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ENG 300.001 (20264)—Reading, Analyzing, Teaching Literature 
“Successful Strategies for the Middle and Secondary English Classroom” 

 
Spring 2015 

M—4:30 pm-7:10 pm 
Room: HL 304 

 
 
Instructor: (Christopher Gonzalez, PhD – Assistant Professor)  
Office Location: Hall of Languages (HL) 225 
Office Hours: TR 1:00 pm-3:30 pm and by appointment  
Office Phone: 903.886.5277 
Office Fax: 903.886.5980 
University Email Address: Chris.Gonzalez@tamuc.edu 
 
NOTE: I reserve the right to revise the contents of this syllabus as I deem necessary. 
 
 

COURSE INFORMATION 
 
Materials – Textbooks, Readings, Supplementary Readings: 
 
Textbooks Required:  
 

The Art of Slow Reading: Six Time-Honored Practices for Engagement, Thomas Newkirk. ISBN-
13: 9780325037318 

 
Minds Made for Stories: How We Really Read and Write Informational Texts, Thomas Newkirk. 

ISBN: 9780325046952 
 
Write Like This: Teaching Real-World Writing Through Modeling and Mentor Texts 
 Kelly Gallagher. ISBN: 9781571108968 
 
Readicide: How Schools Are Killing Reading and What You Can Do About It, Kelly Gallagher. 

ISBN-13: 9781571107800 
 

Falling in Love with Close Reading: Lessons for Analyzing Texts—and Life, by Christopher 
Lehman and Kate Roberts. ISBN-13: 9780325050843 

 
 
(ENG 300 catalogue description): This course introduces students who are pre-service teachers to the 

reading process and critical reading strategies designed to better prepare them to understand the 
reading/writing connection, literary terminology, literary analysis, and research skills, in both 
pedagogical and analytical modes. In addition to examining the TEKS and TExES competencies for 
middle school and secondary English/Language majors, the course will provide support for pre-
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professional development through a variety of substantive projects. Prerequisite Eng 333, two upper 
level Literature courses and preferred completion of one of the required Reading courses. 

 
 
 
Course Description:  
 
ENG 300 is designed to prepare those students who are preparing to teach English/Language Arts in 
middle and secondary schools. In addition to honing students’ skill set in critically understanding 
literature, students will be actively engaged with creating activities, lessons, and evaluation instruments 
for use in actual classrooms of their own. Thus, students enrolled in ENG 300 must be prepared to “wear 
two hats”—while they are students for most of the course, they will always be challenged to assume a 
teacher’s stance in thinking about potential students they may have in a classroom one day. 
 
While the professor will lead students through the course, this is not the type of English class where a 
professor lectures for the entire class period. ENG 300 fosters a collaborative learning environment, and 
such a learning environment cannot work if students do not come to class prepared to engage in the 
activities and discussion topics. As the course is comprised of students who aspire to be leaders in a 
classroom of their own, this course functions best with bold participation from students. Students will be 
evaluated based on their performance on written essays, class activities, a written teaching philosophy, 
and the presentation of a signature teaching unit. Note: student performance in this course will 
determine whether approval to take the certifying exam is granted. 
 
 
Course Objectives:  

• Students will demonstrate their familiarity of literary elements and terminology 
• Students will demonstrate effective analysis of literary texts. 
• Students will engage in research on literature and teaching literature 
• Students will develop teaching resources relating to a specific textbook and grade level. 
 

 
Student Learning Outcomes:  

• Students will demonstrate effective analyze of literary texts as measured by an analytical essay 
(Constructed Response Essay). 

• Students will develop a signature teaching unit relating to a specific textbook and grade level as 
measured by the creation of functional materials for the English classroom. 
 

 
 

COURSE REQUIREMENTS 
 
 
Instructional / Methods / Activities Assessments 

This course consists of a series of activities and assessments to assist you in achieving the outcomes and 
objectives of this course and instructional units/modules. By the end of this course the class will read and 
discuss several short stories and poems, one novel, and many practical pedagogical readings.  

NOTE: According to departmental policies, students must make a minimum of a B in this course in 
order to receive approval for internship. 
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During the semester you will complete several major assignments designed to build on each other 
intellectually and conceptually. These assignments are:  
 
 
Participation                      10% 
This course relies heavily on class participation, which is measured by attendance and engagement with 
discussion topics during class meetings.  
 
Constructed Response Essay        20%  
This essay is analytical in nature, using selected short stories and poetry to explore a literary theme and a 
host of literary elements using textual evidence to support your claims. This essay will follow MLA style. 
You will select either two short stories or a short story and poem from a list provided and will perform a 
comparative analysis of them. This essay must be a minimum of seven (7) full pages plus a Works Cited 
page. NOTE: According to departmental policies, students must make a minimum of a B on this 
assignment in order to receive approval for internship. 
 
Midterm Exam         20% 
The Midterm Exam will cover a range of salient topics from our course readings as well as class 
discussion and lecture.  
 
Statement of Teaching Philosophy            10% 
This statement is no more than two single-spaced pages in length in which you will convey your approach 
to teaching. Note: this assignment is Pass/Fail, and will be workshopped and reworked until it meets the 
“Pass” standard. 
 
Signature Teaching Unit and Presentation       20% 
This is a challenging assignment of the course, not because it is necessarily difficult but because it is 
lengthy and cumulative. You will be expected to design a Signature Teaching Unit that you could use in 
an actual classroom. Within the final two class meetings, you will present your teaching unit to the class 
and discuss you rationale for your design.  
 
Final Exam           20% 
The Final Exam follows the same format at the Midterm Exam. The Final Exam is not cumulative and 
will cover class readings and material since the Midterm. 
 
Grading 
 
Students’ assignment and course grades will be determined by the following: 
 
Participation       10%  
Constructed Response Essay    20%  
Midterm Exam      20% 
Statement of Teaching Philosophy   10% 
Signature Teaching Unit/Presentation   20% 
Final Exam       20%  

     Total:  100% 
 
Scale used to compute final letter grades:  
 
Percentage    
A: 100-90     
B: 89-80     
C: 79-70     
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D: 69-60     
F: 59-0      
 
Technology 
 
This course is conducted face to face (f2f). However, some aspects of the course (e.g., grades, dropbox) 
will be access online. This course will not use the eCollege system, and there is no course shell. You will 
receive information for how to access grades and submit work online. Do not allow a technological 
problem or question keep you from a successful outcome in this course. Technology is designed to 
facilitate your learning experience in this class, not to hinder it. 
 
There will be no extra credit assignments. As a rule, I do not accept late work. 
 
 
 

COURSE AND UNIVERSITY PROCEDURES/POLICIES 
 
Course Specific Procedures: 
Academic Honesty Policy 
 Texas A&M University-Commerce and the Department of Literature and Languages do not tolerate 

plagiarism and other forms of academic dishonesty. Conduct that violates generally-accepted 
standards of academic honesty is defined as academic dishonesty. “Academic dishonesty” includes, 
but is not limited to, plagiarism (the appropriation or stealing of the ideas or words of another 
person and passing them off as one’s own), cheating on exams or other course assignments, 
collusion (the unauthorized collaboration with others in preparing course assignments), and abuse 
(destruction, defacing, or removal) of resource material. Instructors uphold and support the highest 
academic standards, and students are expected to do likewise. Penalties for students guilty of 
academic dishonesty include disciplinary probation, suspension and expulsion (Texas A&M 
University-Commerce Code of Student Conduct 5.b[1, 2, 3]). Cheating, including plagiarizing 
papers in whole or part, will result in a grade of zero (0) on the assignment for the first offense and 
failure of the course for any subsequent offenses. 

 
Attendance Policy 
 Attendance in this class equates to participation in the discussions and is important to the success of 

this class and to your development as a writer and teacher. Therefore, it is of utmost importance that 
you notify me of potential conflicts with course expectations. The expectation is that you will do 
more than simply show up for class. Your active participation, in the form of discussion responses 
and questions, is vital for success in this course. Deadline extensions and other allowances can 
often be accommodated before they are required, but this requires advance notice. Related to this, 
SEE ASSIGNMENT POLICY 

 
Assignment Policy 
 Student work must be completed and submitted on time. All assignments should be turned in during 

the class period when they are due. Students who know they will miss class when an assignment is 
due must contact the instructor as soon as possible in advance of class to arrange for submission of 
the assignment. 

 
 All papers should conform to the MLA style guidelines. 
 
Late Work 
 I will not accept any assignment after its due date. Assignments submitted after the due date may 

receive a score of zero (0). 
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Drop a Course 
 A student may drop a course by logging into his/her myLEO account and clicking on the hyperlink 

labeled “Drop a class” from among the choices found under the myLeo section of the Web page. 
 
Incompletes 
 Incompletes (grade of “X”) are granted only under rare and extraordinary circumstances. 
 
Administrative Withdrawal 
 I reserve the right to drop a student from the course administratively for excessive absences or 

violations of student conduct codes. 
 
University Specific Procedures: 

ADA Statement  

The Americans with Disabilities Act (ADA) is a federal anti-discrimination statute that provides 
comprehensive civil rights protection for persons with disabilities.  Among other things, this legislation 
requires that all students with disabilities be guaranteed a learning environment that provides for 
reasonable accommodation of their disabilities.  If you have a disability requiring an accommodation, 
please contact: 

  
Office of Student Disability Resources and Services 

Texas A&M University-Commerce 
Gee Library 132 

Phone (903) 886-5150 or (903) 886-5835 
Fax (903) 468-8148 

StudentDisabilityServices@tamuc.edu 
 

 
Student Conduct 
 
All students enrolled at the University shall follow the tenets of common decency and acceptable 

behavior conducive to a positive learning environment. It is next to impossible to explore ideas in a 
classroom setting if students and instructors do not feel safe or otherwise supported. I will not 
tolerate discrimination in all its forms. Likewise, rudeness has no place in any classroom, and I will 
ensure that my classroom remains a rudeness-free environment.  (See Code of Student Conduct 
from Student Guide Handbook). 

 
Responsibility 
 
You are responsible for understanding all of the material contained in this syllabus, as well as any 

announced changes to this syllabus. You are also responsible for understanding instructions and 
directives related to assignments, exams, and grades. This means visiting your professor during 
office hours if instructions and/or directives remain unclear. Unless you state otherwise, I will 
assume that you have understood what is expected of you in this class. 

 
 

COURSE OUTLINE / CALENDAR 
 
 The following course schedule is subject to revisions and other modifications as the instructor 

deems necessary for the course. Any changes to the course schedule will be announced on the 
course website in advance of the week in which the change will occur. 
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Spring 2015 

   
Date Agenda 
Week 1 
Jan 19 

No class meeting. MLK Holiday. 

Week 2 
Jan 26 

Introduction, syllabus overview; Readicide Chapters 1 & 2 
 

Week 3 
Feb 2 

Readicide Chapters 3-5 

Week 4 
Feb 9 

Falling in Love with Close Reading Chapters 1-3 

Week 5 
Feb 16 

Falling in Love with Close Reading Chapters 4 & 5 
Statement of Teaching Philosophy Due 

Week 6 
Feb 23 

Falling in Love with Close Reading Chapters 6 & 7 

Week 7 
March 2 

The Art of Slow Reading Chapters 1-3 

Week 8 
March 9 

The Art of Slow Reading Chapters 4-6 
Midterm Exam 

March 16 SPRING BREAK. NO CLASS. 
Week 9 
March 23 

The Art of Slow Reading Chapters 7-Epilogue 

Week 10 
March 30 

Minds Made for Stories Part 1 
Constructed Response Due 

Week 11 
April 6 

Minds Made for Stories Part 2 
Write Like This Chapters 1-3 

Week 12 
April 13 

Minds Made for Stories Part 3 
Write Like This Chapters 4-6 

Week 13 
April 20 

Write Like This Chapters 7-9 
 

Week 14 
April 27 

Signature Teaching Unit and Presentations 

Week 15 
May 4 

Signature Teaching Unit and Presentations 

Final Exam, Monday, May 11, 2015 


