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ENG 697: The Linguistics of Humor 

Fall 2014, T 4:30p–7:10p, HL 325 
 
 
Co-Instructor: Christian F. Hempelmann 
Office: Hall of Languages 226 
Office Hours:  
online daily 10am–10pm 
office W 2–4pm 
Phone: (903) 886-5291 
Fax: (903) 886-5980 
Email: c.hempelmann@tamuc.edu 

Co-Instructor: Salvatore Attardo 
 Office: Education North 224 

 
 
 

Phone: (903) 886-5175 
Fax: (903) 886-5774 

Email: salvatore@attardo@tamuc.edu 
 

 
Note: This syllabus will be revised during the semester as deemed necessary. 
 

COURSE INFORMATION 
 
Materials – Textbooks, Readings, Supplementary Readings 
All materials will be made available online via eCollege. 
 
Course Description 
This advanced graduate course will let us read about, discuss, research, and write about the 
linguistics of humor. We will read original research papers, some by the instructors, others by 
further leading scholars in the field. While humor studies is a multidisciplinary undertaking, this 
course will focus on linguistic approaches to humor from all relevant subdisciplines, in particular 
semantics and pragmatics, but also cognitive linguistics, phonology, sociolinguistics, literary and 
translation studies, and computational linguistics. 
 
This course is not an entertainment event; humor is an object of serious study. While it has no 
inherent positive or negative function, the language and themes of humor are often of a nature 
that is objectionable to some people. Students need to be aware that some of the material we’ll 
investigate might appear offensive to them, but are reminded that in this course we’re studying 
humor scientifically and not telling jokes for effect (see statement in the appendix.) 
 
Course Learning Outcomes 

1. Students will become familiar with various linguistic theories of, methodologies for, 
and applications to humor research. 

2. Students will demonstrate the skills required to research a linguistic topic related to 
humor and document these skills in a research project. 

3. Students will become active participants in the course, not only in staying current 
with readings and other assignments, but also in sharing their understanding of the 
material as assessed by reading responses and contributions to in-class 
discussions. 
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COURSE REQUIREMENTS 
 
Instructional Methods, Activities, and Assessment 
Readings 
 The syllabus is based on a selection of readings made available electronically. A close 

reading of the expected material and preparation of questions are expected and necessary 
for the comprehension of the course material. 

 
Submitting Assignments 
 Assignments must be submitted electronically in MS Word format (.doc, .docx) by their 

deadlines, usually into a dropbox on eCollege. No make-ups are given. Assigned 
homework may or may not be graded, at our discretion. You should not drop your 
homework in a mailbox if you cannot attend class. Students who cannot attend class 
should make arrangements with me for turning in their homework (see attendance policy). 
All of the main projects will go through several phases of development. The main research 
project and all other assignments have to be completed for a final grade. 

 
Research Project 
 One larger research project will go through several stages, including a proposal, several 

drafts and revisions, and individual conferencing with the instructors. Depending on where 
your interests lie and where you are in your graduate career, the paper documenting the 
research project can take on several formats. Ideally, it is intended to result in an original 
publishable paper, but a detailed report of a piece of software you write or an in-depth 
review paper are acceptable too. Further formats can be discussed on an individual basis. 

 
Grading Policy 
If you have completed all assignments by their due dates, in particular the larger project, and 
satisfied the attendance requirements, and all other requirements stated in this specific or the 
departmental syllabus, your grade for this course will be determined as follows: 
 
A  ≥ 90% research project 40% 
B  89-80% shorter assignments 40% 
C  79-70%  participation 20% 
D  69-60% 
F  < 59%  
 
Attendance Policy 
Students are responsible for attending class and keeping a log of their attendance. Please note 
that this means that no excuse will be accepted for failure to comply with the class 
requirements. Students needing particular attention should notify the instructors during the first 
week. If you miss a class you are responsible to receive the information you missed or be 
prepared for surprises.  
 
Tentative Calendar 
week 1 course introduction 
week 2 humor competence vs. performance 
week 3 theories of humor 
week 4 incongruity and resolution 
week 5 semiotics of humor 
week 6 semantics of humor 
week 7 pragmatics of humor 
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week 8 puns 
week 9 discourse analysis 
week 10 sociolinguistics 
week 11 literary humor 
week 12 translation and humor 
week 13 computational humor 
week 14 humor performance 
week 15 wrap-up 
  
Note that this schedule is purely tentative and provided as a rough idea of how we will distribute 
class time. Changes can and will be made in relation to our progress and research interests. 
 
 

COURSE AND UNIVERSITY PROCEDURES/POLICIES 
 
Course Specific Procedures 
 
Academic Honesty Policy 
 Texas A&M University-Commerce does not tolerate plagiarism and other forms of 

academic dishonesty. Conduct that violates generally accepted standards of academic 
honesty is defined as academic dishonesty. “Academic dishonesty” includes, but is not 
limited to, plagiarism (the appropriation or stealing of the ideas or words of another person 
and passing them off as one’s own), cheating on exams or other course assignments, 
collusion (the unauthorized collaboration with others in preparing course assignments), 
and abuse (destruction, defacing, or removal) of resource material. Instructors uphold and 
support the highest academic standards, and students are expected to do likewise. 
Penalties for students guilty of academic dishonesty include disciplinary probation, 
suspension and expulsion (Texas A&M University-Commerce Code of Student Conduct 
5.b[1, 2, 3]). Cheating, including plagiarizing papers in whole or part, will result in a grade 
of zero (0) on the assignment for the first offense and failure of the course for any 
subsequent offenses. 

Attendance Policy 
 Because your active participation in discussions is expected, attendance is vital for 

success in this course. Attendance requires more than simply coming to class. 
Assignment Policy 
 We will provide specific details during class meetings and by email. Students must stay 

current with all readings and discussions. Students must complete and submit all 
assignments by their respective due dates. Students must check their TAMUC email at 
least once per day. 

Late Work 
 We will not accept any assignment after its due date. Assignments submitted after the due 

date may receive a score of zero (0). 
Drop a Course 
 A student may drop a course by logging into his/her myLEO account and clicking on the 

hyperlink labeled “Drop a class” from among the choices found under the myLeo section of 
the Web page. 

Incompletes 
 Incompletes (grade of “X”) are granted only under rare and extraordinary, usually medical, 

circumstances. 
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Administrative Withdrawal 
 We reserve the right to drop a student from the course administratively for excessive 

absences or violations of student conduct codes. 
 
University-Specific Procedures 
 
ADA Statement  
The Americans with Disabilities Act (ADA) is a federal anti-discrimination statute that provides 
comprehensive civil rights protection for persons with disabilities.  Among other things, this 
legislation requires that all students with disabilities be guaranteed a learning environment that 
provides for reasonable accommodation of their disabilities.  If you have a disability requiring an 
accommodation, please contact: 

  
Office of Student Disability Resources and Services 

Texas A&M University-Commerce 
Gee Library 132 

Phone (903) 886-5150 or (903) 886-5835 
Fax (903) 468-8148 

StudentDisabilityServices@tamu-commerce.edu 
Student Disability Resources & Services 

 
Student Conduct 
All students enrolled at the University shall follow the tenets of common decency and acceptable 
behavior conducive to a positive learning environment.  (See Code of Student Conduct from 
Student Guide Handbook). 
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Appendix 
I hereby attest that I have received, read and understood the complete syllabus for ENG 697 
The Linguistics of Humor. I have been offered a chance to ask questions about it to my 
satisfaction. 
 
I have been made aware that this class, because of its subject matter, will at times deal with 
topics that are or may be considered offensive, obscene, sexually explicit, disparaging of 
minorities, politically incorrect, and/or otherwise inappropriate for exposure other than to adults. 
While the instructor will avoid any unnecessary exposure to such materials, students should be 
aware that the class may examine such materials. Two important points should be kept in mind: 
a) metalinguistic distance: there is a difference between saying “let us examine the claim that Mr 
X is crazy” and saying “Mr X is crazy.” In the latter case the speaker is responsible for the truth 
and accuracy of his/her claim, while in the former he/she is not. b) critical distance: there is a 
difference between telling an obscene joke for the enjoyment of its obscenity and using an 
obscene joke as a topic of discussion of the role of obscenity in the humorous effect. In any 
case, students who feel that a given subject is not acceptable for examination will be given other 
topics. Students should also be aware that the materials that will be viewed may contain nudity 
and sexual situations, which may be considered offensive. 
 
By signing the present syllabus and staying in class beyond this point I acknowledge that I have 
been warned as to the presence of controversial material in the course and that I have freely 
and deliberately chosen to view, read, and otherwise examine said material. 
 
 
 
__________________________ 
Name 
 
__________________________ 
Signature 
 
__________________________ 
Date 
 
 


