
Texas A&M University-Commerce      FALL, 2014 

THE HOLOCAUST  PSCI 497 

Tuesday/Thursday 12:30 – 1:45 PM    Room:  SS134 

 

Ms. Donna Gosbee 903-886-5317   e-mail:  donna.gosbee@tamuc.edu 

Office Hours:  Tuesday, Thursday 11:00 -12:15 and 2:00 – 3:00  

 

Course Introduction:  

During the Holocaust and World War II, approximately 55 million people were killed.  The 

Nazis came to power in Germany in 1933.  Until their defeat in 1945, they created a bureaucracy 

and system for persecution, terror and murder that carried a death toll of approximately six 

million Jews and extended to many other victims as well; from the disabled to the Roma and 

Sinti (Gypsies), the Slavs, Poles, homosexuals, Afro-Germans, and Jehovah’s Witnesses.   

This course will explore the underpinnings of the intolerance which led up to the Holocaust.  We 

will look at the sources for antisemitism and racism and the way these “isms” as well as eugenics 

and German social policy allowed for creation of categories of “other” people, who then became 

victims of violence and genocide. We will explore the experiences of both Jews and non-Jews 

who were victimized by the political bureaucracy of the Nazis, and how that bureaucracy led to 

the murder of so many millions of people before it was stopped. The course will be based on a 

series of lectures, slides, class discussions, required readings, films, memoirs and scholarly 

presentations, in an attempt to explore one of the most brutal and puzzling genocidal events of 

the 20
th

 century. 

Be warned that this course will deal with violent acts which were perpetrated against large 

numbers of people.  Issues raised and some readings or visual aids may contain distressing 

and/or graphic material.   

Learning Objectives: 

 1. Students will better understand why and how the Nazis perpetrated mass murder 

  on such a massive scale. 

 2. Students will have a better understanding of the roots of antisemitism and  

  prejudice. 

 3. Students will improve their skills in comprehending and evaluating the 

  historiography of the Holocaust. 

 4. Students will have a greater understanding of the moral dilemmas which formed 

   part of the Holocaust. 
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Required Texts and Readings: 

 

Bergen, Doris (2009). War and Genocide: A Concise History of the Holocaust. Rowman and  

 Littlefield, Publishers.  ISBN: 9780742557154 (277 pages) 

Spiegelman, Art. (1986) Maus I: A Survivor’s Tale: My Father Bleeds History. Pantheon 

 ISBN: 9780394747231 (159 pages) 

Spiegelman, Art. 1992. Maus II: A Survivor’s Tale: And Here My Troubles Began. Pantheon. 

  ISBN: 9780394747231  (136 page) 

Friedrich, Otto. (1994) The Kingdom of Auschwitz 1940-45. Harper Perennial.  

 ISBN: 9780060976408. (112 pages) 

Levi, Primo. 2012. Survival in Auschwitz. U.S.: Important Books. ISBN: 9781479125777 

  (107 pages) 

There are additionally required reading of selected articles.  These articles must be read prior to 

the class when they will be discussed.  They are reflected in the schedule below, or may be 

assigned as needed by the instructor. 

 

Assignments and Grades: 

The course is reading and discussion intense -- you cannot be a passive participant and expect to 

do well in this class.  Additionally, you are expected to have read the assigned material before 

coming to class, because you are expected to make a valuable contribution to class discussions. 

 

1. Participation:  15 points. Participation is a combination of attendance, reading the assigned 

materials prior to class, and your involvement in class discussions.  You are expected to come to 

class prepared and ready to discuss the assigned readings for that day.  This is the type of class 

where you might just end the class with more questions than you had the first day.  While we 

will do our best to “unpack” the issues and events, there is still a great deal about the Holocaust 

that remains unknown.  Please, DO NOT BE AFRAID TO ASK QUESTIONS. 

 

2.  Reflection Papers:  5 points each, for a total of 35 points.  You are required to complete 

seven reflection papers throughout the course. These will be on various readings or films.  Papers 

must be between 500 and 750 words in length, double-spaced with 1 inch margins, using Times 

New Roman, 12 font.  If you use a specific quote from a book, be sure to cite it.  You must 

include a word count at the end of the paper, and each paper should have a separate cover sheet 

which is not included in the total word count.  No late papers will be accepted. 

 

3.  Research paper on your selected topic: 30 points 

You are required to prepare a research paper of 8 - 10 pages in length on a topic related to the 

Holocaust – you may pick from the suggested topic list attached, or select one of your own, with 

my approval.  There can only be one topic per student.  Please send me an email when you have 

decided on your topic.  You will be notified to find another topic if another student has already 



chosen that topic.  A bibliography must be included with the paper.  Use APSA format for your 

paper.  You can find help with APSA questions at 

https://www.apsanet.org/media/PDFs/Publications/APSAStyleManual2006.pdf  No late papers 

will be accepted. 

 

4.  Power Point or Prezi Presentation on your selected topic:  20 points 

Using information you provided in your research paper, you will complete a Power Point or 

Prezi presentation to be presented in class.  Class presentations will occur the last two weeks of 

class, and are limited to no less than 12 but no more than 15 minutes each.  You must have 

prior approval for the topic, and the week before presentations start, you must meet with 

me to discuss progress on your project. 

 

Attendance Policy:  Attendance is mandatory and roll will be taken at every class. 

 

Students with Disabilities:   

The Americans with Disabilities Act (ADA) is a federal anti-discrimination statute that provides 

comprehensive civil rights protection for persons with disabilities.  Among other things, this 

legislation requires that all students with disabilities be guaranteed a learning environment that 

provides for reasonable accommodation of their disabilities. If you have a disability requiring an 

accommodation, please contact : 

 

Office of Student Disability Resources and Services 

Texas A&M University – Commerce 

Gee Library – Room 132 

Phone (903) 886-5150 or (903) 886-5835 

Fax (903)468-818 

StudentDisabilityServices@tamuc.edu 

 

“All students enrolled at the University shall follow the tenets of common decency and 

acceptable behavior conducive to a positive learning environment.” (See Student’s Guide 

Handbook, Policies and Procedures, Conduct). 

 

Cell phones, iPods, iPads, laptops and recording devices must be turned off and put away during 

class.   

 

Plagiarism. “What is Plagiarism?  Many people think of plagiarism as copying another’s 

work or borrowing someone else’s original ideas. But terms like “copying” and 

“borrowing” can disguise the seriousness of the offense: According to the Merriam-

Webster Online Dictionary, to “plagiarize” means 

 

1. To steal and pass off (the ideas or words of another) as one’s own. 

https://www.apsanet.org/media/PDFs/Publications/APSAStyleManual2006.pdf


2. To use (another’s production) without crediting the source 

3. To commit literary theft 

4. To present as new and original an idea or product derived from an existing source. 

“In other words, plagiarism is an act of fraud. It involves both stealing someone else’s work and 

lying about it afterward. But can words and ideas really be stolen? According to U.S. law, the 

answer is yes.  The expression of original ideas is considered intellectual property, and is 

protected by copyright laws, just like original inventions. Almost all forms of expression fall 

under copyrighted protection as long as they are recorded in some way (such as a book or a 

computer file). 

 

Most cases of plagiarism can be avoided, however, by citing sources. Simply acknowledging 

that certain material has been borrowed, and providing your audience with the information 

necessary to changing the words of an original source is not sufficient to prevent plagiarism.  If 

you have retained the essential idea of an original source, and have not cited it, then no matter 

how drastically you may have altered its context or presentation, you have still plagiarized.” 

(www.plagiarism.org). 

 

As instructor, I reserve the right to amend, modify, or adjust this syllabus as appropriate. 

If in my estimation class participation and interaction is lacking, I may at my discretion institute 

quizzes over the assigned material.  

 

 

Reading and Course Outline (subject to change by the instructor) 

 

Aug. 26: Introduction – discussion of syllabus and expectations. What are your notions of 

  “The Holocaust?” 

   

Aug. 28: Discussion: The Long and Winding Road of Antisemitism -  .  In class film:   

  “The Longest Hatred.”  

 

Sept. 2  Read Bergen (pp.vii-x and Chapter 1) for discussion today.  Lecture 

  on antisemitism and its many manifestations. 

       

Sept. 4: The Rise of Nazism ---  Have Chapter 2 and 3 of Bergen read for discussion  

  today.  Lecture: The Use of Propaganda;  

  In class film: parts of documentary:  “1933 The Master Race.” 

 

Sept. 9: 1
st
 Reflection Paper is due on Antisemitism – Discussion: Space, Race  and  

  pseudo-science - creating a culture of Aryan and “others,”  “Life Unworthy of  

  Life.” We will begin watching the film, “Image Before My Eyes.” 



 

Sept. 11: What was, but is no more. Jewish life in Europe before the Holocaust. 

  Finish watching the film, “Image Before My Eyes.” 

 

Sept. 16: 2nd Reflection Paper due over the films and photos of life before the Nazis. 

  Read Bergen, Chapter 4 for discussion in class. 

  The Anschluss, Kristallnacht and the push by the Nazis for Emigration 

  of Jews to other countries.  Barriers to immigration and the Voyage of  

  the St. Louis.  

 

Sept. 18: Read Bergen, Chapters 5 and 6 for discussion in class. 

  The Euthanasia (T4) Program for killing the disabled.  

  Start the documentary:  “A Film Unfinished.” 

 

Sept. 23: Read Address Unknown to discuss in class.  The book can be accessed at 

  http://www.acobas.net/teaching/textbook/address/addressunknown.pdf 

  3rd Reflection paper is due on Address Unknown. Did you side with Max or 

  Martin? Why?  What were the ethical ramification on both sides? 

  Lecture:  Creation of ghettos and their structure 

  Finish Documentary: “A Film Unfinished.” 

   

Sept. 25: Read Chapters 7 & 8 of Bergen for discussion in class. 

  Lecture: The Decision to Kill all Jews:  The Wannsee Conference.  The creation  

  of the labor and extermination camp system. 

  If not already done, you must submit your selected topic for research paper  

  and presentation to instructor. 

   

Sept. 30: Read Friedrich, The Kingdom of Auschwitz for discussion in class 

  Lecture:  The creation of the labor and extermination camps. 

  Film:  “Night and Fog.” 

    

Oct. 2:  Before class, watch the short documentary, “The Auschwitz Album” located at 

http://www.ushmm.org/information/exhibitions/online-features/collections-

highlights/auschwitz-ssalbum/documentary   Then go to the Yad Vashem 

website and look at the Joest photo album of the Warsaw ghetto at  

  http://collections.yadvashem.org/photosarchive/en-us/5854483_12984.html 

  4
th

 Reflection Paper due:  Compare and contrast the two photo albums.  Give 

  me your observations – what photos had the most impact on you and why? 

  Discussion of Friedrich’s book, and the concentration/labor camps. 

 

http://www.acobas.net/teaching/textbook/address/addressunknown.pdf
http://www.ushmm.org/information/exhibitions/online-features/collections-highlights/auschwitz-ssalbum/documentary
http://www.ushmm.org/information/exhibitions/online-features/collections-highlights/auschwitz-ssalbum/documentary
http://collections.yadvashem.org/photosarchive/en-us/5854483_12984.html


Oct. 7:  Read Levi, Survival in Auschwitz: The Nazi Assault on Humanity for  

  discussion in class  

 

Oct. 9:  Discussion of Levi book. 

  5th Reflection paper due – compare/ contrast the Levi and Friedrich books. 

  Before class, watch ONE of the following survivor testimonies.   

  Dr. Vera Schlamm (1 hr. 40 min) Bergen-Belson camp survivor 

        http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=7D1RfK-CzDs 

  Ellen Brandt ( 1 hr. 54 min) Refugee from Germany in 1939 

   http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=FOe6CAbITtM 

  Marika Somerstein (1 hr. 7 min)  Hidden child 

   http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=YaY67yXYSr4 

  Pinchas Gutter (2 hrs) Warsaw ghetto/Majdanek/Buchenwald camps 

   http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=H1mfybmZxgI 

  Max Moneta (1 hr. 55 min) Krakow ghetto/Auschwitz 

   https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=DVXjwcbqIjI 

  These are all youtube videos, and the public is able to make comments.  Look  

  at some of the comments posted  by viewers to these testimonies.  

 

Oct. 14  Before class, explore the websites www.ushmm.org and www.yadvashem.org.  

  Click on the tab for educators.  Look at some of the teaching programs. 

  Watch video of assimilated Czechoslovakian family (Lederers) at   

  http://www.ushmm.org/online/film/display/detail.php?file_num=4252 

  we will be discussing them in class. 

 

Oct. 16: Trip to Dallas Holocaust Museum/Center for Education and Tolerance.  

  

Oct. 21: Read Maus 1: My Father Bleeds History. Be prepared to discuss in class. 

  Deportation – from ghettos to camps 

 

Oct. 23: Discussion of Maus 1 

 

Oct. 28: Read Maus 2: And Here My Troubles Began. Be prepared to discuss in class. 

6th Reflection paper due – the story behind Maus 1 and 2. Why did 

Spiegelman choose to use a comic-strip format? How did he define the actors, and 

why?  Was it more or less impactful than the memoirs we have read? Why, or 

why not? What did you personally like/dislike about the format choice? 

 

Oct. 30: Further reflections on Maus 2. 

  

http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=7D1RfK-CzDs
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=FOe6CAbITtM
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=YaY67yXYSr4
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=H1mfybmZxgI
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=DVXjwcbqIjI
http://www.ushmm.org/
http://www.yadvashem.org/
http://www.ushmm.org/online/film/display/detail.php?file_num=4252


Nov. 4: Read the article, “Traumatic echoes of memories in child survivors'   

  narratives of the Holocaust:  the Polish experiences of Michał 

  Głowiński and Henryk Grynberg” by Dana  ihailescu   
  Children of the Holocaust   

  Kindertransport 

  Hidden Children 

  Children in the Camps/Ghettos 

  Raising Nazi Children 

    

Nov. 6: From Persecution to Murder: The Plight of the Roma and Sinti 

  Read Sybil Milton’s Journal Article, “Gypsies and the Holocaust” 

   

Nov. 11: Perpetrators and collaborators 

  Einsatzgruppen – Mobile Killing Units 

   Read the transcript of the Goldhagen - Browning  “Willing Executioners” /  

  “Ordinary Men” debate located at:                 

  http://www.ushmm.org/m/pdfs/Publication_OP_1996-01.pdf 

  7
th

 Reflection paper due:  Where do you fall in the argument between these two  

  scholars?  How strong was the role of antisemitism in the atrocities committed by  

  these men?  What are your thoughts on how people became killers?   

  Were they “ordinary men” or “willing executioners,” somehow different from  

  most? Does this leave you with hope or fear for mankind? 

   

Nov. 13: Gender and Genocide – the role of women in the Holocaust as victim,  

  perpetrator, or bystander.  

   Read the article “Women and the Holocaust: A Reconsideration of the   

  Research” by Joan Ringelheim. Journal: Signs. Vol. 10, No. 4, Summer 

  1985, for discussion in class.  

 

Nov. 18: No class -  you must meet with instructor to discuss and preview presentations 

 

Nov. 20: Presentations 

 

Nov. 25 Presentations 

 

Nov. 27: Thanksgiving holiday – no class. 

 

Dec. 2:  Presentations – All research papers are due. Turn in during class and email a  

  copy. 

 

Dec. 4:  Presentations 



POTENTIAL LIST OF TOPICS FOR PRESENTATIONS/RESEARCH PAPER: 

(You may choose a topic from this list or find something else you prefer, but you must notify the 

instructor of your selection.  This list is by no means all-inclusive – there are many other 

research topics available.  Please let me know as soon as you have a topic selected, in case 

someone else wants the same topic – only one presentation per topic will be allowed, so sign up 

quickly.) 

  

Art and the Holocaust 

Women and the Holocaust 

Literature and the Holocaust 

Hidden Children 

Kindertransport 

Kristallnacht 

Oneg Shabbat 

Raoul Wallenberg 

The White Rose Group 

The Rescue at le Chambon 

The Roma/Sinti (Gypsies) during the Holocaust 

Reserve Battalion 101 and the Final Solution in Poland 

Einsatzgruppen 

Bystanders to genocide 

Nuremberg war crimes trials 

Nuremberg laws (racial/social laws) 

Lodz Ghetto 

Warsaw Ghetto 

Vilna Ghetto 

Kovno Ghetto 

Hongkou Jewish Ghetto in Shanghai 

The Judenrat (Jewish Councils appointed by Nazis to run ghettos) 

Mordechai Chaim Rumkowsky (elder of the Judenrat, Lodz Ghetto) 

Wiltod Pilecki 

Coca-Cola and Nazi Germany 

I.G. Farben/slave labor 

Volkswagen/slave labor 

Daimler-Benz/slave labor 

Babi Yar 

Varian Fry 

Resistance groups 

Film – HBO’s “50 Children” 

Book -  Elie Wiesel - Night 



Book – Charlotte Delbo - Auschwitz and After 

Book – Primo Levi – The Drowned and the Saved 

Book – Jan Gross -  Neighbors 

Book -  Tadeus Borowski -  This Way for the Gas Ladies and Gentlemen 

Book – Olga Lengyel – Five Chimneys 

The Church and the Holocaust 

Plot to Kill Hitler 

Sterilization programs 

Medical experimentation 

Rescuers 

Belzec concentration camp 

Buchenwald concentration camp 

Chelmno death camp 

Ravensbruck (women’s camp) 

Theresienstadt 

Treblinka 

Survivor guilt 

Displaced persons camps (after the war) 

Liberators 

Julius Streicher (editor of Der Sturmer) 

1936 Berlin Olympics 

Holocaust Denial 

Adolph Eichman 

Treatment of homosexuals 

Jehovah’s Witnesses 

Janusz Korczak 

Abba Kovner (resistance) 

League of German Girls 

Mengele, Josef 

Riefenstahl, Leni (The Triumph of the Will) 

 

 

 

 

 

 


