
HIST 489.001  
Summer I 2014 

 
 
Instructor:  Dr. Ricky Dobbs 
 
Office Location: OSS 141 
Office Hours: MWF 9-11 AM 
Office Phone: 903 886-5878 
University Email Address: Ricky.Dobbs@tamuc.edu 
 
COURSE INFORMATION 
 
Materials – Textbooks, Readings, Supplementary Readings: 
 
Baycroft, Nationalism in Europe, 1789-1945 
 
Presentations done on Course Themes and on the “Noun List” 
 
Maps of Europe:  1914, 1919, 1945, 1991 
 
Course Description:   HIST 489 is a three-hour independent study course intended to allow students to 
explore a particular topic of interest.  The course traces a key theme in European culture and history: 
nationalism.  The student will learn broadly about this concept and then examine its continued impact 
upon the modern societies of Britain, France, and either Germany or Italy.  Travel and experiences touch 
upon a variety of different topics and interests, but all tie back to the theme.  The student will then 
create a project fusing their learning and travel experiences for presentation to the University 
community. 
 
Course Learning Outcomes: 
 

1.) Students can identify basic geographic, political, economic and cultural information about a 

nation that was the object of study and/or travel: such as its location, capital, form of 

government, major exports, language, and main religion(s).  Students can identify changes in 

the political geography of Europe from 1914-1991. 

2.) Students can define nationalism and the nation-state, demonstrate that definition with 

examples, and explain its continued relevance for modern Europe. 

3.) Students will propose, create, and exhibit a professional-quality product encompassing their 

experiences and one of the course themes (See outcomes 2). 

Course Assignments/Expectations: 
 
Geography Quiz:  The student will complete a quiz over basic geographic information and the political 
geography of Europe, 1914-1991 (study materials provided).  This will be worth 50 points or 12.5% of 
your course grade. 
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Journaling:  The student will keep a journal in a digital format for ease of submission for grading.  You 
should journal throughout your time overseas.  Your journal is due Monday, June 30.  It is worth 50 
points or 12.5% of your course grade. 

Nationalism Essay:  Student will read Baycroft and write a paper of 4-6 pages in response.  The paper 
should delineate the evolving definitions of nation and the various currents of nationalism in 19th 
Century Europe.  It should elaborate particularly on Britain, France and Italy.  The essay is due June 30, 
and is worth 100 points or 25% of your course grade. 

Special Assignment:  Each student will propose, execute and present a professional quality product 
encompassing their experience.  This assignment is worth 200 points or 50% of your grade.  Students 
may craft these from whatever they wish, include whatever media they deem appropriate, and present 
in whatever fashion they see fit so long as the following expectations are included: 
  

1.) Time duration to present the project cannot exceed five minutes.  It may take longer to view and 
examine closely, but you will be allowed to only take five minutes to explain your project and its 
design to faculty judges and other on-lookers 

2.) During the course you will be required to take in certain landmarks, sights, experiences in 
common.  You will also be permitted time to find landmarks, sights, and experiences on your own 
or in small groups.  Your project needs to incorporate learning/experiences of both types. 

3.) Your project must be oriented around your personal experience. 
4.) Your project must display a scholarly level of individual research, which will give your 

presentation meaning through context. 
 
Your project must clearly connect to elements of the course themes: Enlightenment, Nationalism and 
Industrialization. 
 
Remember, you need to keep your project focused. Continually ask yourself, what would I want people 
to know if this presentation is all they knew? 
 
Projects will be evaluated by a faculty panel and assigned a score that will be part of your project grade.  
Projects will then be displayed for a University community audience. Students should be prepared to 
converse about their topic choice and answer questions.   
 
Possible project emphases could be general or specific: 
 

Stereotypes: Before & After What’s Important?  
News Coverage 

Celebrations: Holidays, Birthdays 
and other Special Days 

Memory/Memorialization How does it feel to be the 
foreigner? 

Personal Expression: Dress, Hair, 
Shoes, Smell, etc. 

Access to Services: Education, 
Healthcare, Public Transportation 

I tried to speak (X) and this 
happened to me…. 

So I was lost… 

Literacy/Language I Talked to People and… Wayfinding: Navigating Cities 

Food Stuff We Could Learn… People I Met 

Events: Blitz, Holocaust, WWII My Ah-Hah Moment Oddities: Crazy Sh*t I Saw 

Cell Phone Etiquette Community Habits/ Public 
Behavior 

I wish I knew/ Wish I had… 

Cash vs. Card: Spending Practices Guess what I heard… SMH Moments 



I didn’t realize it at the time but 
when I got back… 

I could have spent all my 
money on… 

10 things that… rocked my world, 
changed my mind, made me 
scratch my head, made me 
consider not coming home, made 
me think I could live here, etc. 

 
Project presentations are in August.  This should give you ample time to talk through your ideas with us.  
We will provide a rubric faculty judges will use to evaluate your work. 
 
COMMUNICATION AND SUPPORT 
 
Interaction with Instructor Statement:  I will be abroad with you, but many elements of the course can 
be taken care of prior to departure.  Since we will all be together, interaction with me will primarily be 
face-to-face in the context of the travel element of the course. 
 
COURSE AND UNIVERSITY PROCEDURES/POLICIES 
 
Course Specific Procedures: 
 
ASSIGNMENT-SPECIFIC GUIDELINES:  You will be provided specific written or verbal direction for 
assignments listed above in addition to this syllabus. 
 
REMEMBER WHO YOU ARE:   This opportunity is a gift of the University, and by extension its donors.  
You represent the Honors College, the University and the nation.  Do not forget that.  What you do 
affects those who come after you. 
 
BE OPEN, BE EDUCABLE, BE WILLING TO PUSH YOURSELF:   Travel will give you back only what you put 
into it.  Be open to a new culture, experiment with the language to the extent that you are able, and 
allow yourselves to learn by putting away stereotypes, preconceptions, and American expectations of 
comfort.  You will encounter new foods, new ideas, new experiences, and new situations.  Embrace 
those while they are yours to embrace.  Determine later what you learned and how you changed, or not.  
But, for the time being, seize the day and the opportunities before you. 
 
BE SAFE:  You are far away from home amid another culture and immersed in another language.  Be 
aware of your surroundings, travel only in groups of three or more, and pay attention to posted 
warnings and cautions. 
 
FOLLOW THE RULES:  You travel as students, and that means the Code of Student Conduct in the 
Student Handbook is in effect.  Violation of these rules may result in disciplinary action, up to and 
including dismissal from HC and/or the University.  Stepping on the plane at DFW implies your 
agreement to be bound by these policies. 
 
University Specific Procedures: 

 
ADA STATEMENT:  The Americans with Disabilities Act (ADA) is a federal anti‐discrimination statute that 
provides comprehensive civil rights protection for persons with disabilities. Among other things, this 
legislation requires that all students with disabilities be guaranteed a learning environment that 



provides for reasonable accommodation of their disabilities. If you have a disability requiring an 
accommodation, please contact: 
 
Office of Student Disability Resources and Services 
Texas A&M University‐Commerce 
Gee Library 132 
Phone (903) 886‐5150 or (903) 886‐5835 
Fax (903) 468‐8148 
 


