
The instructor reserves the right to modify this syllabus during the semester, if needed. The 
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presentations. 
 

AG 400 Seminar 
Instructor: Ms. Erin Fortenberry 

Email: erin.fortenberry@tamuc.edu 
Office Info: AG/IT 153 (903)886-5379 

Class: Ag 400.001 W 5:00-5:50pm (CRN:20259) 

 
Course Description: (as in catalog) Techniques involved in presenting scientific and 
technical oral reports. Prerequisite: Spc 1315 or 1321 and senior standing.  
 
Note: Oral presentations required. 
 

Student Learning Outcomes:  
1. Develop an understanding and appreciation for technical and scientific articles. 
2. Develop skills in making both technical and scientific oral presentations. 

 

Text: There is no specific textbook for this course.    
 

Student Expectations: 
1. Active Participation in classroom assignments 
2. Professionalism including proper respect and courtesy to fellow classmates  

 
Course Grading: 

1. Presentations (2)   400 
2. Critique Sheets   200 
3. Socratic Seminar    100 
4. Participation   100 
5. Grade   Total 800 

a. A>=720 
b. B=640-719 
c. C=560-639 
d. D=480-559 
e. F<=479 

 

Course Information: 
-Presentation schedule will be assigned during week 2. You will be expected to make your 
presentation at the assigned time. Due to tight scheduling, if you must miss your assigned time, you 
are responsible for rescheduling with someone else in class. 
 
-Half of the presentation grade will be the average grade from class critique sheets, the other half 
will be the grade given from the instructor. Resulting in 200 maximum points possible for each 
presentation. 
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-PowerPoint files must be emailed to Ms. Fortenberry no later than Noon, Tuesday the week of 
your schedule presentation. No late presentations will be accepted. A PowerPoint file must be used 
for Presentation 2. 
 
-Presentation guidelines: 
 a)Presentation 1-Group Technical Presentation 
  1) 8-10 minute presentation 
  2) Group members will be assigned based upon major 
  3) On a topic in your major that you can give training or provide expertise  
  4)Visual aids are acceptable to bring to presentation 
  5) Information should be based upon scientific fact 
  6) Approval of the topic must be granted from the instructor by January 29th 
  7)Presentations should not be from other classes, this will be considered cheating. 
 b) Presentation 2-Research Presentation 
  1) 8-10 minute presentation 
  2) Present article from a Peer-Reviewed Academic research journal in your field of  

expertise. This paper should be a single research project. Review papers are not 
accepted. 
3) Turn in copy of your selected article (must be printed) by February 26th for 
approval. 
4) A PowerPoint must accompany the presentation 
5)Your presentation should include the following: 
 i)  Introduction 
 ii) Methods and Materials 
 iii) Results 
 iiii)Discussion and Conclusion 
 

-Critique sheets will be turned in with comments concerning other presentations. Comments 
should be constructive and positive. Each critique sheet has a point value and the sum of all critique 
sheets turned in will result in the final critique sheet grade. Critique sheets that have the total of 
100 will not be given a point value unless there is valid justification in the comment section. Just 
remember there are very few perfect speakers! 
 
-You will be assigned a review group. This group will compile comments and give to presenter at 
the end of the presentation day. 
 

-Each person will serve as a moderator for their assigned partner. As the moderator you will have 
the responsibility of introducing the speaker giving their full name, their major, a brief summary of 
their goals (professional), and limiting the Q&A session to 4 questions. The moderator is 
responsible for asking at least one question to start the Q&A session. The question should not be 
given to the speaker before hand for them to have a pre-determined answer. This is considered 
cheating. 
 
-The class will be divided into groups for the Socratic Seminar. The instructor will give a reading 
assignment prior to the scheduled seminar. During the seminar discussants will pose questions, 
make statements, form ideas and discuss the material in its entirety.  
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Class Attendance Policy 
Attendance is mandatory for AG 400. Roll will be taken each time AG 400 meets. If you are not 
present to answer roll call you will be given an unexcused absence. Each student is allowed 2 
absences during the semester; unexcused absences will count against your critique sheet grade. 
Upon the third absence, the student will be given a grade of F, regardless of rank, reason, current 
grade, or prospective graduation. 

 
Reasonable Accommodations  
Requests from students with disabilities for reasonable accommodations must go through the 
Academic Support Committee. For more information, contact Coordinator of Disability Services at 
903/886-5835.  
 

Office Hours  
The following office hours are the official times that I will be available for drop-in student 
consultation. I have an open door policy and will try to assist students any time that I am available. 
However, occasionally the demands of class preparation, the greenhouse and service prohibit 
immediate drop-in service.  
 
Tuesday & Thursday 9:30-10:45am 

Wednesday 1:00-5:00pm 

Or by appointment 


