
ARTS 503 Graduate Seminar      
Fall Semester 2014    MW 6:00-8:50pm, WTFA Room 125 
Instructor:  Barbara Frey  
Office: WTFA 101 (903) 886-5209 
Office hours: WTFA 101, Monday & Wednesday 11:00am – Noon; Tuesday 10:00am - Noon;  
And by appointment: barbara.frey@tamuc.edu  
 
Course Description 
This is a research-based course, and consists of various reading, writing and material exercises that enable 
graduate art students to put their current work into a contemporary art context. Students will be exposed to 
a wide range of readings and research-related techniques. 3 semester hours. 
 
Additional Description 
The Graduate Seminar provides the opportunity to engage with issues pertaining to the creative process and 
to develop critical skills that will augment and contribute meaningfully to successful studio practice. 21st 
century artists are expected to be speakers and writers as well as makers. The completion of a master’s 
degree in art requires successful performance in all three areas. The ability to write and speak critically 
about art is essential to one’s maturation as an artist. Developing these skills requires consistent 
engagement and effort. 
 
Course Requirements 
Writing: 
• “This I Believe” – a statement of your core values with respect to the role and validity of art in 

contemporary life. 
• Creative Process essay – develop a model of the creative process that aids in illuminating and 

understanding what feeds and facilitates your art making. 
• Midterm critique artist statement 
• Final critique artist statement 
 
Reading: 
Art and Fear: Observations on the Perils (and Rewards) of Artmaking by David Bayles and Ted Orland. 
2001 edition. $8.15 on Amazon.  
 
The Critique Handbook: The Art Student’s Sourcebook and Survival Guide, 2nd edition, by Kendall Buster 
and Paula Crawford.  $28.04 on Amazon. 
 
Speaking: 
A good part of this course will involve group discussion.  Active participation is essential to deriving 
benefit from this opportunity and is therefore mandatory.  Active participation means: you have read the 
reading more than once, you have thought about it, digested it, and tried to understand it in the light of your 
own experience, and you have come to class with talking points in hand in the form of observations and 
questions about the reading.  During studio visits you thoughtfully and constructively respond to your 
fellow students’ work. 
 
Making: 
The “making” of art takes place during your other studio hours. We will be doing two studio visits for each 
member of the class over the course of the semester to view and discuss the work.   
 
Attendance: 
We will meet once a week as a group on Tuesday nights. The equivalent amount of time on Thursday plus 
additional time during the week must be devoted to research and preparation before each class.  
 
Attendance is mandatory. You may not miss more than one class. If you miss more than one class your 
grade will be affected negatively. An absence will be recorded if you are not present when the roll is taken. 
 



Graduate students are required to attend all openings in The University Gallery as well as other events 
hosted by the Department of Art such as visiting lecturers and visiting artist workshops. Visiting artists are 
often available for studio visits. It is mandatory that you take advantage of this opportunity.  
 
 
Evaluation 
Your grade for ARTS 503 is determined by your level of participation in class discussion, studio visits, and 
the assigned writing.  In addition, the studio work that you show for the midterm and final critiques is also 
part of the grade. The grades submitted by the faculty following your final critique are factored into the 
final grade for this course. 
 
 
Policies 
All cell phone use is prohibited during class time.  
 
Please note that the following University policies are in effect: 
• “All students enrolled at the University shall follow the tenets of common decency and acceptable 

behavior conducive to a positive learning environment.” (See: Student’s Handbook, Policies and 
Procedures, Conduct) 

 
• Statement on Accommodations for ADA eligible students: 

 
The Americans with Disabilities Act (ADA) is a federal anti-discrimination statute that Provides 

comprehensive civil rights protection for persons with disabilities. Among other things, this legislation 
requires that all students with disabilities be guaranteed a learning environment that provides for reasonable 

accommodation of their disabilities. If you have a disability requiring an accommodation, please contact: 
Office of Student Disability Resources and Services 

Texas A&M University—Commerce 
Gee Library, Room 132 

Phone (903) 886-5150 o5 (903) 886-5835 
Fax (903) 468- 8148 

StudentDisabilityServices@tamu-commerce.edu 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



COURSE SCHEDULE   Tuesdays, 6:00 – 8:50pm 
 
August 26  Course Introduction 
   Film: Robert Irwin: The Beauty of Questions 
 
September 2  Attend opening of 2014 Art Faculty Exhibition prior to class 
   Discussion of your core beliefs as an artist (respond to list of questions)  
   Film: Maya Lin: A Strong Clear Vision 
 
September 9  Draft of “This I believe” essay to be read aloud 
   Discussion of reading: Art and Fear: Introduction and pp. 1-21: “The Nature of  
   the Problem” and “Art & Fear” 

 
September 16  Discussion of the creative process 
   Discussion of reading: Art and Fear: pp. 23-47 “Fears about Yourself” and  
   “Fears about Others” 

“This I believe” essay due 
 

September 23  Attend opening of Tadd Myers exhibition prior to class 
   Discussion of assigned reading from The Critique Handbook 
   Discussion of Don Eddy and Tony Cragg artist statements 
 
September 30  Studio Visits / drafts of artist statements 
   Discussion of assigned reading from The Critique Handbook 
 
October 7  Studio Visits / drafts of artist statements 
   Discussion of assigned reading from The Critique Handbook 
 
October 14  Discuss rough drafts of creative process essay 
   Midterm artist statement due 
 
October 21  Discussion of reading: Art and Fear:  pp. 49-62 “Finding Your Work”  

Creative Process essay due 
 
October 28  Attend opening of Libby Rowe’s exhibition prior to class 
   Discussion of assigned reading from The Critique Handbook 
 
November 4  Finish Art and Fear: all of Part II 
 
November 11  Film: Mike’s Vermeer and potluck dinner 
 
November 18  Studio Visits  
 
November 25  Studio Visits 
 
December 2  Discuss installation for the final critique and rough drafts of final artist statement 
 
December 5  Final Critique  
   Final artist statement due 
    
 
 
 


