
Political Science 411 

Political Theory II 
 

Professor Information:   

 Dr. Jeffrey C. Herndon 

 Ferguson Social Science Building, 160 

 Jeffrey_Herndon@tamu-commerce.edu 

 Office Hours:  8:00-9:30 Mon-Thurs 

   And by appointment 

Required Texts: 

Filmer, Robert.  Patriarcha and Other Writings, ed. Johann P. Sommerville.   

Cambridge University Press.  ISBN:  9780521399033 

 

Hobbes, Thomas.  Leviathan, ed. Richard Tuck.  Cambridge University Press.  

ISBN:  9780521567978 

 

Hooker, Richard.  Of the Laws of Ecclesiastical Polity, ed. Arthur Stephen 

McGrade.  Cambridge University Press.  ISBN:  9780521379083 

 

Locke, John.  The Selected Political Writings of John Locke,  ed. Paul E. 

Sigmund.  Norton Critical Editions.  ISBN:  9780393964516 

 

Luther, Martin and John Calvin, Luther and Calvin on Secular Authority, ed. 

Harro Höpfl.  Cambridge University Press.  ISBN:  9780521349864 

 

Machiavelli, Niccolo.  The Portable Machiavelli, edited and translated by Peter 

Bondanella and Mark Musa.  Penguin Books.  ISBN:  978014050926 

 

Rousseau, Jean Jacques.  Rousseau’s Political Writings, edited and translated by 

Julia Conaway Bondanella, edited by Allan Ritter.  Norton Critical 

Editions.  ISBN:  0393956512 

 

 

In addition to the above works, you may, from time to time, be required to access primary 

documents and source material via the internet (be sure you have access to your MyLeo 

account and the email that the university has for you).  Your instructor reserves the right 

to amend the reading list as required by the exigencies of the course. 

 

Course Description: 

This class is a survey of the major currents in political theory from Machiavelli (d. 1527) through 

the 17
th

 Century.  The first part of the course deals with the dramatic change brought to the 

practice of political theory through the work of Machiavelli and the social and political upheaval 

brought about by the Great Reformation of the 16
th

 Century.   The second part of the course 

concerns the theoretical justification for the divine right of kings and the emergence of social 

contract theory in response to this justification.   
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Course Objectives: 

1.  Critical Thinking 

a. Students will be able to differentiate between fact and opinion 

b. Students will be able to discern between relevant and irrelevant information, 

recognize bias in source material, and critically examine a diversity of source 

material. 

2. Communications 

a. Student communication will be clear, purposeful, and make appropriate use of 

evidence, data and technology as applicable. 

b. Student communications will follow conventions of grammar and syntax 

appropriate to the audience, purpose and message. 

3. Personal Responsibility 

a. Students will be able to understand their role in their own education. 

4. Social Responsibility 

a. Students will demonstrate an awareness of societal and/or civil issues. 

 

Attendance:   

Attendance will be taken daily and you would be well-advised to attend every class—if for no 

other reason than the fact that experience demonstrates that you will not do well if you are not 

here.  Students who have more than 3 absences will have 2 points deducted from their final grade 

for each unexcused absence.  If an absence happens to coincide with an examination or quiz, that 

examination or quiz cannot be made-up.  Furthermore, if you do miss class, it is your 

responsibility to prevail upon your classmates to share their materials with you.   

 

Of course attendance is more than merely being in your seat on time. You are expected to come 

to class prepared for class.  Readings assigned for particular dates should be completed prior to 

coming to class.  You are also expected to bring the particular text we are discussing to class.  

From time to time, quizzes will be given over the readings and those scores will be factored into 

your grade.  Missed quizzes cannot be made up. 

 

Do not be late to exams.  Students who arrive after the exam has been distributed may not be 

given the opportunity to take the test.  This can have a negative effect on your grade, so be on 

time for tests. 

 

Electronics Policy:  

We are fortunate to live in a technologically advanced time.  With that said, the following 

guidelines must be observed.  First, laptop computers are wonderful things—but their use 

is forbidden in this class during our time together.  Do not, under any circumstances, 

engage in “social networking” during class.   

 

With regard to cellular telephones: one person in this class has permission to leave his on 

during class—and it is not you.  It is entirely possible that you will survive for two hours 

without using your telephone. Your instructor reserves the right to answer any telephone 

that rings during class (and trust me—you do not want him to do it).  Repeat violations 

will result in the confiscation of the offending instrument.  Texting during class is 
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prohibited and will likewise result in the confiscation of the offending instrument.  

Failure to adhere to these guidelines will result in your being removed from the course. 

 

Conduct:  

The Texas A&M University-Commerce student handbook tells us:   “All students enrolled at the 

University shall follow the tenets of common decency and acceptable behavior conducive to a 

positive learning environment.”  

 

What this means in terms of our class is that from time to time we will discuss controversial 

issues.  During these discussions, you are expected to conduct yourself with civility and 

politeness (remember, “politeness” is the first form of politics). 

 

In addition to civility, the following items are prohibited in this class in the interest of 

maintaining a proper educational environment:  hats/caps, sunglasses, Bluetooth earpieces, 

eating during class, leaving and then returning, and leaving early without having first obtained 

permission. 

 

Desiderata:  Your instructor reserves the right to edit this syllabus as required by the exigencies 

of the class. 

 

Grading: 

 Your grade will consist of the following elements: 

  Reaction Papers  15%  Final Exam   30%  

  Term Paper  20%  Quizzes/Participation   5% 

  Mid-term Exam 30% 

    

At the appropriate time, guidelines for the reaction papers and the major paper assignment will 

be distributed and discussed.   

 

Students with Disabilities:   The Americans with Disabilities Act (ADA) is a federal anti-

discrimination statute that provides comprehensive civil rights protection for persons with 

disabilities. Among other things, this legislation requires that all students with disabilities be 

guaranteed a learning environment that provides for reasonable accommodation of their 

disabilities. If you have a disability requiring an accommodation, please contact: Office of 

Student Disability Resources and Services, Texas A&M University-Commerce, Gee Library, 

Room 132; Phone (903) 886-5150 
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Political Science 411 

Fall 2013 

 

Readings Calendar (subject to revision) 

 

August 26—Introduction to the Course 

 

August 28—The Story So Far:  Classical and Medieval Political Philosophy 

 

September 4—Machiavelli:  Letter to Vettori (PM, 66-71), The Prince 

 

September 9--Machiavelli:  The Discourses; Dedication to Book One, Chapter 10 (PM, 167-207) 

 

September 11—Machiavelli:  The Discourses; Book One, Chapter 11 to Chapter 59 (PM, 207-

286) 

 

September 16— Machivavelli:  The Discourses; Book Two, Introduction to Chapter 22 (PM, 

287-326) 

 

September 18— Machiavelli:  The Discourses; Book Two, Chapter 23 to Chapter 33 (PM, 326-

350) 

 

September 23— Machiavelli:  The Discourses; Book Three (PM. 351-418) 

 

September 25— Martin Luther: “On Secular Authority” (LC, 3-43) and John Calvin:  “On Civil 

Government” (LC, 47-86) 

 

September 30— Sir Robert Filmer:  Patriarcha (RF, 1-68) 

 

October 2— Filmer:  The Anarchy of Limited or Mixed Monarchy (RF, 131-171) and The 

Necessity of the Absolute Power of Kings (RF, 172-183) 

 

October 7— Thomas Hobbes: Leviathan, Author’s Introduction to Chapter 8 (TH, 3-59) 

 

October 9— Reading:  Leviathan, Chapter 9 to Chapter 16 (TH, 60-115) 

 

October 14— Reading:  Leviathan, Chapter 17 to Chapter 23 (TH, 117-170) 

 

October 16— Midterm examination 

 

October 21— Reading:  Leviathan, Chapter 24 to Chapter 28 (TH, 170-221) 

 

October 23— Reading:  Leviathan, Chapter 29 to Chapter 31 (TH, 221-254) 

 

October 28— Reading:  Leviathan, Chapter 32 to Chapter 37 (TH, 255-306) 
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October 30—Richard Hooker, Of The Laws of Ecclesiastical Polity, “A Preface” (H, 1-51) 

 

November 4—Hooker, “The First Book” (H, 52-120) 

 

November 6—Hooker, “The Eighth Book” (H.  121-226) and Filmer:  Observations Concerning 

the Originall of Government (RF, 184-197) 

 

November 11—Locke:  Preface to Two Treatises of Government and From the First Treatise of 

Government (JL, 438-440; 242-261) 

 

November 13—Locke:  The Second Treatise of Government, Chapter 1 to Chapter 6 (JL, 261-

299) 

 

November 18—Locke:  The Second Treatise of Government, Chapter 7 to Chapter 13 (JL, 300-

343) 

 

November 20—Locke:  The Second Treatise of Government, Chapter 14 to Chapter 19 (JL, 344-

387) 

 

November 25—Locke:  A Letter Concerning Toleration (JL, 390-436) 

 

November 27—Rousseau, Discourse on Inequality and Discourse on Political Equality 

 

December 2—Rousseau, On the Social Contract 

 

December 4—Tying up loose ends 

 

 


