
 

 

Introduction to Psychology            Spring, 2014 
 

Course: This course is a general introduction to the field of psychology. My primary objective is 

to develop and motivate your interest in the domain. At the same time I hope we'll all have fun 

and that you'll learn some basic facts about the discipline. 

 
“Everything should be made as simple as possible, but not simpler” Einstein 

__________ 

 

Text: Psychology 2nd Edition. Written by Schacter, Gilbert & Wegner. Published by Worth.  

    
“The great use of life is to spend it for something that outlasts it” William James 

__________ 

 

The Basics: Do the reading. If you do I promise you will find this class both educational and 

easy, if you don’t--well--it may not be pretty.  Let me be blunt, if you do not do the readings you 

almost certainly will fail this course.  

Also, keep in mind that a syllabus sometimes shifts a little as the course unfolds. I say 

that by way of noting the importance of class attendance, as you will be held responsible for any 

change in plans announced in class. The other basic admonition every syllabus must include is 

that cheating (broadly defined) is not allowed. Or, as the university likes me to say:  "All 

students enrolled at the University shall follow the tenets of common decency and acceptable 

behavior conducive to a positive learning environment (see Student's Guide Handbook, Policies 

and Procedures, Conduct).” If you have any questions about what constitutes cheating please see 

me.  

And, note that “Students requesting accommodations for disabilities must go through the 

Academic Support Committee. For more information, please contact the Director of Disability 

Resources & Services, Gee Library, Room 132, (903) 886-5835.” 

 
“When in doubt, tell the truth” Mark Twain 

__________ 

 

Format: This is basically a lecture class, though questions are welcomed (indeed encouraged). If 

a discussion arises fine, if not, I'll just keep talking. 

 
“Never interrupt your enemy while he is making a mistake” Napoleon 

__________ 

 

Assignments: There will be three tests. Each test will cover about a third of the text’s material. 

Each test will be worth 50 points (though a bonus is likely), and composed of roughly 90% 

multiple choice items and 10% writing questions.  Additionally, everyone must earn at least 3 

experimental assignment credits. This is explained in detail below. 

 
“The fewer the words the better the prayer” Martin Luther 

__________ 

 

 

 



 

 

Test Material: Material for the tests will be drawn from the textbook and from the lecture. I 

promise there will be questions from the book over information we did not get to cover in class. 

Point being, read the book!    

  
“You cannot teach a man anything: You can only help him find it within himself” Galileo 

     __________ 

 

Experimental Assignment Credits and Extra Credit: Each student is expected to earn 6 

credits either by participating in ongoing research projects, or by an alternative activity. 

However, if you complete your first 4 experiment credits without any no-shows you will receive 

2 free punctual participant credits. In other words, if you show up to your experiments on time 

you will only need to complete 4 experimental credits. When you first sign into the experiment 

management system (EMS) you will be asked to take a prescreen. The prescreen takes about 20 

minutes to complete. If you complete the prescreen in the first two weeks of the semester you 

will receive ½ free experiment credit. This can be combined with later experiments that are 

worth ½ credit. 

If you are not at least 18, you will need to participate in the alternative activities.  

In order to participate in the research projects do this: Go to http://tamu-commerce.sona-

systems.com/    Then… 

 
Click on New Participant “request an account here” link on the left of the screen. This takes you to a 
screen on which you must enter your name, a unique User ID, your University ID number, and primary 
email address (reminders of studies you sign up for will be sent here). You will also need to highlight the 
course(s) in which you are enrolled, and for which you will be earning credits. If more than one, highlight 
all that will be involving you in research participation. However, each study in which you participate will 
only provide you credit for ONE course. In other words, there is no “double-dipping” allowed. After you 
submit your information, if your User ID and email are not already in use in the system, you will be 
emailed your login information. If you encounter any problems with creating your account (e.g., login 
information not sent to you), contact the EMS administrator, curt.carlson@tamuc.edu with your full name 
and a detailed description of the problem. 
 

To sign-up for studies—login to the EMS with your User ID and password that was emailed to you after 
creating your account. Then… 
 

1. Click Study Sign-Up. A list of all available studies for which you qualify will appear. You can sign-
up by clicking on either the study name or Timeslots Available, and you will go to a new screen 
showing more information about the study, with a link to View Time Slots for This Study. 

 
2. Click the Sign-Up button to schedule your time. You should then write down or print out the study 

information (name, place, time, etc.) that appears in the final window. You will also receive an 
email reminder the day before the study time you have selected. 

Canceling a Sign-Up MUST be done if you know you will not show up. DO NOT be a “no show!” 

 
You may track your progress at any time by choosing the My Schedule and Credits option from the top 
toolbar. 

 

I am a big believer in extra credit. You may earn as much of it as you like by being involved in 

additional research projects beyond those required to earn the 6 experimental assignment credits. 

You will earn 1 point for each 30 minutes you were involved.  

If you are not 18, if you don’t want to participate in the research studies, or if you have 



 

 

done all the studies and would like to do even more extra-credit, then come see me about 

alternative assignments.  

 
“We judge ourselves by what we feel capable of doing, while others judge us by what we have already done” Longfellow 

__________ 

 

Grades: As noted, there will be 3 in-class tests (150+ points). Final grades will be based on your 

test scores as well as any extra-credit that you complete. See the scale below. 

 

The Grade Scale will be:  A= 138 and above (~92%) 

     B= 126 to 137 (~84%) 

     C= 114 to 125 (~76%) 

     D= 101 to 113 (~68%) 

     F= 100 and below 

 

 Failure to complete the experimental assignment credits will cost you 5 points per credit 

not completed. So – if you totally blow off that course requirement, you’ll lose around 3 letter 

grades. 

  Let us end this section on a positive note. I will curve the tests (if need be) so that at least 

two people make a perfect score. Also, I may lower this scale if that seems to be needed. 

 
“I have worked as hard and as well as I could, and no man can do more than this” Darwin 

__________ 

 

Make Up Policy: Don't miss tests. Failing that admonition, see me as soon as possible about the 

make up PAPER. You and I will pick a topic we can both live with, and you will have until the 

date of the next exam to complete the paper.  

 
“We will either find a way, or we will make one” Hannibal 

__________ 

  

The Schedule of Events (have the reading listed that day done before class) 
 

January 
Tu 14 Review Syllabus and give Course Overview 

Th 16 Chapter 1 Three types of explanation and two crucial questions…  
Tu 21   A few thousand years of history in 75 minutes… 

Th 23  Chapter 2 Theory and Method 

Tu 28  Chapter 3 From Neurons to Brains 

Th 30  Chapter 4  Sensation & Perception 

 
February   
Tu 04  Chapter 5 Consciousness  

Th 06  Chapter 6 Memory basics     

Tu 11   The Seven Sins of Memory  

Th 13  TEST 1     

Tu 18  Chapter 7 Classical Conditioning   



 

 

Th 20   Reinforcement   

Tu 25   Cognition and Learning 

Th 27  Chapter 8  Emotion and Motivation 

 
March 
Tu 04 Chapter 9 Communication and Language 

Th 06   Schema Theory: Conception 

Tu 11 Spring Break 

Th 13 Spring Break   

Tu 18   Cognition 

Th 20 Chapter 10 Intelligence 

Tu 25 TEST 2 

Th 27 Chapter 11 Child Development   

 
April 
Tu 01    Adult Development 

Th 03 Chapter 12 Personality Basics and Freud’s Influence 

Tu 08   Personality continued 

Th 10 Chapter 13 Sex, Aggression, and such….  

Tu 15   Social Psychology continued 

Th 17 Chapter 14 Psychopathology  

Tu 22   Psychopathology continued 

Th 24 Chapter 15  Therapy 

Tu 29 Chapter 16 Health and other applications… 

 
May   
Th 01 Catch up/Wrap up…     

 

Final exam period TEST 3   

 
“Chance favors the prepared mind” Louis Pasteur 

__________ 

 

The Instructor: I am Tracy B. Henley, PhD. I should be in the office every class day during the 

early afternoon. If that is not good for you, see me after class and we can find an alternative time 

for an appointment. You can also contact me at tracy.henley@tamuc.edu 

 
“Some people without brains do an awful lot of talking” The Scarecrow (Wizard of Oz; Frank Baum) 

 

 


