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PSY 621: Advanced Cognition: Evolutionary Psychology (Residency, June 2015) 
 

(This syllabus is subject to change until the first class day) 
 
Instructor: Curt A. Carlson, Ph.D., Binnion 208, curt.carlson@tamuc.edu  
Class meets: M-Th 8a-12p, Binnion 214 
Office hours: Right after class or by appointment  
Text:   Evolutionary Psychology, by Ray (Sage Publications): ISBN 978-1-4129-9589-4 
 

This course provides an overview of evolutionary psychology, starting with the basics of 
Darwinian natural selection. We will cover some of the natural history of homo sapien and discuss 
such topics as cooperation, parenting, mate selection, competition, kinship, aggression, and 
language. Evolutionary psychology is a burgeoning field, but it has not received standardized 
coverage in most courses of introductory psychology. In fact, many psychology departments still do 
not provide a course specific to this area, either to undergraduate or graduate students. I only 
recently created an undergraduate course here at TAMU-C. Due to this limited coverage of the field 
overall, I will assume that you have had no exposure to these topics. As such, and also due to the 
short time frame of residency, we will stick to the basics. Besides, I was trained as a cognitive 
psychologist, not an evolutionary psychologist, therefore I do not have the background necessary to 
delve far into specific topics. However, I did take graduate level coursework in evolutionary 
psychology as part of my doctoral training at the University of Oklahoma, and I have continued 
reading from this area as a sort of (nerdy) hobby ever since. I am eager to pass this information on 
to you.  

 
There will be formal lecturing in this course to effectively convey the information to you, 

but we also will discuss certain topics. You should come to class having read the required material 
so that we can have an organized discussion.  

 
Grading. Your grade will be based on the following: 1) attendance (20%), 2) participation in 

discussions (20%), 3) reading summaries (20%), and 4) final presentation (40%). 
 
 Attendance.  You must attend every class (10 total) and stay for its entirety. Not every class 
will last the entire 4 hours, but you must stay as long as we are covering material. If you are not 
present during any class time for which I haven’t already excused you, you risk losing up to 10% of 
your final grade. 
 
 Participation in discussions. You are expected to contribute to discussion during every class, 
as we will cover several topics each day. There will be plenty of opportunities for you to contribute 
to discussion, but when you do, be sure that you contribute substantive points. Try to avoid 
expressing feelings or personal opinions. Rather, stick to facts that you have gathered from the 
class readings. 
 
 Reading summaries. In order to confirm that everyone is digesting the readings, you will be 
required to submit a brief (typically 1-2 pages) summary of several readings. 
 
 Presentation. By the end of the first week, you must have a topic approved by me. It can be 
any topic that falls within the realm of topics covered in this course (based on the below schedule). 
You will gather and read a few (around 5) peer-reviewed research articles on the subject in order to 
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get an idea of what has been done in the area. You will then construct a presentation (e.g., 
PowerPoint) that describes your findings, which you will give to the class during the last week. It 
should last about 10 minutes, and you are expected to practice your presentation in advance of class 
so that you can stick to this time limit. The point of the presentation is to provide the class 
information on actual research undertaken by evolutionary psychologists on a particular topic that 
we cover. This will provide more depth into the subject matter than what we will garner just from 
the class readings. 
 
  
Though we will try to abide by the following schedule, it is possible that it may change. 
 

Date Topics 

Monday 6/8 Syllabus, Some Basics of Evolutionary Psychology (EP) 

Tuesday 6/9 Foundations of EP (chs. 1-2) 

Wednesday 6/10 Developmental Aspects (ch. 5) 

Thursday 6/11 Sex, Gender, & Sexual Selection (chs. 8-9) 

Monday 6/15 Language (ch. 7) 

Tuesday 6/16 Kin & Family (ch. 10) 

Wednesday 6/17 Social Relations (ch. 11) 

Thursday 6/18 Applications (supplemental readings) 

Monday 6/22 Applications (supplemental readings); Presentations 

Tuesday 6/23 Applications (supplemental readings); Presentations 

 
 
“All students enrolled at the University shall follow the tenets of common decency and acceptable 
behavior conducive to a positive learning environment. (See Student's Guide Handbook, Policies and 
Procedures, Conduct).” 

 
 

Students with Disabilities: 
The Americans with Disabilities Act (ADA) is a federal anti-discrimination statute that provides 

comprehensive civil rights protection for persons with disabilities.  Among other things, this legislation 
requires that all students with disabilities be guaranteed a learning environment that provides for reasonable 

accommodation of their disabilities.  If you have a disability requiring an accommodation, please contact: 
 

Office of Student Disability Resources and Services 
Texas A&M University-Commerce 

Gee Library 
Room 132 

Phone (903) 886-5150 or (903) 886-5835 
Fax (903) 468-8148 

StudentDisabilityServices@tamuc.edu 
 


