
PSY 622 

Residency:  Research Methods 

Summer I, 2014 

MTWR:  1:00 pm – 5:00 pm 

Location – TBA 

Instructor: Dr. Benton H. Pierce 

 

Benton Pierce  

Office: 232 – Henderson Hall   

Phone:  903-886-5444   

E-mail: benton.pierce@tamuc.edu   

Office Hours:  By appointment only  

This course orients students to the nature of graduate education and the 
processes of thesis and dissertation development. 

Purpose of Course and Course Objectives:  This course attempts to 
address some of the major problems in graduate education.  The primary 
symptom of that problem is an unacceptably high proportion of graduate students 
who complete their coursework, but fail to complete their theses or dissertations, 
any therefore fail to obtain their degree.  Clearly, there are a variety of factors 
that contribute to this phenomenon.  This course will address several likely 
causes.  These include students’ failure to understand the components and 
purposes of graduate education, students’ perception that successful completion 
of coursework is their first priority, and their belief that thesis/dissertation topics 
are products to be created from personal observations to solve pressing social or 
personal problems.  At the conclusion of this course, students should (1) 
understand the thesis/dissertation requirements of the graduate program, (2) 
have the skills to select a thesis or dissertation topic area, and (3) be able to read 
and abstract original source materials and create a pre-proposal that if 
expanded, might satisfy the requirements for a thesis or dissertation proposal. 

Course Materials:   

– Stanovich, K. E. (2010).  How to think straight about psychology. (9th ed.). 

Boston; Allyn & Bacon. 
 

– Dunn, D. S. (2011).  A short guide to writing about psychology. (3rd ed.). Boston: 

Longman. 



I also strongly encourage you to purchase The Elements of Style by William 
Strunk and E.B. White. This little book is approximately $8 and can be purchased 
at just about any bookstore. It would also help you to have the most recent APA 
publication manual. 

 

Assignments and Examinations:  There will be no examinations.  The 
only gradable assignment will be a “pre-proposal” to be submitted by the end of 
the course.  There will be a number of activities that must be completed before 
work on a pre-proposal can begin.  These include:  (1) discussions of the 
components of graduate education;  (2) exercises in methods of selecting a 
research topic;  (3) exercises in reading original research;  (4) exercises in 
abstracting original research;  (5) exercises in generating testable research 
questions;  and (6) discussions of the etiquette of the thesis and dissertation 
processes. 

Grading:  The pre-proposal will be graded an “A” if it is found to be acceptable 
on the first submission.  Proposals that need significant revision to become 
acceptable will be graded a “B” when successfully revised (I reserve the right to 
grade exceptional resubmissions an “A”).  To be accepted, a proposal must be 
judged to be a viable research study that if expanded, might become a thesis or 
dissertation.  To be viable, the proposal must be based upon established 
research literature, propose empirically testable questions, propose the use of 
methods (i.e., participants, materials, and procedures) that are appropriate and 
justified, and propose the use of analytic methods that are appropriate to the 
question and type of data. 

Schedule of Assignments: 

Date: 

June 2 Introductions, Program Orientation, Class Purposes (Handout)     
June 3 Reading Original Research (Handout) & Selecting Research Topics  
June 4 Evaluating Original Research (Bring two articles to class)           
June 5 The Process of Abstracting (Handout)                                         
June 9 Abstracts (Bring abstract to class)                                                
June 10 Generating Researchable Questions (Handout)                          
June 11,12 Presenting and Defending Research Questions (Your research        
  questions)                                                                                    
June 16 Proposals Overview                                                                      
June 17 Turn in pre-proposal                                                                          
August 8 Final revision of pre-proposal due 

Attendance:  Class participation is essential to understanding the content of 
this course.  Therefore, I expect you to attend class every day.  If you are absent 
more than once, you will be asked to drop the class.  If you drop the class, you 



must fill out a drop slip and contact the Registrar.  Telling the instructor your 
intentions is not sufficient. 

 

Students with Disabilities:  The Americans with Disabilities Act (ADA) is a 
federal anti-discrimination statute that provides comprehensive civil rights 
protection for persons with disabilities.  Among other things, this legislation 
requires that all students with disabilities be guaranteed a learning environment 
that provides for reasonable accommodation of their disabilities.  If you have a 
disability requiring an accommodation, please contact: 

Office of Student Disability Resources and Services 
Texas A&M University-Commerce 

Halladay Student Services Building 
Room 303 A/D 

Phone (903) 886-5150 or (903) 886-5835 
Fax (903) 468-8148 

StudentDisabilityServices@tamuc.edu 

 

Conduct:  “All students enrolled at the University shall follow the tenets of 
common decency and acceptable behavior conducive to a positive learning 
environment.”  (See Student’s Guide Handbook, Policies and Procedures, 
Conduct) 
   

          

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 


