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History 590.01E 
HISTORY 590.001 Historiography and Theory 

Fall 2014  
 

Instructor:                              Dr. Judy Ann Ford 

Office Location:                   SS 113 

Office Hours:                          Monday & Wednesday 11:00 – 12:15; Tuesday 9:30-12:00 noon 

or by appointment 

Office Phone:                          (903) 886-5928 

Office Fax:                              (903) 468-3230 

University Email Address:    Judy.Ford@tamuc.edu 

 

 

COURSE INFORMATION 

 

Materials--Required:  

 

The following books are required for this course and can be purchased at the bookstore. These 

monographs are broad selection of approaches that afford insights into historiography and 

historical methodologies. Please ensure that you obtain the correct edition listed here: 

 

• Benedict Anderson, Imagined Communities: Reflections on the Origin and Spread of 

Nationalism (New York: Verso, 2006). 

• Fernand Braudel, The Structures of Everyday Life: The Limits of the Possible (Berkeley: 

University of California Press, 1992). 

• R.G. Collingwood, The Idea of History, revised edition (New York: Oxford University Press, 

2005). 

• William Cronon, Changes in the Land: Indians, Colonists and the Ecology of New England 

(New York: Hill and Wang, 1983). 

• John Demos, The Unredeemed Captive: A Family Story from Early America (New York: 

Vintage Books, 1995). 

• Richard J. Evans, In Defense of History (New York: W.W. Norton & Co., 1999). 

• Ranajit Guha and Gayatri Chakravorty Spivak, eds., Selected Subaltern Studies (New York: 

Oxford University Press, 1988). 

• David Landes, The Wealth and Poverty of Nations: Why Some Are so Rich and Some so Poor 

(New York: W.W. Norton & Co., 1999). 

• Gerda Lerner, Why History Maters: Life and Thought (New York: Oxford University Press, 

1997). 

• E.P. Thompson, Customs in Common: Studies in Traditional Popular Culture (New York: 

The New Press, 1993). 

• Laurel Thatcher Ulrich, Good Wives: Image and Reality in Northern New England, 1650-1750 

(New York: Oxford University Press, 1982). 

• Eugen Weber, Peasants into Frenchmen: The Modernization of Rural France, 1870-1914 

(Stanford, CA: Stanford University Press, 1976). 
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Reference (suggested): 

• Anthony Brundage, Going to the Sources: A Guide to Historical Research and Writing, fourth 

edition (Wheeling, IL: Harlan Davidson, Inc., 2008). 

• Kate Turabian, A Manual for Writers of Research Papers, Theses, and Dissertations, seventh 

edition (Chicago: University of Chicago Press, 2007). 

 

Any additional materials, such as brief articles, videos, or primary documents, will be supplied 

by the instructor through e-college. 

 

Course Description:  

 

The discipline of History has a long history and a diverse set of practitioners. Students will 

examine the intent and purpose behind historical writing and look at concrete examples of how 

theoretical positions manifest themselves in scholarship. Students will learn to identify the major 

themes, approaches, and interpretive stances taken by historians, develop analytic skills in 

identifying and critiquing the arguments of professional historians, learn and deploy the 

terminology associated with historical argumentation, and apply these skills and terminology in 

writing a field-specific historiographical review essay. 

 

Student Learning Outcome:  

 

By the end of the semester, students should be able to: 

• Identify major interpretive and methodological trends in history 

 

COURSE REQUIREMENTS 

 

Instructional / Methods / Activities / Assessments  
  

1. Attendance:  

 

 Students are expected to attend every class session; attendance will be taken. Each 

unexcused absence beyond two (2) instances will result in a 10% reduction in the 

attendance grade; excessive unexcused absences (more than 4) may be cause for a failing 

grade in this course, at the instructor's discretion. 

 

 Students are expected to do the reading as noted in this syllabus and to be prepared to 

participate in classroom discussions. It is imperative that you complete the assigned 

readings; the material contained therein will drive classroom discussion, a crucial course 

requirement. You are responsible for all the material contained in the readings; if you do 

not read them, you will have a difficult semester. 

  

2. Discussion and participation: 

 This course is intended, in part, to investigate the significance of historical objectivity 

and  critique specific historiographical methods and approaches, an objective that will 

enable students to transcend mere narrative and integrate historical facts into a broader 
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historical and analytical context. Discussion is the main tool by which these objectives 

will be reached. 

 

 The participation grade will be based on weekly discussions. During the first three 

quarters of the semester discussions will focus on critique of the assigned books.  During 

the last quarter of the semester discussion will focus on peer-review of students’ 

historiographical essays.  

 

• You are encouraged to bring questions with you to class and to the discussion to ask your 

questions should some point require further explanation. Students are expected to create 

and sustain an open intellectual classroom environment which fosters discussion. They 

should listen to each others' comments and questions with an open mind and to respect 

viewpoints other than their own. Students must also be open to understanding why people 

of the past did what they did, and should not dismiss these actors' views because they 

might be perceived as "wrong."  

 

 Your participation grade will be based on the following criteria: 

 

A = Student is always prepared; makes frequent voluntary contributions to 

classroom discussion 

B = Student is generally prepared; makes occasional voluntary contributions to 

discussion or participates only when called on 

C = Student is usually prepared but rarely voluntarily speaks 

D = Student is generally unprepared and does not contribute to discussion 

F = Student is unprepared and appears disinterested in contributing to discussion 

 

 For each week, there will be an assigned "discussion leader" who will be responsible for 

summarizing the book in question and for guiding the overall discussion of the 

monograph. All students are expected to complete the weekly assignments and to 

participate actively in class discussion. 

 

3. Written assignments 

 

• This course is intended, in part, to provide students with a fundamental understanding of 

broad historiographical trends and to afford students opportunities to interpret the history 

in response to more general historiographical questions. The following assignments are 

designed to facilitate these two goals. 

 

 3A. Weekly analyses: students will write short critiques of each reading assignment. This 

book review will be 3-4 pages in length, double-spaced and in 12-point font, and must 

conform to proper Turabian citation formatting. Additionally, it must incorporate at least 

two external reviewers' assessments of the monograph in question. External reviews 

generally can be found in JSTOR journals, online publications, in-print reviews, etc., but 

the source of these reviews must be a professional scholarly journal; if there are any 

questions about what constitutes a scholarly journal, please ask. 
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 3B. Proposal: students will prepare a short description of their research topic. This 

proposal must include a structured thesis statement or research hypothesis, as well as a 

commentary on what trends do or might dominate the literature in question. It must be 

accompanied by a working bibliography. The hypotheses must be well-considered, 

logical and, to the fullest possible extent, assertive. The proposal should be a maximum 

of 2 full pages of text accompanied by its properly-formatted bibliography in Turabian 

bibliographic format. 

 

 3C. Historiography paper: students in this class are not expected to merely learn history, 

but to do history; consequently, students will write a comprehensive historiography paper 

on a topic of his or her choice. This assignment will be due at the beginning of the fourth 

quarter of the semester. The final paper will be approximately 6000 words (20 pages) in 

length (including text and notes but excluding the bibliography and title page). The paper 

must use footnotes according to Turabian style and must also include a properly-

formatted bibliography in Turabian format and a title page that (at least) includes the 

student's name and the title of the paper. The text must be double-spaced, the pages must 

be numbered, all margins will be set at 1 inch and the paper should be written in Times 

New Roman 12pt or its equivalent. This paper may not be submitted in more than one 

class. 

 

Written assignments will be graded according to the following criteria (as applicable): 

o Compliance with the assignment 

o The presence, strength and originality of a thesis 

o The proper use of evidence to support that thesis 

o The degree to which the paper is analytical and evaluative rather than narrative 

o Evidence that the sources used and listed in the bibliography were read and 

understood 

o Organization of the paper and logical progression of the argument 

o Mechanics (spelling, grammar, syntax and punctuation) 

 

Grading criteria for written work is based on the following: 

 

A = Mastery of content and reading material; factual accuracy; thoughtful 

interpretation or argument that synthesizes original thoughts and ideas with content; 

technically clean 

B = Good-to-excellent command of the majority of content and reading material; 

competent factual accuracy; a generally solid historical argument backed with 

adequate evidence 

C = Fair command of content material; reasonable factual accuracy; ability to 

articulate a specific thesis or argument even if it is not original or is poorly supported 

by the evidence 

D = Poor command of content; factual errors; no real argument driving the essay. 
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4. Grading of the Course 

 

Participation   200 

Leading discussion  100 

Book reviews  30 x 12 360  

Proposal                      40 

Historiography paper  300 

  Total           1000 points 

 

The grading scale used for this course is as follows: 

            900-1000            =          A 

            800-899.9           =          B 

            700-799.9           =          C 

            600-699.9           =          D 

            599.9 or less       =          F 

 

 

TECHNOLOGY REQUIREMENTS, ACCESS AND NAVIGATION 

Word Processing:  

You will need access to a word processor and printer to prepare the proposal and research paper.  

You should be able to insert footnotes in your papers.  

 

eCollege:  

This course is enhanced through eCollege, the Learning Management System used by Texas 

A&M University-Commerce.  To access eCollege you will need an internet connection, 

preferably high speed, and your CWID and password.  If you do not know your CWID or have 

forgotten your password, please contact Technology Services at 903-468-6000 or 

helpdesk@tamu-commerce.edu.  To get started with the course, go to: https://leo.tamu-

commerce.edu/login.aspx.  eCollege will be used to send you announcements and reminders, to 

post grades, and to provide access to course materials (except required readings) such as 

handouts and assignments.  Be sure that you can access the email account the university has on 

record for you.  
 

COMMUNICATION AND SUPPORT 

 

If you cannot see me during office hours, please send me an email so that we can make an 

appointment.  I am quite happy to see students at any time as long as I don’t have a prior 

commitment.   

 

COURSE AND UNIVERSITY PROCEDURES/POLICIES 

 

Written Assignment Format and Late Assignment Policy 

Papers must be typed and double-spaced with one-inch margins. Pages must be numbered. Your 

name, the course number and the due date must appear at the top of the first page; no cover page 

mailto:helpdesk@tamu-commerce.edu
https://leo.tamu-commerce.edu/login.aspx
https://leo.tamu-commerce.edu/login.aspx
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is necessary. Pages should be stapled. Any authors' quotations or ideas that are derived from 

another writer must be cited; footnote citations are preferred, but not mandatory. We will briefly 

discuss citations in class, but if there are any questions about how to cite or what to cite, please 

ask. Any papers that do not conform to these guidelines will be returned to the author for 

resubmission and will be penal zed for being submitted late. 

 

All writing assignments will be turned in at the beginning of class on the due date. Late papers 

will only be accepted with advance permission and will be penalized 5% for each day it is late. 

 

Classroom Behavior  

All students are expected to observe basic tenets of common decency and acceptable behavior 

conducive to a positive leaning environment (See Student’s Guide Handbook, Policies and 

Procedures, Conduct).   

 

Academic Honesty 

In all courses, I expect that all work that you do and turn in is your own.  It is the policy of the 

University, the History Department, and myself that no form of plagiarism, cheating, collusion, 

or any other form of academic dishonesty will be tolerated.  Plagiarism is defined as deliberately 

taking the words or ideas of someone else and passing them off as your own.  Cheating is 

obtaining unauthorized assistance on any assignment.  Collusion is the selling of academic 

products with the intention that they be submitted to satisfy an academic requirement.  Students 

are expected to uphold and support the highest academic standards at all times.  Any student 

found guilty of academic dishonesty will automatically fail the assignment in question, will 

likely fail the entire course, and will be subject to disciplinary action by the University (See 

Texas A&M University-Commerce Code of Student Conduct 5.b[1,2,3]).  Further information 

on the History Department plagiarism policy can be found on the History Department web page.  

If you are even unclear about what constitutes plagiarism or academic dishonesty, please ask me. 

 

Writing Center 

Students are encouraged to take advantage of the resources of the Writing Center for assistance 

with drafting their papers.  The Writing Center is a resource for you.  They will not write your 

paper; they will help you improve your writing skills.  If you use the Writing Center, please plan 

ahead.  They can only help you if you see them in advance and have time to incorporate their 

suggestions into the final paper.  More information can be found at http://www.tamu-

commerce.edu/litlang/CSC/. 

 

ADA Statement  

The Americans with Disabilities Act (ADA) is a federal anti-discrimination statute that provides 

comprehensive civil rights protection for persons with disabilities.  Among other things, this 

legislation requires that all students with disabilities be guaranteed a learning environment that 

provides for reasonable accommodation of their disabilities.  If you have a disability requiring an 

accommodation, please contact: 

  

Office of Student Disability Resources and Services 

Texas A&M University-Commerce 

http://www.tamu-commerce.edu/litlang/CSC/
http://www.tamu-commerce.edu/litlang/CSC/
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Gee Library 132 

Phone (903) 886-5150 or (903) 886-5835 

Fax (903) 468-8148 

StudentDisabilityServices@tamu-commerce.edu 

Student Disability Resources & Services 

 

 

Student Conduct  

All students enrolled at the University shall follow the tenets of common decency and acceptable 

behavior conducive to a positive learning environment.  (See Code of Student Conduct from 

Student Guide Handbook). 

 

Course Schedule and Themes 

 

August 28  Introduction; assignment of discussion leaders 

 

September 5  Lerner, Why History Matters 

 

September 12  Evans, In Defense of History 

 

September 19  Collingwood, The Idea of History 

 

September 26  Weber, Peasants into Frenchmen 

 

October 3  Cronon, Changes in the Land; paper proposal due 

 

October 10  Braudel, The Structures of Everyday Life 

 

October 17  Ulrich, Good Wives 

 

October 24  Landes, The Wealth and Poverty of Nations 

 

October 31  Guha and Spivak, Selected Subaltern Studies 

 

November 7  Thompson, Customs in Common 

 

November 14 Demos, The Unredeemed Captive; historiography paper due  

 

November 21  Anderson, Imagined Communities 

 

November 28  Thanksgiving 

 

December 5  Peer reviews 

 

Final Exam Week Peer reviews 

mailto:StudentDisabilityServices@tamu-commerce.edu
http://web.tamu-commerce.edu/studentLife/campusServices/studentDisabilityResourcesAndServices/

