
BSc 497:  Environmental Physiology of Animals 
 
1. Text:  Animal Physiology, by Knut Schmidt Nelson  
 
2. Course description:  A study of how animals function in and respond to their 

natural environments at all stages of the life cycle.    
 
3. Meeting Time:  Sum 1:   MTWR  11– 12:50 
  
4. Grading: 
       3 Tests                            150 pts 

Abstracts                            50 pts 
Final   100 pts 
 
Total 300 pts 
A = >269 pts 
B = 240 – 269 pts 
C = 210 – 239 pts 
D = 180 – 209 pts 

 
5. Tests:  Tests will be subjective and will consist of a combination of short answer 

and essay questions.    The final exam will be comprehensive.  Information from 
the test will come from a combination of notes, abstracts, and assigned rea
 dings. 
 
 

   
6. Abstracts: 10 abstracts will be completed throughout the semester.  These will 

be due each Wednesday, unless otherwise instructed.  The abstract should be 
more recent than 2009 over issues relevant to environmental physiology.  Be 
prepared to discuss these in class.  The abstracts should be no longer than 1.5 
pages.  Please use the example  heading: 

 
John Doe BSc 497 
Abstract #1 
 

Moser, Penny.  2002.  “Eye of the Beast” Discover. Volume 20: pages 94-102. 
 
 This article discusses species specific sight……………… 
 
 
 
 
7. Lecture topics 

*Readings should be completed prior to the lecture. 
 Respiration 



 Blood 
 Circulation 
 Food 
 Metabolism 
 Temperature  
 Water and Excretion 
 Movement 

Hormones 
Senses 

 
 
 
 
 
8. Instructor: 

Dr. JP Slovak 
Office Hours: MTWR  8 -9 
Phone: 886-5368 
 
 

 
 

Students with Disabilities: 
The Americans with Disabilities Act (ADA) is a federal anti-discrimination statute 
that provides comprehensive civil rights protection for persons with disabilities.  
Among other things, this legislation requires that all students with disabilities be 

guaranteed a learning environment that provides for reasonable accommodation of 
their disabilities.  If you have a disability requiring an accommodation, please 

contact: 
Office of Student Disability Resources and Services 

Texas A&M University-Commerce 
Halladay Student Services Building 

Room 303 A/D 
Phone (903) 886-5150 or (903) 886-5835 

Fax (903) 468-8148 
StudentDisabilityServices@tamu-commerce.edu 

 
 

 
 
 
Academic Honesty:  All students are expected to maintain high standards of 
integrity and honesty in all academic work.  Conduct that violates the accepted 
standards of academic honesty (as described in the Student’s Guidebook), which 
includes cheating and plagiarism, will result in a grade of F in the course.   

mailto:StudentDisabilityServices@tamu-commerce.edu


Plagiarism is a criminal activity.  You must cite all sources of information.  Copying 
of material, whether, whether parts of sentences, whole sentences, paragraphs, or 
entire articles, will result in a grade of F for the class and can result in further 
disciplinary action. 
 
 
“All students enrolled at the University shall follow the tenets of common decency 
and acceptable behavior conducive to a positive learning environment.” (Student’s 
Guide Handbook, Policies and Procedures, Conduct) 
 
 
 


