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SED 511.01W  

Adolescent Growth and Development 
COURSE SYLLABUS: Winter Mini 2015 

 
 

Instructor: Joyce E. Kyle Miller, PhD  

Office Location: Mesquite Metroplex Center and TAMUC Department of Curriculum 
& Instruction 

Office Hours: By Appointment 

Office Phone:  972-345-5386 

University Email Address: joyce.miller@tamuc.edu 
 

COURSE INFORMATION 

Textbook(s) Required:  

Selected articles from scholarly journals, ERIC Documents, and  media sources will be used in 
this class in lieu of  a textbook. 

Selected Readings: 

Brighton, Kenneth (2007) Coming of Age: The Education and Development 

of Young Adolescents, Westerville, Ohio, National Middle School Association. 
ISBN: 978-1-56090-211-9. 

 

Farrington, Camille A., et.al. (2012). Teaching Adolescents to Become 

Learners The Role of NonCognitive Factors in Shaping School Performance: A 
Critical Literature Review. The University of Chicago Consortium on Chicago 

School Research. UChicago CCSR’s Publisher. 
 

o Case Study 1 NonCognitive Factors in the Middle Grades 

Context, pages 55-58 

o Case Study 2 Supporting Positive Academic Behaviors in 9th 

Graders, 59-66 

Wolfe, Pat. Brain Matters: Translating the Research to Classroom Practice. 

ASCD, Alexandria, VA., 1-207. 
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Kee, Ch’ng Lay. (July, 2014). Mobile Devices: Toys or Learning Tools for the 
21st Century Teenagers? The Turkish Online Journal of Education 

Technology. 13:1-17. 
 

McHugh, Rebecca M. et.al. (July, 2013). Bridges and Barriers: Adolescent 
Perceptions of Student-Teacher Relationships. Urban Education 48: 9-

43. 
 

Woolfolk, A., & Perry, N. (2015). Child and Adolescent Development (2nd 
ed.). Pearson. 

Course Description  Three (3) Hour Graduate Course 
This course will focus on the physical, cognitive, socio-emotional, and moral stages of human 
development of adolescents between the ages of 11 and 19. Emphasis will be placed on 
individual differences and how educators can employ principles of curriculum and instruction to 
address the needs of adolescents. The impact of social and environmental factors on 
adolescents will be a key component of this course. 
 

Student Learning Outcomes 
 

 Students will describe the unique characteristics and stages of adolescent 

growth and development. 

 Students will analyze physiological, cognitive, social and emotional problems 

and issues associated with adolescent growth and development. 

 Students will create curricular and instructional solutions to address 

physiological, cognitive, social and emotional issues and problems associated 

with adolescent growth and development. 

Course Description 
 
 This course will focus on the physical, cognitive, socio-emotional, and moral 

stages of human development of adolescents between the ages of 11 and 19. 

Emphasis will be placed on individual differences and how educators can 
employ principles of curriculum and instruction to address the needs of 

adolescents. The impact of social and environmental factors on adolescents will 
be a key component of this course. 

COURSE REQUIREMENTS 

 

1. Read and lead discussion of selected chapters: Physical Development, Brain 

Development, Cognitive Development in adolescence, and Socio Emotional 

Development in Adolescence. 

2. Create curricular and instructional solutions to address physiological, cognitive, social 

and emotional issues and problems associated with adolescent growth and 

development. 
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GRADING 

 All assignments will be evaluated using a traditional grading scale: 
 90 – 100     A 
 79 –   89     B 
         70 –   78     C 
   
 

TECHNOLOGY REQUIREMENTS 

 

•  To fully participate in online courses, you will need to use a current, 

Flash enabled browser. For PC users, the suggested browser is Internet 

Explorer 9.0 or 10. For Mac users, the most current update of Firefox is 

suggested.  

 

• You will need regular access to a computer with a broadband Internet 

connection. The minimum computer requirements are:   

o 512 MB of RAM, 1 GB or more preferred  

o Broadband connection required courses are heavily video 

intensive  

o Video display capable of high-color 16-bit display 1024 x 768 or 

higher resolution  

 

• You must have a: 

o sound card, which is usually integrated into your desktop or 

laptop computer  

o speakers or headphones.  

 
• Depending on your course, you might also need a:  

o webcam 

o microphone 

 

For courses where interactive tools are used, like VoiceThread or Class 

Live Pro, headphones are suggested for use with recording and playback.  
We recommend a webcam with an integrated microphone, such as the 

Microsoft LifeCam Cinema. All devices should be installed and configured 

before class begins.   
 

• Both versions of Java (32 bit and 64 bit) must be installed and up to date 

on your machine. Java can be downloaded at: 

http://www.java.com/en/download/manual.jsp 

http://www.java.com/en/download/manual.jsp
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• Current anti-virus software must be installed and kept up to date.  

 

• You will need some additional free software for enhanced web browsing. 

Ensure that you download the free versions of the following software:  

o Adobe Reader  

o Adobe Flash Player  

 
• At a minimum, you must have Microsoft Office 2013, 2010, 2007 or Open 

Office. Microsoft Office is the standard office productivity software utilized 

by faculty, students, and staff. Microsoft Word is the standard word 

processing software, Microsoft Excel is the standard spreadsheet 

software, and Microsoft PowerPoint is the standard presentation software. 

Copying and pasting, along with attaching/uploading documents for 

assignment submission, will also be required. If you do not have Microsoft 

Office, you can check with the bookstore to see if they have any student 

copies.  

 

• For additional information about system requirements, please see: 

https://secure.ecollege.com/tamuc/index.learn?action=technical 

ACCESS AND NAVIGATION  

 

Pearson LearningStudio Access and Log in Information 
 

This course will be facilitated using Pearson LearningStudio, the learning 

management system used by Texas A&M University Commerce. To get 
started with the course, go to: http://www.tamuc.edu/myleo.aspx. 

 
You will need your CWID and password to log in to the course. If you 

do not know your CWID or have forgotten your password, contact 
Technology Services at 903.468.6000 or helpdesk@tamuc.edu. 

It is strongly recommended that you perform a “Browser Test” prior to the 
start of your course. To launch a browser test, login to Pearson 

LearningStudio, click on the ‘myCourses’ tab, and then select the “Browser 
Test” link under Support Services. 

Pearson LearningStudio Student Technical Support 
 

Texas A&M University Commerce provides students technical support in the 
use of Pearson LearningStudio. 

 
Technical assistance is available 24 hours a day/ 7 days a week.  

https://secure.ecollege.com/tamuc/index.learn?action=technical
http://www.tamuc.edu/myleo.aspx
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If at any time you experience technical problems (e.g., you can't log in to 
the course, you can't see certain material, etc.) please contact the Pearson 

LearningStudio Help Desk, available 24 hours a day, seven days a week. 
 

The student help desk may be reached by the following means 24 hours a 
day, seven days a week. 

 
 Chat Support: Click on 'Live Support' on the tool bar within your 

course to chat with an Pearson LearningStudio Representative. 

 

 Phone: 1-866-656-5511 (Toll Free) to speak with Pearson 

LearningStudio Technical Support Representative. 

 

 Email: helpdesk@online.tamuc.org to initiate a support request with 

Pearson LearningStudio Technical Support Representative. 

 

Accessing Help from within Your Course: Click on the 'Tech Support' 
icon on the upper left side of the screen inside the course.  You will then be 

able to get assistance via online chat, email or by phone by calling the Help 
Desk number noted below.   

 
Note: Personal computer problems do not excuse the requirement to 

complete all course work in a timely and satisfactory manner. Each student 
needs to have a backup method to deal with these inevitable problems. 

These methods might include the availability of a backup PC at home or 
work, the temporary use of a computer at a friend's home, the local library, 

office service companies, an Internet cafe, or a bookstore, such as Barnes & 
Noble, etc. 

Policy for Reporting Problems with Pearson LearningStudio 
 

Should students encounter Pearson LearningStudio based problems while 
submitting assignments/discussions/comments/exams, the following 

procedure MUST be followed? 

  

1. Students must report the problem to the help desk. You may reach the 

helpdesk at 

2. helpdesk@online.tamuc.org or 1-866-656-5511 

3. Students MUST file their problem with the helpdesk and obtain a 
helpdesk ticket number  

4. Once a helpdesk ticket number is in your possession, students should 
email me to advise me of the problem and to provide me with the 

helpdesk ticket number 

file://ctis/dfsroot/FCTT/Instructional%20Design%20Unit%20Files/AppData/Local/Microsoft/Windows/Temporary%20Internet%20Files/derrcammi/AppData/Local/Microsoft/Windows/Temporary%20Internet%20Files/Content.Outlook/YE1SXF8H/helpdesk@online.tamuc.org
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5. At that time, I will call the helpdesk to confirm your problem and 

follow up with you 

 

PLEASE NOTE: Your personal computer/access problems are not a 

legitimate excuse for filing a ticket with the Pearson help desk.  You are 
strongly encouraged to check for compatibility of your browser BEFORE the 

course begins and to take the Pearson LearningStudio tutorial offered for 
students who may require some extra assistance in navigating the Pearson 

LearningStudio platform.  ONLY Pearson LearningStudio based problems are 
legitimate. 

Internet Access 
An Internet connection is necessary to participate in discussions and 
assignments, access readings, transfer course work, and receive feedback 

from your professor.  View the requirements as outlined in Technology 
Requirements above for more information. 

myLeo Support 

Your myLeo email address is required to send and receive all student 
correspondence. Please email helpdesk@tamuc.edu or call us at 903-468-

6000 with any questions about setting up your myLeo email account. You 
may also access information at https://leo.tamuc.edu.  

Learner Support 

Go to the following link One Stop Shop- created to serve you by attempting 
to provide as many resources as possible in one location. 

Go to the following link Academic Success Center- focused on providing 
academic resources to help you achieve academic success.  
 

COMMUNICATION AND SUPPORT 

 

Interaction with Instructor Statement 
 The instructor may be reach by email, text or by telephone.   
 

COURSE AND UNIVERSITY PROCEDURES/POLICIES 

 

Course Specific Procedures 
 Enter the eCollege course and go to the Student Lounge located on the navigation bar on 

the left side of the screen and introduce yourself to the class.  Complete the Student 
Information Form located under Doc Sharing and upload the Student Information Form to 
the DropBox.  Click on the Sessions for directions for all course assignments. 

 
 Regular, weekly presence is expected for all students enrolled in this class.  All 

assignments are due on Sunday of each week.   

mailto:helpdesk@tamuc.edu
https://leo.tamuc.edu/
http://www.tamuc.edu/admissions/onestopshop/
http://www.tamuc.edu/studentLife/campusServices/academicSuccessCenter/default.aspx
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University Specific Procedures 

ADA Statement  

 

Students with Disabilities 
The Americans with Disabilities Act (ADA) is a federal anti-discrimination statute that provides 
comprehensive civil rights protection for persons with disabilities.  Among other things, this 
legislation requires that all students with disabilities be guaranteed a learning environment that 
provides for reasonable accommodation of their disabilities.  If you have a disability requiring an 
accommodation, please contact: 
 
Office of Student Disability Resources and Services 
Texas A&M University-Commerce 
Gee Library- Room 132 
Phone (903) 886-5150 or (903) 886-5835 
Fax (903) 468-8148 
StudentDisabilityServices@tamuc.edu 

 

Student Conduct 

 
All students enrolled at the University shall follow the tenets of common decency and 
acceptable behavior conducive to a positive learning environment.  (See Code of Student 
Conduct from Student Guide Handbook). 
 

COURSE OUTLINE / CALENDAR 

December 15 – 19, 2014 
December 29 - 30 
January 5 – 12, 2015 
 
All assignments are due on Sunday of each week.   
 
December 15  Required Course Telephone Conference Call, at 9pm.  Students are to call using 

the number, 1-712-775-7100; Access Code: 1068374.   
  
December 17  Physical Development 
December 18  Brain Development 
December 29  Cognitive Development 
December 30  Cognitive Development 
January 5        Contexts for Cognitive Development and Part-Time Work 
January 6        Social Emotional Development in Adolescence 
January 7 Origins of Orientations 
January 9        Storm and stress Across Cultures 
January 10      Relating to Peers Through Technology 
January 11 Emerging Adulthood 
January 12  Closure Activity 
 
 

mailto:StudentDisabilityServices@tamuc.edu
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