
Texts and Genders: Virginia Woolf and Trauma 

ENG 780-01W  

Course Syllabus:  Summer II 2014 

Dr. Tabetha Adkins 

 

Class space:  Online in eCollege 

Email Address:  Tabetha.Adkins@tamuc.edu 

 

 

Materials – Textbooks, Readings, Supplementary Readings: 

 

Required books: 

 

Woolf, Mrs. Dalloway 

Woolf, The Waves 

Woolf, Between the Acts 

Woolf, To the Lighthouse 

Briggs, Julia.  Virginia Woolf:  An Inner Life.  Orlando, FL:  Harcourt, 2005.  

 

Course Description: 

 

 This course offers students an opportunity to read and write about some of the major works 

of British author, Virginia Woolf. In this course we will focus on some of her work that 

examines the concept of trauma.  

 

Student Learning Outcomes:  

 

  Students enrolled in ENG 780 will be able to demonstrate that they: 

 can write critically about Woolf’s literature 

 have become conversant in the scholarship that informs our understanding of Woolf 

 have gained an understanding of the cultural, intellectual, social, and biographical 

influences on Woolf’s literature 

 can engage with and contribute to the scholarly conversation surrounding Woolf’s 

literature 

 

Course Requirements 

 

Instructional / Methods / Activities Assessments 

 

Assignments: 

 

 

Discussion board participation (Six posts each week- due by Monday at 8:00 of the 

following week) Six engaged, thoughtful posts a week, and by “post,” I mean not only your 

thoughts but also responses to your classmates.  Remember that this space is supposed to 

simulate class discussion. I’m looking for discussion board posts that are substantive in content, 

intellectual, thought provoking, sophisticated (both in content and stylistically), and state more 

than the obvious. Please write in complete sentences and proofread for errors. 
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Proposal for final project: (Due Friday, July 25 at 8:00 AM in dropbox)For this assignment, 

I expect a thorough description of your plans for the final project.  Your options for the final 

project are below. 

  

Final Project: (Due Thursday, August 7 at 8:00 AM in Dropbox) 

Option 1: Create a video lecture on a specific topic related directly to Woolf and trauma. The 

audience for this lecture is literature students, scholars, and enthusiasts who might come across 

your video on YouTube. This video should cite scholarly textsand make other academic moves 

like argument, citation, support, organization, use of visual components, etc. This video should 

be about eight minutes long (and no longer than ten minutes long). You will turn in your works 

cited page for this video.  

Online 2: Create an audio “Ted Talk.” The audience for this “Ted Talk” is literature students, 

scholars, and enthusiasts. This talk must be on a specific topic related directly to Woolf and 

trauma. This audio Ted Talk should make academic moves like argument, citation, support, 

organization, etc. This talk should be about ten minutes long (and no longer than 12 minutes 

long). You will turn in your works cited page for this talk.  

To clarify: I do not want the script for the video or Ted Talk—I want a video (for option 1) or an 

audio file (for option 2).  

How to submit these essays: 

To submit option 1, load your file onto YouTube and post the link in the designated eCollege 

space. You can change the privacy setting so that only users with links can see your video.  

To submit option 2, create a Sound Cloud account and upload your file there. Post the link in 

eCollege.  

When you submit either your video or audio text, also upload or list your bibliography or works 

cited page for these texts.   

If you do not know how to make these kinds of texts, there are many tutorials available online.  

Be curious and seek these resources out.  There are also resources on campus that can help.   

Other options: 

I am open to considering other kinds of final projects, as well. Contact me by Monday, July 21 at 

8:00 AM if you want to consider other kinds of projects. The only restrictions I want to lay out 

prior to this conversation: the project must be about Woolf & trauma, and I will not accept 

“traditional” research projects or annotated bibliographies. The reason? I want to challenge you 

beyond the content. I often think we become so comfortable in our routines of writing that we are 

not actually learning while we write.  This challenges you to think about what you really want to 

communicate in your work to your audience.  



 

Grading: 

  

Assignment Name Percentage of Grade 

Week one posts 10% 

Week two posts 10% 

Week three posts 10% 

Week four posts 10% 

Proposal for final project 15% 

Final project 45% 

 

Grading Scale:  

 

90-100 A 

89-80 B 

79-70 C 

69-60 D 

59 and below F 

 

Technology Requirements: 

 

Students must access all course materials through e-college.  

 

Video or audio creation/editing software are required for the final project.  

 

The Internet will be used to upload final projects.  

 

Communication and Support:  

 

The very best way to contact me is to send me an e-mail at  

Tabetha.Adkins@tamuc.edu 

 

If you would like to talk via Skype, iChat, or Google Chat, please let me know.  I am happy to 

communicate via any of these online tools.  

 

I will be in my office periodically during the summer.  If you want to visit or call, let’s set up a 

time in advance. My office is located in Hall of Languages 229 and my telephone number 

is (903) 886-5269.  

 

Course Specific Procedures: 

I do not accept late work.   

You must turn in all assignments in order to pass the course. 

You may purchase any edition of the texts we’re reading.  You are not limited to the 

editions in the bookstore.  



Classroom Etiquette 

All students enrolled at the University shall follow the tenets of common decency and 

acceptable behavior conducive to a positive learning environment.  (See Student’s Guide 

Handbook, Policies, and Procedures, Conduct.)   

While online communication lends itself to a feeling of anonymity, you are not 

anonymous here.  I'm your professor, your classmates are your colleagues, and you 

should communicate here as you would in a face-to-face classroom.   

Here are some strategies for respectful, effective, and scholarly online communication: 

 I operate under the assumption that everyone in the class will do all the reading and wants 

to engage in intellectual discussion about what they’ve read.  You should operate under 

that assumption, too. 

 If someone disagrees with your reading of a text, don’t assume they didn’t do the reading 

or that they didn’t read carefully.  Remember that we all come to class with our own 

world-views that affect our reading.   

 Those world-views mentioned above are not the focus of the course—the texts are.  Do 

not ever, for any reason, attack someone else’s world-view in this class. 

 DON'T TYPE IN ALL CAPITAL LETTERS BECAUSE THIS IS HOW WE 

INDICATE SCREAMING IN ONLINE SPACES!!  No one wants to be screamed at-- 

face-to-face or online.   

 If someone says something to make you angry, step away from the computer for a few 

minutes and do not respond until you’ve calmed down.   

 If you leave a snarky comment, delete it, or I will.  Snark is not appropriate in an 

academic setting.  

 For examples of how NOT to communicate in our classroom space, see any CNN.com 

story comments section or the comments on youtube videos.  We will not be operating 

like that.   

Please don’t make me drop your discussion board grade for bad online behavior.  I want this 

space to be one in which we are free to try out new ideas, think critically, and learn.  Snark, 

hostility, and sarcasm destroy environments where those positive things can happen. 

Academic dishonesty/ Plagiarism: 

Professors in the Department of Literature and Languages do not tolerate plagiarism and 

other forms of academic dishonesty.  Instructors uphold and support the highest academic 

standards, and students are expected to do likewise.  Penalties for students guilty of 

academic dishonesty include disciplinary probation, suspension, and expulsion.  (Texas 

A&M University- Commerce Code of Student Conduct 5.b [1,2,3]).  

Plagiarism isn’t simply the use of another source’s words without giving credit to that source.  In 

fact, this issue is far more complicated.  For example: 



1. If you write an entire paragraph based on information from a source and only cite 

that source at the end of the paragraph, this practice can be considered a form of 

plagiarism. 

2. If you use an author’s idea without crediting the author, this practice can be 

considered a form of plagiarism. 

3. If you turn in an essay you’ve used in another course, you can be accused of 

plagiarism.  Yes, you can plagiarize yourself!   

4. If you buy a paper from an online “paper mill,” this is definitely plagiarism. 

5. If someone writes your paper for you, this is definitely plagiarism. 

6. If you “lift” sentences, phrases, or paragraphs from a source (online, a book, a 

peer’s paper, etc.) without giving credit to the source, that is definitely plagiarism.  

Some tips for avoiding plagiarism: 

1.     Take good notes so you’ll know which sources are making which claims. 

2.     If you find information in three or more sources, that information is probably 

considered “common knowledge” and does not need to be cited. 

3.     Start working on your assignments early to avoid temptation to purchase a paper 

from a “paper mill” in an act of desperation. 

4.     If you run out of time on an assignment and are tempted to purchase from a 

“paper mill,” talk to me.  Chances are, I’ll give you an extension if you need one. 

5.     Ask for help if you’re confused.  I’m happy to help you, and the writing center 

is staffed with tutors trained in helping students with these issues.  

My promise to you: 

I promise to never use turnitin.com or other proprietary tools like it because these 

programs make money off your work without compensating you.  Here’s how it 

works:  A university pays turinit.com for its services (with your tuition dollars).  

Teachers place student papers in the program’s “bank,” and the program 

compares that paper with other papers existing in the bank.  At that point, the 

student’s paper becomes part of the bank.  Therefore, turnitin.com and other tools 

are making money from this bank full of papers written by uncompensated 

students.  For more information on this issue, see this article in the Chronicle of 

Higher Education: http://chronicle.com/article/Plagiarism-Detection-Tool/29885.   

I also promise, however, that I take academic dishonesty very seriously.  If I catch 

a student blatantly and purposefully using another writer’s words, that student 

should expect to fail the course.   

Help and information: 

 For great information about plagiarism and how to avoid it, visit this site on Purdue 

University’s Online Writing Lab (OWL) page: 

http://owl.english.purdue.edu/owl/resource/589/01/.   I am, of course, always 

available to talk through these issues, as well. 

 

 

University Specific Procedures: 

http://chronicle.com/article/Plagiarism-Detection-Tool/29885
http://owl.english.purdue.edu/owl/resource/589/01/


Statement of behalf of students with disabilities: 

The Americans with Disabilities Act (ADA) is a federal anti-discrimination statute that provides 

comprehensive civil rights protection for persons with disabilities.  Among other things, this 

legislation requires that all students with disabilities be guaranteed a learning environment that 

provides for reasonable accommodation of their disabilities.  If you have a disability requiring an 

accommodation, please contact: 

  

Office of Student Disability Resources and Services 

Texas A&M University-Commerce 

Gee Library 132 

Phone (903) 886-5150 or (903) 886-5835 

Fax (903) 468-8148 

StudentDisabilityServices@tamu-commerce.edu 

Student Disability Resources & Services 

Grievance Procedure:   

If you have concerns about the class or about me as an instructor, please speak to me about those 

concerns.  If you are not satisfied with the outcome of our conversation, the next person in the 

chain of command is the Department Head of Literature and Languages, Dr. Hunter Hayes. 

 

Course Calendar 

This schedule might change throughout the semester to accommodate for student needs, class 

outcomes, etc.  I’ll let you know about any changes here and in the announcements section on 

eCollege so you can keep your calendar up-to-date. 

Week One 

July 7-13 

 By Monday, July 14 at 8:00 AM: 

1. Watch the welcome video on eCollege 

2. introduce yourself on discussion board on eCollege 

3. read the syllabus 

4. read Briggs’ preface 

5. read all of Mrs. Dalloway 

6. read Briggs chapter 6 

7. watch video lecture on Mrs. Dalloway (available by Wednesday, July 9) 

8. engage in discussion on Mrs. Dalloway on board in eCollege (at least six 

posts-- you don't have to be completely finished when you start posting.) 

Week Two 

July 14-20 

By Monday, July 21 at 8:00 AM: 

 

1. Read The Waves 

2. Read Briggs chapter 10 

3. Watch and/or read video lecture on The Waves in eCollege 

4. Discuss The Waves on discussion board (six posts) 
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If you’re going to propose an alternative final project, you must have that 

proposal to me by Monday, July 21 at 8:00 AM  

 

Week Three 

July 21-27 

 

By Friday, July 25 at 8:00 AM:   

Proposal for final project due 

 

By Monday, July 28 at 8:00 AM:  

1. Read Between The Acts 

2. Read Briggs chapter 14 

3. Watch and/or read lecture on Between The Acts in eCollege 

4. Discuss Between the Acts on eCollege in discussion board (six posts) 

 

Week Four 

July 28- 

August 3 

By Monday, August 4 at 8:00 AM:  

 

1. Read To The Lighthouse 

2. Read Briggs chapter 7 

3. Watch/read To The Lighthouse lecture on eCollege 

4. Discuss To The Lighthouse on eCollege (six posts)  

 

Week Five 

August 4-7 

By Thursday, August 7 at 8:00 AM:  

 

 

Submit final project (links) and bibliography in eCollege.  Be available 

during this day in case I have trouble accessing your files.  

 

Read Briggs epilogue 

 

Complete evaluation of course through myLeo 

  

 

 


