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English 677.01E   Spring 2014 
Dr. Bill Bolin 
Office & Hours: HL 324, T 2:30pm--5:00pm, W 2:30--5:00pm, and by appt. 
Telephone: 903.886.5272 
Email: Bill.Bolin@tamuc.edu !
COURSE DESCRIPTION 
This web-enhanced course will offer many opportunities for you to examine and evaluate ideas 
of argumentation. You will learn some of the history of argumentation, as well as some 
approaches to argumentation in higher education instruction and in public discourse. The 
following textbooks are required, and you can use any edition/version of them you like. I’ve 
included the ISBN of the edition of each book I will use. 
• Roberts-Miller, Patricia. Deliberate Conflict: Argument, Political Theory, and Composition 

Classes. Carbondale, IL: Southern Illinois UP, 2004. ISBN: 978-0809327669 
• Singer, Peter. The Life You Can Save: Acting Now to End World Poverty. New York: Random, 

2009. ISBN: 978-1-4000-6710-7 
• Toulmin, Stephen. The Uses of Argument. Cambridge: U of Cambridge P. 2003. 

ISBN: 978-0521534833 !
COURSE OBJECTIVES 
• to learn some of the major theories of argumentation from Aristotle’s time to today 
• to evaluate contemporary arguments 
• to research and argue some important area of argumentative discourse 
  
STUDENT LEARNING OUTCOMES 
• Students will identify major theories of argumentative discourse. 
• Students will evaluate contemporary arguments, using the criteria of some of those major 

theories. 
• Students will demonstrate through research and writing their understanding of argumentative 

theory !
ASSIGNMENTS 
Article Reviews: You’ll find and summarize four journal articles that connect to the reading for 
that week. Fuller details are in the assignments sheets in eCollege. 
Discussion Starter: You will each sign up for a week in which you’ll be responsible for leading 
class discussion. Before class, your job is to read the texts carefully and create discussion 
questions and points. E-mail your questions and discussion points to me by Wednesday at noon 
the week you’re scheduled to lead discussion. Your questions should not be designed to “test” 
your classmates for reading comprehension but rather to engage them in a conversation. During 
class, you will start the conversation with a five-minute overview of the reading, and then we 
will move on to the larger discussion. You’ll be responsible for conducting the conversation: 
keeping it productive and focused and asking follow up questions. [copied directly and 
shamelessly from Dr. Tabetha Adkins’s syllabus] 
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Paper Proposal: You will submit a proposal of a paragraph or so explaining the scope of your 
final paper.  The proposal will include a tentative annotated bibliography. A separate assignment 
sheet is forthcoming in eCollege. 
Final paper: This is to be a rather polished paper of 15-20 pages that might be distilled into a 
possible conference presentation or expanded into a possible journal publication. You may 
address one of any number of issues related to argumentative discourse; more focused and 
specific issues may suggest themselves as you read in preparation for the course or as you see 
calls for conference papers or journal submissions.  Each of you will have the opportunity to talk 
about your paper when you submit it. A separate assignment sheet is forthcoming in eCollege. 

Every assignment should be typed and double spaced and should follow MLA or APA guidelines. 
Also, as a rule I do not accept late assignments. 

EVALUATION 

ATTENDANCE 
Regular attendance is important for several reasons, but it is especially important for you to keep 
up with the assignments in this class. The tentative calendar below offers only the most general 
description of activities; more detail will be provided in class as the semester goes on. If you are 
absent the day an assignment is due, you must contact me and make satisfactory arrangements 
for turning in the assignment. In most cases, such arrangements will include your emailing the 
assignment to me as an attachment by the deadline. Failure to make prior satisfactory 
arrangements will result in your forfeiting the right to turn in that assignment. As per university 
policy, excessive absences (three weeks’ worth) may result in your being dropped from the 
course. 
  
PLAGIARISM/ACADEMIC DISHONESTY STATEMENT   
Instructors in the Department of Literature and Languages do not tolerate plagiarism and other 
forms of academic dishonesty. Instructors uphold and support the highest academic standards, 
and students are expected to do likewise. Penalties for students guilty of academic dishonesty 
include disciplinary probation, suspension, and expulsion. (Texas A&M University-Commerce 
Code of Student Conduct 5.b[1,2,3]). Plagiarism on one assignment in this course will most 
likely lead to a failing grade for the course. !

Assignment Values Final Grade Values

Four article reviews: 20 pts. at 5 pts. each  
Discussion starter: 20 pts.  
Paper proposal: 20 pts.  
Final paper: 40 pts.  

A= 90-100 pts.  
B= 80-89 pts. 
C= 70-79 pts. 
D= 60-69 pts. 
F=    0-59 pts.
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CALENDAR 
Week 1, Jan. 16  Intro to class !
Week 2, Jan. 23   Aristotle, Book I, chaps. 1–3, Book II, chaps. 20–23 
    <http://rhetoric.eserver.org/aristotle/index.html>;  
   Aden, “The Enthymeme as Postmodern Argument Form” [in DocSharing]; 
   Rapp & Wagner, “On Some Aristotelian Sources of Modern 
   Argumentation Theory [in DocSharing] !
Week 3, Jan. 30   Lecture on Toulmin and Rogers; Article Review on Classical Influences  
   due !
Week 4, Feb. 6 Simon, “Using Toulmin’s Argument Pattern in the evaluation of   
   argumentation in school science” [in DocSharing] 
   Hunzer, “Diversifying Our Views of Argument” [in DocSharing] 
   Kearney, “Rogerian Principles and the Writing Classroom: A History of  
   Intention and (Mis)Interpretation” [in DocSharing] 
   Knoblauch, “A Textbook Argument: Definitions of Argument in   
   LeadingCompositionTextbooks” [in DocSharing] !
Week 5, Feb. 13 Toulmin, Intro and Chapter I; Article Review on Toulmin or Rogers due !
Week 6, Feb. 20 Toulmin, Chapter II !
Week 7, Feb. 27 Toulmin, Chapter III !
Week 8, Mar. 6 Toulmin, chapters IV, V, and Conclusion !
 Mar. 13 Spring Break !
Week 9, Mar. 20 Roberts-Miller, Intro, Chap. 1, and Chap. 2; Annotated Bib due !
Week 10, Mar. 27 Roberts-Miller, Chap. 3 and Chap. 4; Article Review on Other Voices !
Week 11, Apr. 3 Roberts-Miller, Chap. 5 and Conclusion;  !
Week 12, Apr. 10 Singer, “The Argument” and “Human Nature,” pp. xi--78 !
Week 13, Apr. 17 Singer, “Facts about Aid,” pp. 81--125; Article Review on Philanthropy !
Week 14, Apr. 24 Singer, “A New Standard of Giving,” pp. 129--76 !
Week 15, May 1 Papers due; seminar on papers 
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!
All students enrolled at the University shall follow the tenets of common decency and acceptable behavior 
conducive to a positive learning environment. (See Student's Guide Handbook, Policies and Procedures, 
Conduct) 

Students with Disabilities: !
The Americans with Disabilities Act (ADA) is a federal anti-discrimination statute that provides 

comprehensive civil rights protection for persons with disabilities.  Among other things, this legislation 
requires that all students with disabilities be guaranteed a learning environment that provides for 

reasonable accommodation of their disabilities.  If you have a disability requiring an accommodation, 
please contact: !

Office of Student Disability Resources and Services !
Texas A&M University-Commerce !

Gee Library, Room 132 !
Phone (903) 886-5150 or (903) 886-5835 !

Fax (903) 468-8148 !
StudentDisabilityServices@tamu-commerce.edu !


