curve, so requests 

to do so will fall on deaf ears. I will assist the class by means of lectures, discussions, 

study guides, and reviews, but I do not manipulate your test score, drop a test score, 

or inflate your test score so that it will be more to your liking. An improvement of 

grades will come from your studying efforts and not from your instructor’s generous 

grading, so please do not expect or ask for more, or extra credit points in the course. 

e. Attendance 

As this is an online course, regular attendance will not be taken. This does not mean 

you should not log into the course regularly. You should expect to spend 

approximately three hours per week in the course and three hours outside the course 

reading and preparing for the course. 

f. Decorum 
I will treat you with respect and I expect the same in return. Please exercise 

common courtesy as if you were physically in a classroom setting. 

Because we will be dealing with controversial contemporary social issues, an 

open mind and a mature attitude are important requirements for this course. 

Students are expected to be polite and courteous at all times. Disruptive 

behavior of any kind will not be tolerated. 

 

II. University Specific Procedures 

a. ADA Statement 
The Americans with Disabilities Act (ADA) is a federal anti-discrimination statute that 

provides comprehensive civil rights protection for persons with disabilities. Among other 

things, this legislation requires that all students with disabilities be guaranteed a learning 

environment that provides for reasonable accommodation of their disabilities. If you have 

a disability requiring an accommodation, please contact: 

Office of Student Disability Resources and Services 

Texas A&M University-Commerce 

Gee Library 132 

Phone (903) 886-5150 or (903) 886-5835 

Fax (903) 468-8148 

StudentDisabilityServices@tamuc.edu 

 

b. Statement on Student Conduct 
All students enrolled at the University shall follow the tenants of common decency and 

acceptable behavior conducive to a positive learning environment. (See Code of Student 

Conduct from Student Guide Handbook). 

 

COURSE OUTLINE/CALENDAR 

 

I reserve the right to make changes to dates and/or assignments. Prior advance notice will be 

given in class. You are expected to read the assigned material prior to class! The tentative course 

calendar will be made available to students on ecollege on the first day of class. 

mailto:StudentDisabilityServices@tamuc.edu

