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“All teaching begins with what is already known.”  ~Aristotle 

 
 

 

 

ENG 403:  Discipline of English  
“Teaching Secondary English in the 21

st
 Century” 

 

 
    

Instructor Susan J. Warley  Term  Fall 2013 

Office HL 233 Class Meeting    MWF 

E-Mail  

Office Hours  

swarley@leomail.tamuc.edu 

11-1230 MW 

Time 

Classroom 

10-1050A 

HL 305 
        

        

      

 

 
Course Description 
 

Welcome, future English teachers! This course focuses on the teaching of secondary-level 

English. In our discussions, we’ll explore the latest and most innovative methods in the teaching 

of writing, grammar, and literature. Our textbooks cover such topics as unit and lesson design, 

strategies for teaching reading and writing, methods for assessing student work, and integrating 

technology in the classroom. We’ll discuss current trends and challenges in the teaching of 

English, and you’ll gain an increased familiarity with the TEKS and the domains on the STAAR 

test. Attention will also be given to preparing for the state-mandated teacher certification exam 

for secondary English. Supplemental reading materials will be available at the class wiki site 

listed below.  Prerequisite: Eng 1302. 
 

http://eng403teachinghsenglish.wikispaces.com/   

 
 

Required Texts   
 

1.  The English Teacher's Companion, Fourth Edition: A Completely New Guide to Classroom, Curriculum, 

and the Profession (2013) by Jim Burke; (ISBN-10: 0325028400 / ISBN-13: 978-0325028408).  
 

2.  Teaching English by Design: How to Create and Carry Out Instructional Units (2008) by Peter 

         Smagorinsky; (ISBN-10: 0325009805 / ISBN-13: 978-0325009803). 

 

mailto:swarley@leomail.tamuc.edu
http://eng403teachinghsenglish.wikispaces.com/
http://www.amazon.com/s/ref=ntt_athr_dp_sr_1?_encoding=UTF8&field-author=Jim%20Burke&search-alias=books&sort=relevancerank


 

Suggested Text (not required): 

Lesson Plans for Creating Media-Rich Classrooms (2013), Mary Christel and Scott Sullivan (editors); 

     ISBN/ISSN: 978-0-8141-3048-3. 
 

Supplemental Texts (available online): 

TExES Study Manual (Test Framework) 

http://www.texes.ets.org/assets/pdf/Test%20Frameworks/131_elar_8_12_framework.pdf 

TExES Preparation Manual (SBEC Manual with Sample Test Questions) 

http://www.texes.ets.org/assets/pdf/testprep_manuals/131_elar8_12_55003_web.pdf 

 

USEFUL WEBSITES 
Standards and Testing: 

Texas Education Agency (TEA).  http://www.tea.state.tx.us/ 

ETS TExES.  http://cms.texes-ets.org/ 

STAAR Writing and English I, II, III.  http://www.tea.state.tx.us/student.assessment/staar/writing/ 

STAAR Assessments-EOC. http://www.tea.state.tx.us/student.assessment/staar/ac/ 

 

Organizations: 

National Council of Teachers of English (NCTE). http://www.ncte.org/ 

English Journal.  http://www.ncte.org/journals/ej 

Advanced Placement (AP). http://apcentral.collegeboard.com/apc/Controller.jpf 

 https://apstudent.collegeboard.org/home 

 

Teacher Resources: 

The Project Gutenberg E-text.  http://www.gutenberg.org/ 

The Teaching Channel.  https://www.teachingchannel.org/videos?landing_page=Common+Core+Landing+Page&gclid=CI32-

eLDyLcCFWlo7AodFRgAQA 

Read-Think-Write (NCTE).  http://www.readwritethink.org/?orgn_id= 

Jim Burke’s Website.  http://englishcompanion.com/ 

EPS Lessons.  http://eps.schoolspecialty.com/resources/samples.cfm 

The Creative Writing Workshop.  http://www.creatingcreativeclasses.com/the-book-the-creative-classroom.html 

Mind Maps.  http://www.creatingcreativeclasses.com/mind-map-gallery.html 

AP English Exam.  http://mormonmonk.blogspot.com/2010/06/grading-2010-ap-english-language-exam.html 

 

Cloud Products: 

Prezi (presentations).  http://prezi.com/ 

Dropbox (peer reviews).  https://www.dropbox.com/ 

Edmondo.  http://www.edmodo.com/home#/ 

Wiki.  http://www.wiki.com/ 

Wordle (word cloud).  http://www.wordle.net/ 

 

Other: 

MLA Format.  http://owl.english.purdue.edu/owl/resource/747/01/ 

 

Course Objectives and Learning Outcomes – In this course, you’ll expand your knowledge of: 
 

 TEKS/STAAR elements and how these elements inform lesson design. 

 TExES competencies on the state certification exam (ELAR #131 and/or ELAR #117).   

 Scope and sequence of the secondary ELAR curriculum. 

 Unit and lesson design. 

 Alternatives to the teacher-centered ELAR classroom. 

 Strategies for teaching reading and writing in the differentiated classroom. 

 Current issues in the field of teaching secondary ELAR. 

 Assessing and responding to student work. 

 Using technology in the teaching of ELAR. 
 
 

http://www.texes.ets.org/assets/pdf/Test%20Frameworks/131_elar_8_12_framework.pdf
http://www.texes.ets.org/assets/pdf/testprep_manuals/131_elar8_12_55003_web.pdf
http://www.tea.state.tx.us/
http://cms.texes-ets.org/
http://www.tea.state.tx.us/student.assessment/staar/writing/
http://www.tea.state.tx.us/student.assessment/staar/ac/
http://www.ncte.org/
http://www.ncte.org/journals/ej
http://apcentral.collegeboard.com/apc/Controller.jpf
https://apstudent.collegeboard.org/home
http://www.gutenberg.org/
https://www.teachingchannel.org/videos?landing_page=Common+Core+Landing+Page&gclid=CI32-eLDyLcCFWlo7AodFRgAQA
https://www.teachingchannel.org/videos?landing_page=Common+Core+Landing+Page&gclid=CI32-eLDyLcCFWlo7AodFRgAQA
http://www.readwritethink.org/?orgn_id
http://englishcompanion.com/
http://eps.schoolspecialty.com/resources/samples.cfm
http://www.creatingcreativeclasses.com/the-book-the-creative-classroom.html
http://www.creatingcreativeclasses.com/mind-map-gallery.html
http://mormonmonk.blogspot.com/2010/06/grading-2010-ap-english-language-exam.html
http://prezi.com/
https://www.dropbox.com/
http://www.edmodo.com/home#/
http://www.wiki.com/
http://www.wordle.net/
http://owl.english.purdue.edu/owl/resource/747/01/


 

 

Assignments 
 

1.  Reading Response Papers (RRPs):  You will turn in five (5) formal RRPs during the semester. These papers will 

be written in response to an assigned chapter assignment and turned in to me at the conclusion of our class discussion. 

You must be present in the class to receive credit for these assignments.  

 

 You may choose from any of the chapters we read, so select the topics that interest you the most and work the 

best with your schedule.  

 Keep in mind that the purpose of these assignments is not to test how well you’ve read the assigned material 

(so avoid summarizing), but instead to give you an opportunity to comment on one or two points in a 

particular reading.  

 Each response paper will be evaluated according to the degree of detail in your commentary and the sensible 

connections you make to other readings, class discussions, experiences, and the TEKS elements/STAAR 

exam.  

 Late papers and emailed papers will not be accepted.  

 Length Requirement:  1 ½-2 typed pages, double-spaced, MLA style formatting.    

 

2.  Quizzes:  Random quizzes will be given over the assigned readings. Most often, these quizzes will occur during 

the first 15 minutes of class and cannot be made up if missed.        

 

3.  Exams:  You’ll have a midterm exam and a final exam, with each covering roughly one-half of the semester.    

 

4.  “Exemplary Lesson” Individual Presentation:  You’ll give a 10-minute presentation describing an “Exemplary 

Lesson” of your own design. A rubric for this assignment will be forthcoming.  

 

5.  Term Paper:  You’ll select a topic on a contemporary issue in the teaching of English. A topic selection sheet is 

forthcoming.  This is a formal paper, so you’ll be expected to comply with MLA guidelines.  Length:  5-6 pages, 

double-spaced (excluding Works Cited page). A rubric for this assignment will be forthcoming.  

 

Also, on or before Sept. 20, you’ll submit a Paper Proposal for your Term Paper. Details concerning the proposal 

specifications will be forthcoming.      

 

NOTE:  All formal writing assignments must be in compliance with MLA guidelines. As a rule I do not accept late 

assignments. You may earn a maximum of 200 points during the semester. The point breakdown is as follows:   
 

Grades 

Assessment 

 

                 Points     

Reading Response Papers (5 @ 5 pts. each) 25 

Quizzes 

Participation   

35 

20 

 

Midterm Exam 

 

Individual Presentation 

 

30 

 

10 

Term Paper Proposal 

Term Paper 

10 

40 

 

Final Exam 

 

30 

  

200   TOTAL 

 

 

 

 



 

Grading Scale:  Total = 

200 points  

180-200  A 

160-179  B 

140-159  C 

120-139  D 

1-119  F 

 

 

Attendance 
 

Regular attendance is important for several reasons, but it’s especially important in terms of your keeping up  with the 

assignments in this class. If you are absent on the day an assignment is due, you must contact me to make arrangements for 

turning in the assignment. In most cases, such arrangements will involve your emailing the assignment to me as an attachment by 

the deadline. Failure to make prior satisfactory arrangements will result in your forfeiting the right to turn in that assignment. As 

per university policy, excessive absences (total of three weeks) will result in your being dropped from the course. Below are some 

additional guidelines: 

 

 If you miss class, it is your responsibility to get the notes from a classmate. It is also your responsibility to stay current on 

the reading and coursework as delineated in the Schedule. 

 

 Missed quizzes cannot be made up.   
 

Academic Honesty  
 

The official departmental policy: “Instructors in the Department of Literature and Languages do not tolerate plagiarism and other 

forms of academic dishonestly. Instructors uphold and support the highest academic standards, and students are expected to do 

likewise. Penalties for students guilty of academic dishonesty include disciplinary probation, suspension, and expulsion. (Texas 

A&M University-Commerce Code of Student Conduct 5.b [1,2,3])   
 

Plagiarism and collusion are forms of cheating and stealing, which means that a student who engages in these offenses is guilty of 

academic dishonesty and can expect to fail the assignment in question or the entire course, depending on the nature of the 

incident.  
  

University Specific Procedures—On Behalf of Students with Disabilities:  

The Americans with Disabilities Act (ADA) is a federal anti-discrimination statute that provides comprehensive civil rights 

protection for persons with disabilities. Among other things, this legislation requires that all students with disabilities be 

guaranteed a learning environment that provides for reasonable accommodation of their disabilities. If you have a disability 

requiring an accommodation, please contact: 

Office of Student Disability Resources and Services 

Texas A&M University-Commerce 

Gee Library 132 

Phone (903) 886-5150 or (903) 886-5835 

Fax (903) 468-8148 

http://web.tamu-commerce.edu/studentLife/campusServices/studentDisabilityResourcesAndServices/ 
 

 

Classroom Protocol: 
 

Cell phones, iPods, laptops, and other devices are to be set to “silent” and put away out of sight during class unless otherwise 

instructed. Students are expected to follow the tenets of common decency and acceptable behavior that are conducive to a positive 

learning environment (Code of Student Conduct from Student Guide Handbook.  

http://web.tamu-commerce.edu/studentLife/campusServices/studentDisabilityResourcesAndServices/


Assignment Schedule 
Please note that this schedule is subject to revisions. Any changes will be announced in class. 

 

 

Date Finish This Homework Before Class Topics and Concepts 

8/26 

 

8/28 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

8/30 

Introduction 

Read:  Mendelman (wiki); AND 

http://www.ncpa.org/sub/dpd/index.php?Article_I

D=23312&utm_source=newsletter&utm_medium

=email&utm_campaign=EduPD (online) 

   

Visit the TEA website: http://www.tea.state.tx.us/. 

Click on “Curriculum”“Curriculum 

Standards/TEKS”“TEKS by Grade”“High 

School.” Select a grade level; print and bring to 

class. 

 

Read: Carino (wiki) AND 

Smagorinsky, Ch. 1, 3-18    

 

Who we teach, what we teach, and why we teach it 

 How do students feel about school—and about English? 

 Place and purpose of literacy 

 The reading-writing-thinking-speaking connection 

 Entering the conversation 

 

Standards, Testing, and Tracking 

 TEKS  and the STAAR 

 The Common Core State Standards (CCSS)  

 AP and pre-AP     

 ELAR Curriculum 

 Vertical Alignment 

 

 9/2 

  

 

9/4 

  

 

 

9/6 

HOLIDAY—NO CLASS 

 

 

Read: Burke, Ch. 1, p. 12-20; Smagorinsky, Ch. 2 

19-31  

 

 

Read Smagorinsky, Ch. 3, p. 32-44; Burke, Ch. 3, 

41-50   

 

 

 Pedagogical Theories and Paradigms           

 Constructivism v. Authoritarianism  

 Burke’s Ten Elements of Effective Instruction (p. 50) 

 Alternatives to teacher-led discussions 

 “The Apprenticeship Model” (Burke 44) 

 

Teaching Reading and Motivating Students   

 Strategies for the differentiated classroom 

 Developing comprehension and analytical skills 

 Activities and reinforcers 

 Vocabulary 

 New Criticism v. Reader-Response 

 Efferent / Aesthetic  

 

9/9 

 

9/11 

 

 

9/13 

 

Read Smagorinsky, Ch. 4, 45-66 

Read:  NCTE’s “Preparing Students for the Real 

World” (wiki) 

Read: Burke, Ch. 3, 51-64 

 

Creating Conceptual Units and Lessons  

 Autonomous vs. Prescriptive  

 Opening Moves (Burke HO) 

 5E Model  

 Pacing and Sequencing 

 Mini-Lessons 

 What a period looks like 

 

9/16 

 

9/18 

9/20 

  

Visit the TEA website:  

http://www.tea.state.tx.us/student.assessment/staar/

writing/. Peruse released STAAR tests.   

 

Explore NCTE website; read “Position 

Statements.” 

 

TExES Study Manual (Test Framework) 

 The STAAR (State of Texas Assessment and Academic Readiness) 

 TEKS 

 Vertical alignment 

 Domains:  Scope and Sequencing  

 Test Format 

 

Preparing for the TExES 

 Competencies 

 

* Term Paper topics:  sign-up sheet 

 

http://www.ncpa.org/sub/dpd/index.php?Article_ID=23312&utm_source=newsletter&utm_medium=email&utm_campaign=EduPD
http://www.ncpa.org/sub/dpd/index.php?Article_ID=23312&utm_source=newsletter&utm_medium=email&utm_campaign=EduPD
http://www.ncpa.org/sub/dpd/index.php?Article_ID=23312&utm_source=newsletter&utm_medium=email&utm_campaign=EduPD
http://www.tea.state.tx.us/
http://www.tea.state.tx.us/student.assessment/staar/writing/
http://www.tea.state.tx.us/student.assessment/staar/writing/


Assignment Schedule 
Please note that this schedule is subject to revisions. Any changes will be announced in class. 

 

Date Finish This Homework Before Class Topics and Concepts 

9/23 

9/25 

9/27 

Read: Burke, Ch. 8, 323-32 

Read: Read: Smagorinsky, Ch. 5, 69-82; 

Smagorinsky, Ch. 6, 83-95  

Read: Patterson & Duer article (wiki) 

DUE:  Term Paper Proposal (F) 

 

Strategies for Teaching Writing 

 The Prompt, the Choices, and the Pre-Writing 

 Modes and Patterns 

 Models, Templates, and Heuristics 

 Graphic Organizers and on-line tools 

 Writing-on-Demand v. Writing as a Recursive Process 

9/30 

 

10/2 

 

 

10/4 

 

Read: Burke, Ch. 4, 80-81, 110-119, 128-132; Ch. 

8, 309-22 

NO CLASS (W):  Read 

 “Paramedic Method” (wiki) 

   

NO CLASS (F):  Work Day  

Writing as a Recursive Process 

 PromptProcessProduct 

 Planning-Drafting-Revising-Editing-Publishing 

 Peer review and strategies for revising 

 The Paramedic Method 

 Alternatives to Writing-on-Demand 

10/7 

 

 

10/9 

 

 

 

10/11 

Read: Smagorinsky Ch. 7, 96-108; 

Smagorinsky Ch. 13, 173-83 

 

Read: Fulkerson, “Logic and Teachers of 

English?” (wiki) 

 

 

Midterm Exam (F) 

 

Teaching Argumentation and Persuasion 

 The Rise of Rhetoric 

 English teachers and logic 

 The Toulmin Model 

 Contemporary issues for adolescent learners 

 

Midterm Review 

 

10/14 

 

 

10/16 

 

10/18 

 

Read: Burke, Ch. 4, 128-132 AND 

Lindblom-Dunn (wiki)     

 

Read: Smagorinsky, Ch. 12, 157-66 

 

Read: Burke, Ch. 7, 280-91 

Does Grammar Matter?    

 Prescriptive vs. Descriptive 

http://www.writeenglish.org/grammar-

checker/prescriptive-descriptive-grammar/ 

 The Grammar Rant 

 Are computers useful? 

 Common writing errors (Burke 273) 

 

10/21 

 

10/23 

 

10/25 

 

Read: Smagorinsky Ch. 14, 184-206 

 

Read: Smagorinsky Ch. 11, 148-56 

  

Review TExES 

Month-in-the-Life of an English teacher   

 What a conceptual unit looks like 

 Lesson extensions and reinforcers 

 The Research Project 

 The Writing Portfolio 

10/28 

 

 

10/30 

 

 

 

11/1 

Read: 

http://www.theglobeandmail.com/technology/gr8-

news-were-entering-a-new-era-of-

literacy/article4295890/ 

 

Visit the NCTE website; select one of the Position 

Statements. Be prepared to present on your issue.  

http://www.ncte.org/positions/21stcenturyliteracy 

 

Read: 

http://www.nytimes.com/2010/08/02/education/02

cheat.html?_r=0  AND 

Explore:  http://webquest.sdsu.edu    

 

Digital Literacies and The New Rhetorical Triangle 

 Products and Networks 

 Web publishing  

 Copyright laws 

 Plagiarism 

Present on NCTE Position Statement 

 

Workshopping 

 Nurturing creativity and productivity 

 Strategies to keep students on-task 

 ExpectationsProduct (portfolio) 

 

http://www.writeenglish.org/grammar-checker/prescriptive-descriptive-grammar/
http://www.writeenglish.org/grammar-checker/prescriptive-descriptive-grammar/
http://www.theglobeandmail.com/technology/gr8-news-were-entering-a-new-era-of-literacy/article4295890/
http://www.theglobeandmail.com/technology/gr8-news-were-entering-a-new-era-of-literacy/article4295890/
http://www.theglobeandmail.com/technology/gr8-news-were-entering-a-new-era-of-literacy/article4295890/
http://www.ncte.org/positions/21stcenturyliteracy
http://www.nytimes.com/2010/08/02/education/02cheat.html?_r=0
http://www.nytimes.com/2010/08/02/education/02cheat.html?_r=0
http://webquest.sdsu.edu/


Assignment Schedule 
Please note that this schedule is subject to revisions. Any changes will be announced in class. 

 

Date Finish This Homework Before Class Topics and Concepts 

11/4 

 

11/6 

 

11/8 

 

Read: Smagorinsky Ch. 13, 173-83 

 

Read: Smagorinsky Ch. 8, 111-28  

 

Review TExES 

Gateway Activities 

 

Presentations: “Exemplary Lesson” 

 

Evaluating, Responding, and Grading 

 Formative / Summative 

 Holistic v. Prescriptive 

 

11/11 

 

11/13 

11/15 

Practice TExES—“TExES Preparation Manual” 

(SBEC with Sample Test Questions) 

No HW 

No HW 

Heuristics and Strategies for Struggling Writers 

 Self-Regulated Strategy Development (SRSD) 

 Planning, Organizing, and Goal-Setting 

 Scaffolding and other techniques 

 

TExES Prep 

 

11/18 

 

11/20 

 

11/22 

 

Read: Hand-Out 

 

NO CLASS—Work Day 

 

THANKSGIVING HOLIDAY 

Teacher Observation   

 What administrators want to see happening in your    

classroom—and what they don’t want to see happening. 

 Feedback and Self-Assessment 

11/25 

 

 

 

 

 

11/27 

 

11/29 

Read:  

http://www.theclassroompost.com/2009/08/open-

enrollment-in-ap-classes.html AND 

http://ezinearticles.com/?Benefits-of-Open-

Enrollment-AP-Classes&id=7456975 

 

No HW 

 

DUE—Term Paper (W) 

 

Pre-AP, AP, CP, and Dual Credit English 

 How do advanced courses differ from regular courses? 

 What curriculum do I follow? 

 How do I prepare students for the AP exam? 

 Writing-on-demand  

In-class assignment 

 

Present on Term Papers 
 

 12/2 

 

 

12/4 

 

12/6 

Read:  Burke, Ch. 5, 147-52 and Burke, Ch. 5, 

192-99 

Read:  Hand-Out 

No HW 

Your Teaching Philosophy 

 

 

TExES Prep 

 

Final Exam Review 

 

12/9 
 

FINAL EXAM 

 

 

http://www.theclassroompost.com/2009/08/open-enrollment-in-ap-classes.html
http://www.theclassroompost.com/2009/08/open-enrollment-in-ap-classes.html
http://ezinearticles.com/?Benefits-of-Open-Enrollment-AP-Classes&id=7456975
http://ezinearticles.com/?Benefits-of-Open-Enrollment-AP-Classes&id=7456975
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