
 
 

SOC 516.01W 

SOCIOLOGY OF EDUCATION 

(Online) 

Summer I 2014 
Dr. Thompson              Office: SS 229; Phone: (903) 886-5136 

william,thompson@tamuc.edu                    Office hours:  by appointment 

 

COURSE DESCRIPTION:  A study of the structure and social organization of the school and the social 

and cultural forces which influence the school and those who teach and learn in it.  The classroom is 

analyzed as a social system with special emphasis on the role of teachers.  The relationships of 

education to other social institutions such as family, economy and political system are examined. 

 

STUDENT LEARNING OUTCOMES:  This graduate course has the following major objectives: 

  Introduce students to the sociological approach to education and help them to develop a sociological 

perspective on education; 

 Introduce and discuss some of the current controversial issues facing education and educators in the 

United States today; 

  Develop critical thinking skills through reading about, writing about, and discussing emotionally 

charged issues in a calm, logical, rational, and intellectual manner; 

  Provide students with an opportunity to apply the sociological perspective to a specific contemporary 

issues in education. 

 

REQUIRED BOOK:  Taking Sides:  Clashing Views on Controversial Educational Issues (17th ed.) 

edited by James Wm. Noll, Boston: McGraw-Hill, 2010, ISBN# 978-0-07-805035-0. 

 

TECHNOLOGY REQUIREMENTS: 

 

 Students need to have ready access to a broadband connection to the internet 
such as Cable, DSL, or the TAMU-C campus network. (Dial-up, satellite, or other 
non-broadband internet connections will not function sufficiently with eCollege.)  

 A computer with a 2.0Ghz or better processor and 1 GB of RAM.  MAC computers 
with similar configurations will also work. 

 Windows XP, Vista, or 7 operating system. MAC with the OS 9 or X operating 
system. 

 Microsoft Office or similar package with a word processor, Power Point type 
presentation application, and a spreadsheet application.  (OpenOffice is a free, 
open source application that is very similar to the Microsoft Office applications 
and is available for download at www.openoffice.org ) 

 

mailto:william_thompson@tamu-commerce.edu
http://www.openoffice.org/
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CLASS FORMAT:  This is an on-line graduate seminar.  The purpose is not for the professor to dispense 

information and the students to try to absorb it.  Rather, we all will be reading a wide variety of 

materials in preparation for class and will discuss and critique those readings online--all contributing 

to the learning process. 

 

Because we will be dealing with controversial contemporary social issues, an open 

mind and a mature attitude are important requirements for this course. Students are 

expected to be polite and courteous and conform to online etiquette at all times.  For 

detailed rules on “netiquette” go to the website: 

http://www.albion.com/netiquette/corerules.html  A summary of netiquette rules are 

provided below. 

 Rule 1: Remember the Human 

 Rule 2: Adhere to the same standards of behavior online that you follow in real life 

 Rule 3: Know where you are in cyberspace 

 Rule 4: Respect other people's time and bandwidth 

 Rule 5: Make yourself look good online 

 Rule 6: Share expert knowledge 

 Rule 7: Help keep flame wars under control 

 Rule 8: Respect other people's privacy 

 Rule 9: Don't abuse your power 

 Rule 10: Be forgiving of other people's mistakes 

 

CONTACTING THE PROFESSOR:  The best way to contact the professor will be through campus e-

mail.  Every effort will be made to reply to inquiries made Monday thru Thursday within a 24-hour 

period.  E-mails received on Friday, or over the weekend may not receive a response until the 

following Monday.  The professor will NOT be available on Fridays, Saturdays, or Sundays. There is 

no such thing as a “sociology emergency,” so if you have an issue over the 3-day weekend, it can be 

resolved on Monday. 

 

WRITING ASSIGNMENTS (#1 - #4):  When each week’s reading assignments are completed students 

will select one of that week’s issues and write a brief (approximately 2-3  page) paper that summarizes 

the Affirmative position (Yes) and the Negative position (No).  The student will also explain with 

which side they most agree and why. Each week’s writing assignment must be turned in no later than 

11:59 p.m. on the Thursday of the week.  Consequently, the first writing assignment is due on 

Thursday June 10 no later than 11:59 p.m.  Subsequent writing assignments are due on:  June 17, June 

24, and July 1.  These written assignments are worth 50 pts. each for a total of 200 pts. 

 

 Grading Rubric for Writing Assignments 1-4: 

 Paper reflects a clear understanding of the Educational Issue  (10 pts) 

 Paper reflects a clear understanding of both the “Yes” and “No” positions of the authors (10 pts) 

 Student’s position on the issue reflects critical thinking based on facts and data, not just personal 

opinion (10 pts) 

 Writing is well organized, coherent, grammatically correct, and error free (10 pts) 

 Professor’s overall assessment of the  paper (10 pts) 

  

http://www.albion.com/netiquette/corerules.html
http://www.albion.com/netiquette/rule1.html
http://www.albion.com/netiquette/rule2.html
http://www.albion.com/netiquette/rule3.html
http://www.albion.com/netiquette/rule4.html
http://www.albion.com/netiquette/rule5.html
http://www.albion.com/netiquette/rule6.html
http://www.albion.com/netiquette/rule7.html
http://www.albion.com/netiquette/rule8.html
http://www.albion.com/netiquette/rule9.html
http://www.albion.com/netiquette/rule10.html
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WRITING ASSIGNMENT #5:  Writing Assignment #5 requires that students give a brief overview (3-5 

pages) of the functionalist, conflict, and interactionist perspectives on education.  As part of this paper, 

refer to specific articles assigned during the course that seem to support one or more of these 

perspectives (100 pts).  Student may use any standardized format for citing sources in this paper 

(APA, ASA, MLA, etc.) as long as they are consistent throughout.  This assignment is due July 8 no 

later than 11:59 p.m.   

 

 Grading Rubric for Writing Assignments 5: 

 Paper reflects a clear understanding of the 3 sociological perspectives on education  (30 pts) 

 Paper reflects a clear understanding of the issues used to illustrate these perspectives (20 pts) 

 Paper reflects critical thinking based on facts and data, not just personal opinion (20 pts) 

 Writing is well organized, coherent, grammatically correct, and error free (10 pts) 

 Student properly cites other authors where appropriate (10 pts) 

 Professor’s overall assessment of the  paper (10 pts) 

 

DISCUSSION ASSIGNMENTS: The professor will post online discussion questions each day 
related to that day’s readings. The first day’s discussion will cover the PowerPoint slides over 
the 3 major perspectives in sociology and how they pertain to the sociological study of 
education.   Students are expected to respond to each day’s discussion question before 11:59 
p.m.  Each day’s discussion participation is worth a maximum of 10 pts. except for the first 
day which is worth 20 pts.  To earn these points students must post a response to the 
question as well as respond to other students’ posts along with comments/questions that are 
on topic and contribute to the overall discussion (see rubric below).  
 

NOTE:  Online discussions should not be viewed as similar to a discussion around the 

dinner table with friends or family where everybody expresses their views, opinions, 

and beliefs on some topic often about which they know absolutely nothing.  This is an 

academic course and your discussion topics are directly linked to the Power Points 

and reading assignments in your textbook.  Consequently, your posts should reflect a 

certain amount of knowledge on the topic based on research, facts, and data.  It is fine 

to critique, interpret, and occasionally interject an opinion or two, but for the most part, 

this should be an academic and intellectual discussion of the topic at hand. 

Online discussions are not the same as texting or tweets.  They should reflect critical thinking 

and contain complete sentences that are grammatically correct with as few spelling and 

punctuation mistakes as possible.  Do not use slang or popular abbreviations such as btw, lol, 

etc.  Discussions will be worth a total of 200 pts.  Always be polite and courteous when 

responding to someone else’s comments or questions. 

 

Grading Rubric for Online Discussions: 

 Did student respond to question posed? (3 pts) 

 Does the response reflect critical thinking, facts, and data as opposed to just personal opinion? (3 pts) 

 Does the student’s response add to and/or stimulate other discussion? (2 pts) 

 Is the response grammatically correct and free of abbreviations and spelling errors? (2 pts) 

 (point values doubled for first post which is worth 20 pts) 

 

POLICIES ON ENROLLMENT, “XS”, AND WITHDRAWAL:  All policies regarding last day for 

enrollment, dropping without a grade, withdrawal from class, and the use of “X” will be rigidly 

adhered to in this course.  Students should check the student handbook, current semester schedule, and 

the appropriate bulletin boards for specific deadlines.  Seeing that all university procedures are 

properly followed is the student’s responsibility. 

 

CHEATING & PLAGIARISM: It should go without saying that every student is expected to 

do his/her own work. Departmental policy provides that anyone caught cheating in any 

form or fashion will receive an “F” for the course and may be subjected to further 
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disciplinary action by the university. Plagiarism (the use of other’s words, phrases, and 

ideas in your writing without giving credit to the original author) is a form of cheating and 

not only violates academic ethical standards, but is against the law. Don’t do it! 
 

STUDENTS WITH DISABILITIES: The Americans with Disabilities Act (ADA) is a federal anti-

discrimination statute that provides comprehensive civil rights protection for persons with disabilities.  

Among other things, this legislation requires that all students with disabilities be guaranteed a learning 

environment that provides for reasonable accommodation of their disabilities.  If you have a disability 

requiring an accommodation, please contact: 

Office of Student Disability Resources and Services 

Texas A&M University-Commerce 

Gee Library 

Room 132 

Phone (903) 886-5150 or (903) 886-5835 

Fax (903) 468-8148 

StudentDisabilityServices@tamu-commerce.edu 

 

GRADES:  Final course grades will be based on 4 writing assignments worth 50 pts. each (200 pts);  1 

writing assignment worth 100 pts., and  online discussion worth 10 pts. per issue (200 pts.) The 

following grading scale will be used: 

 

 A = 90-100 % (450-500 pts)     

 B = 80-89% (400-449 pts)     

 C = 70-79% (350-399 pts) 

 D = 60-69% (300--349 pts) 

 F = <300 pts 

 

READING ASSIGNMENT SCHEDULE 

 

Date:    Topic:     Reading Assignment 

 

Week 1 

M, June 2 The Sociology of Education: An Overview of the three  PowerPoints 

   Major perspectives in Sociology:  Functionalism, Conflict,       (20 pt. discussion) 

   and Symbolic Interaction  

T, June 3 Should Schooling Be Based on Social Experience?   Issue 1 

W, June 4 Should the Curriculum Be Standardized for All?   Issue 2 

H, June5  Should Behaviorism Shape Educational Practices?   Issue 3  

H, June 5 (writing assignment  #1 due by 11:59 p.m. – 50 pts.) 

 

Week 2 

M, June 9 Should “Public Schooling” be Redefined?    Issue 5 

T, June 10 Are Truly Democratic Classrooms Possible?    Issue 6  

W, June 11 Has the Supreme Court Reconfigured American Eduation?  Issue 7 

H, June 12 Is No Child Left Behind Irretrievably Flawed?   Issue 8 

H, June 13 (writing assignment #2 due by 11:59 p.m. – 50 pts.) 

 

Week 3 

M, June 16 Are Local School Boards Obsolete?    Issue 10 

T, June 17 Are Undocumented Immigrants Entitled to Public Education?  Issue 11 

W, June 18 Has the Time Arrived for Universal Pre-school?   Issue 12 

H, June 19 Is Privatization the Hope of the Future?    Issue 13 

H, June 20 (writing assignment #3 due by 11:59 p.m. – 50 pts.) 

   

Week 4 

mailto:StudentDisabilityServices@tamu-commerce.edu
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M, June 23 Is the Inclusive Classroom Model Workable?   Issue 14 

T, June 24 Are Single-Sex Schools and Classes Effective?   Issue 17 

W, June 25 Can Zero Tolerance Violate Students Rights?   Issue 18 

H, June 26 Do American Students Need More Time in School?   Issue 19 

H, June 26 (writing assignment #4 due by 11:59 p.m. – 50 pts.) 

 

Week 5 

M, June 30 Do Computers in the Classroom Negatively Affect Student Growth? Issue 20 

T, July 1  Is the “21
st
 Century Skills” Movement Viable?   Issue 21 

W, July 2 One of the skipped Issues of your choice (Issue 4,9,15, or 16)  Issue ? 

H, July3 (Writing assignment #5 due by 11:59 p.m. – 100 pts.) 

 

SOC 516, SOCIOLOGY OF EDUCATION 

SUGGESTED READINGS 
 

Ballantine, Jeanne H. and Floyd M. Hammack.  The Sociology of Education: A Systematic Analysis (6th 

Edition). Prentice-Hall, 2008. 

Ballantine, Jeanne H. and Joan Z. Spade (Eds.) Schools and Society: A Sociological Approach to Education 

(3
rd

 Ed). Pine Forge Press, 2008. 
Benjamin, Gail R.  Japanese Lessons:  A Year in a Japanese School Through the Eyes of an American 

Anthropologist and Her Children.  NYU press, 1997. 

Coleman, James S., et al.  Equality of Educational Opportunity (The Coleman Report).  U.S. Dept. of 

Health, Education & Welfare, 1966. 

Gordon, David T. A Nation Reformed?  20 Years After A Nation at Risk. Harvard Educational Group, 2003. 

Gracey, Harry L.  Curriculum or Craftsmanship: Elementary School Teachers in a Bureaucratic System. U. 

of Chicago Press, 1972. 

______. “Learning the Student Role:  Kindergarten as Academic Boot Camp.” Pp. 215-226 in Dennis H. 

Wrong and Harry L. Gracey, Readings in Introductory Sociology, 3
rd

 ed. MacMillan, 1977. 

Kozol, Jonathan. Death at an Early Age. Bantam Books, 1967. 

______. Savage Inequalities: Children in America’s Schools. Crown Publishers, Inc., 

     New York, 1991. 

National Commission on Excellence in Education.  A Nation at Risk: The Imperative for Educational 

Reform. U.S. Gov’t Printing Office, 1983. 

Parsons, Talcott.  “The School Class as a Social System:  Some of its Functions in American Society.”  

Harvard Educational Review 29 (4) 1959:297-318. 

Peddiwell, Abner.  The Saber-Tooth Curriculum (Classic Edition).  McGraw-Hill, 2004. 

Postman, Neil & Charles Weingartner.  Teaching as a Subversive Activity.  Dell Publishing Co., Inc. 

     1969. 

Smith, Page. Killing the Spirit:  Higher Education in America.  Viking,  1990. 

Sadovnik, Alan R.  Sociology of Education: A Critical Reader. Routledge, 2007. 

Solomon, Robert and Jon.  Up the University:  Re-Creating Higher Education in America.  Addison- 

     Wesley Publishing Company, 1993. 

Thomas, Evan and Pat Wingert.  “The Key to Saving American Education—Schoolyard Brawl.”  

Newsweek, March 15, 2010: 

Thompson, William E. and Joseph V. Hickey.  Society in Focus:  An Introduction to Sociology (7
th

 ed.), 

Chapter 14. Allyn & Bacon, 2011. 

 

http://www.amazon.com/Schools-Society-Sociological-Approach-Education/dp/141295052X/ref=sr_1_4?ie=UTF8&s=books&qid=1232126622&sr=1-4
http://www.amazon.com/Saber-Tooth-Curriculum-Classic-Abner-Peddiwell/dp/0071422889/ref=sr_1_1?ie=UTF8&s=books&qid=1232824963&sr=1-1

