
 

 
 

ENG 1301: College Reading and Writing 
COURSE SYLLABUS: Fall 2015 

 
Instructor: Christopher Wydler 
Office Location: TBA  
Office Hours: Monday/Wednesday 1pm- 3pm. Friday 1pm- 2pm.      
Office Phone: TBA  
Office Fax: (903) 886.5980 
University Email Address: cwydler1@leomail.tamuc.edu 
 
PLEASE NOTE: This is a common syllabus used by graduate assistants teaching sections of 
this course.  
 

COURSE INFORMATION 
 
Materials – Textbooks, Readings, Supplementary Readings: 
 
Textbook(s) Required: 
 

Problem Posing:  Readings for Democratic Learning.  Eds. Mary Couzelis, J.D. Isip, and 
Tabetha Adkins.  Fountainhead Press, 2013.  
 
ENG 1301 Course Pack- available from your instructor and online: 
http://web.tamuc.edu/academics/colleges/humanitiesSocialSciencesArts/departments/literat
ureLanguages/firstYearWriting/informationForStudents.aspx 
 

Course Description: 
 

English 1301 - (formerly ENG 101) - Introduces students to writing as an extended, 
complex, recursive process and prepares students for English 1302, which more rigorously 
examines the forms and structures of argument and means to approaching multiple 
audiences. In 1301 students will write weekly, and will work on essay organization and 
development. The course will emphasize close reading, summarizing, and analysis of 
expository texts, including student writing. 

  
 
Student Learning Outcomes: 
 

• Students will be able to use rhetorical terminology to describe writing. 
• Students will be able to identify instances of plagiarism and explain why it is a serious 

offense in academic writing. 
• Students will be able to interpret texts written for academic audiences. 
• Students will be able to use academic writing conventions in their own writing. 



 
COURSE REQUIREMENTS 

 
Instructional / Methods / Activities / Assessments 
 
Regular Reading Assignments: 
 
The reading in this course serves as a catalyst for everything we do. I have worked to keep the 
required reading to a minimum with the hope that students will have time to read and 
comprehend all that is assigned. Please be sure that you have carefully read the required 
assignments before class and be ready to engage in conversation and debate on the topics, 
themes, and issues addressed in the texts. 
 
Class Lectures and Discussions: 
 
Class lectures and discussions will be the primary method of instruction and learning in this 
course beyond the text. In addition to discussing and debating the issues and themes of our 
reading assignments, we will be constantly engaging with the texts through close reading and a 
variety of critical approaches to interpretation.  
 
Engagement through Writing: 
 
ENG 1301 is a writing intensive course. Students are expected to complete daily writing 
assignments as well as major writing assignments that will develop the student’s writing skills as 
the semester progresses. Assignments and class activities will become more challenging as the 
semester comes to a close. All required coursework culminates into a final essay that is intended 
to measure the student’s comprehension of the material. Assignments will primarily take essay 
form in MLA format.  The required assignments are as followed: 
 
Graded Assignments 
 
Pop Comprehensive Quizzes (up to 3 points each for as much as 15 points of the final grade): 
 
Random pop comprehensive quizzes will be administered throughout the semester. These 
quizzes will not be administered every time class meets, but on sporadic occasions. The purpose 
of the quizzes is to determine if you read the assigned text enough to comprehend the main 
points of the readings. These quizzes are not meant to be complicated, but rather to make sure 
students are actually doing the readings. There will be five through the semester at any given 
notice. 
 
The quiz will most likely consist of three to five questions over the reading. Partial points can be 
given if the circumstances require it. However, the student does not take the quiz due to an 
absence, or if the student fails to any question correct, the student will forfeit all possible points.  
 
Daily Writing Moments (up to 2 points each for as much as 30 points of the final grade): 
 
Daily Writing Moments (DWM) provides students with a chance to practice writing academic 
paragraphs. DWMs will begin in a similar way: “The most ____ moment in our reading today is 



____.” Students will fill the first blank with the adjective that was assigned at the end of the last 
class. They will fill the second blank with a narrative description of the part you are discussing 
(NOT a page number).  
 
The second sentence in the DWM should explain the opening statement or offer some 
concession, whichever seems most necessary. It might need to clarify something that our formula 
for the first sentence didn’t give space to clarify. Or it might need to explain why a more logical 
section of the reading didn’t win the race for the most X aspect of the text. 
 
The next couple of sentences will offer textual evidence that can be shown to support the original 
claim. The best evidence will pay special attention to specific words and phrases. They might 
even consider what isn’t in the text. The goal in this third section is two-fold in that it should 
point to the aspects of a passage that best defends and amplifies the claim. There is not a lot of 
space for this section, so students should spend more time deciding which parts of the passage 
supports their claim. Picking the most convincing part of the text is part of the challenge! 
 
The DWM should end with a sentence that reminds the reader the argument being presented. 
Taken together, these four sections result in a focused academic paragraph. Not only will these 
assignments help students dissect one part of the reading, but also help them improve their 
writing overall. Moreover, this assignment will also help initiate in-class discussion. 
 
The most effective DWMs will earn 2 points. DWMs that remain on topic, offer convincing and 
compelling support, and do so without recurring or disruptive grammatical or stylistic errors will 
be deemed “most effective.” Those that only achieve 50% of these objectives (that is to say only 
2 of the 4 sections are realized) will only earn 1 point. Failure to submit DWM will forfeit 
possible points. DWMs ARE EXPECTED TO BE COMPLETED BEFORE CLASS BEGINS. 
Remember: GREAT ACADEMIC WRITING TAKES PRACTICE. These daily assignments are 
meant to give students space to practice the basics of academic writing. An effective topic 
sentence, strong supporting evidence, and clarity will ultimately allow you to achieve 2 points 
for every assignment. 
 
DWMs will accompany all assigned readings unless otherwise mentioned by the instructor. No 
late DWMs will be accepted unless the circumstances warrant such approval. 
 
Reader Revision Responses (up to 10 points each for as much as 40 points of the final grade): 
 
In preparation for each Major Writing Assignment, students are expected to complete a draft for 
their Major Writing Assignment. These drafts will be peer-reviewed by classmates on a date 
specified in the course calendar. DO NOT MISS THE PEER REVIEW DATE. If a student is 
absent, the student must schedule time outside of class with another classmate to engage in a 
peer-review session.  
 
After each peer-review session, students are expected to compose a response to the reviewed 
material. These responses will be a minimum of three paragraphs that address the writers own 
concern for their work, their reviewers concern for the writers work, and an actions plan 
demonstrating the steps the writer plans to take in order to polish their draft.  
 
One-on-One Conference (up to 5 points each for as much as 20 points of the final grade): 
 



After each Reader Revision Response, and before all Major Writing Assignments, each student 
is required to schedule an appointment with me during my office hours to discuss their Major 
Writing Assignments. The meeting will last any where between 15-30 minutes. I require this 
meeting so everyone can address their concerns in private in an effort to reach a better 
understanding of the objectives for the given assignment.  
 
This is not a time for the instructor to revise or edit an assignment in its entirety. However, small 
portions can be evaluated if the student feels it is necessary, or a student feels the need for 
clarification after peer revisions have been completed. THIS IS AN EASY 5 POINTS, and no 
one should miss these points toward their overall grade. Four meetings are required throughout 
the semester before each Major Writing Assignment, as well as before the Final Essay. 
 
Major Writing Assignments (up to 25 points for as much as 75 points of the final grade): 
 
Each student will compose three Major Writing Assignments (MWA) this semester. The exact 
nature of each MWA will vary, but all three will begin with an appropriate introduction of the 
critical idea being utilized followed by a specific thesis statement. All supporting evidence 
should support the thesis. The most meaningful type of support will most often involve close 
reading of the passage being used to support the argument. Effective close readings will want to 
parse and present the specifics of the passage and ensure that the reader knows the ends to which 
this analysis is being put. Ideally, the student will choose a topic for their MWA through class 
discussion and the DWMs. The MWAs will also want to ensure a certain amount of grammatical 
and stylistic sophistications. Specifics for each MWA will be given to student well in advance of 
due date.  
 
Your professor will use the following rubric to assign grades to each MWA: 
 
MWAs earning a “C” (18-19 points) 
Meet the objectives of the assignment and the minimal expectations of academic writing. The 
argument/purpose of the document is clear. Support statements accomplish their purpose. Some 
organizing principle for both the document and individual sections guides the reader. The style is 
clear and free of major errors. 
 
MWAs earning a “B”(20-23 points) 
Meet the objectives of the assignment with some critical, rhetorical, or logical sophistication. 
The argument/thesis of the document is clear and effective. Supporting statements are 
compelling. A strong organizing principle motivates arrangement of the document and the 
sections in it. The style creates an easily accessible document. 
 
MWAs earning an “A” (24-25 points) 
Meet the objectives of the assignment with some critical, rhetorical, and logical sophistication. 
The argument/thesis is clear and effective. Supporting statements are convincing. A strong 
organizing principle motivates arrangement of the document and the sections in it. The style 
creates an easily accessible document. A 25 will do all of this superiorly. 
 
MWAs earning a “D” (15-17 points) 
Approximate the objectives of the assignment by making a clear attempt to meet the objectives 
of the assignment. The document has an argument or objective, but not one that falls within the 
scope of the assignment or situation motivating the assignment. Support statements are present 



but generally disconnected from the arguments the mean to aid. A relatively ineffectual 
organizing principle is employed. The style is cumbersome. 
 
MWAs earning an “F” (14 points or fewer) 
 
Writing Projects earning an F fails in all of the following ways: fail to accomplish the assigned 
task; fail to apply principles introduced and negotiated in class or reading; fail to write coherent 
sentences with the expected consistency; offer inaccurate information. 
 
Although specifics on each MWA will be given prior to the due date, many aspects of each 
MWA will be consistent. All MWAs will conform to the latest MLA style convention and 
grammar mistakes must be kept to a minimum. Also, word choice is important. Words are the 
building blocks to composition and proficient writers use diction to their advantage. Considering 
each MWA will undergo peer revision before turning in the final product, students should have 
time to revise and edit MWAs. Strong word choice improves clarity while organizing your ideas 
properly.  
 
The due dates for the MWAs are specified on the course calendar. Only under extreme 
circumstances will these dates change. MWAs will be due at MIDNIGHT on the dates specified. 
If a paper is turned in late, one point will be deducted from the Major Writing Assignment for 
each day such paper is late. However, your professor will refuse to accept a paper that is over a 
week past due. I want everyone to succeed in this course but I realize life happens. I will not take 
late MWAs after one week so a paper that is one week late can still qualify for a C (18 points), 
assuming all parts are exemplary.  
 
Course Reflection (10 points of the final grade): 
 
The Course Reflection Essay will be a summation essay that takes the form of a memoir. The 
purpose of this assignment will give students the chance to think critically about their own work 
and growth as a writer. This assignment will be relatively short consisting of five sections that 
should not extend 100-150 words each. The first section, the introduction, should contain a 
description of original course expectations and perceptions. The first section should also mention 
the status of the student writer at the beginning of the course. The second, third, and fourth 
sections should each reflect on a different assignment undergone in this course. The safest track 
for these sections would presumably follow the MWAs as points of reflection. However, 
deviations can be accepted upon instructor approval. The fifth and final section can end in one of 
three ways: the student can focus on reflecting about the final essay, how their perception of 
composition has changed, or how their studies in composition has impacted their writing for 
other course work during the present semester. The final points should critique the course. 
 
The Course Reflection will also follow the latest MLA style convention. No late course 
reflections will be taken for a grade unless the instructor approves.  
 
Final Essay (60 points of the final grade): 
 
Specifics for the Final Essay will be handed out to the class no later than Week 12. Expect the 
final essay to be due and turned in Week 16. An explicit due date will be negotiated Week 12.  
 
 



 
Grading: 
 
 
Here’s a breakdown of how your grade will be calculated:  
 
Pop Comprehensive Quizzes 5x 15 pts 
Daily Writing Moments 15x 30 pts 
Reader Revision Responses 4x 40 pts 
One-on-One Conference 4x 20 pts 
Major Writing Assignments 3x 75 pts 
Course Reflection 1x 10 pts 
Final Essay 1x 60 pts 

  
Total possible points: 250 pts 

  
 
Grading Scale:  
 

224-250 pts 90-100 A 
223-199 pts 89-80 B 
174-198 pts 79-70 C 
173-149 pts 69-60 D 
>148 pts 59 and below F 

 
 

TECHNOLOGY REQUIREMENTS 
 
You will need:  
 

•Flash drive or other means (dropbox.com account, for example) of storing digital 
versions of the essays and other written material you generate (always, always keep a 
backup of everything you turn in!) 
 
•A valid, working email address that you check often (everyday) 

 
• Regular internet access (additional readings available online) 

 
•Access to a computer with a word processing program and a printer (ALL 
ASSIGNMENTS MUST BE TYPED AND PRINTED)  

 
•All assignments sent via email must be saved in (.docx) or (.pages) format. Failure to do 
so will be considered a late assignment. 

 
•Ability to print 30-50 pages throughout the semester (funds, ink, paper, etc.)  

 



•Many teachers require students to access an eCollege course shell for supplemental 
course information 

 
Technology in the classroom: 
 
Laptops and translators are acceptable for the classroom. Please leave all other Wi-Fi-enabled 
devices in your pocket, purse, or book bag on vibrate or silent. I realize we are all humans and 
forget to silence our cellphones. Accidents happen. However, if such occurrence happens 
repeatedly, consequences will follow. Twitter and Facebook will not crash for the three hours we 
meet a week and that last text you got can wait!   

 
 

ACCESS AND NAVIGATION  
 
Some texts for this course exist exclusively online, so you must have Internet access to read 
and/or view these texts.  
 

COMMUNICATION AND SUPPORT 
 
Interaction with Instructor Statement: 
 
 Please contact your instructor with any questions you may have.  Your instructor’s 

communication preference is e-mail, and his address is: cwydler1@leomail.tamuc.edu.  
Also, each instructor in the department of literature and languages is required to keep at 
least three office hours per course per week.   

Grievance Procedure:   

Students who have concerns regarding their courses should first address those concerns with the assigned instructor 
in order to reach a resolution. Students who are unsatisfied with the outcome of that conversation or have not been 
able to meet individually with their instructor, whether in-person, by email, by telephone, or by another 
communication medium, should then schedule an appointment with the Director of First-Year Writing, Dr. Tabetha 
Adkins, by completing a student grievance form available on the program website: 
http://www.tamuc.edu/academics/colleges/humanitiesSocialSciencesArts/departments/literatureLanguages/firstYear
Writing/informationForStudents.aspx).  
 
Where applicable, students should also consult University Procedure 13.99.99.R0.05 (“Student Appeal of Instructor 
Evaluation”).  
 
Departmental Chain of Command for ENG 100/1301/1302 courses: Instructor -> Dr. Tabetha Adkins, Director of 
First-Year Writing -> Dr. Susan Stewart, Assistant Department Head or Dr. Hunter Hayes, Department Head 
 
 

COURSE AND UNIVERSITY PROCEDURES/POLICIES 
 
Course Specific Procedures: 
 
Attendance Policy  

 



For classes that meet twice a week, students may miss up to four times without penalty.  After 
the fifth absence, the student’s final grade will drop by one letter.  After the seventh absence, the 
student cannot pass the course. For classes that meet three-times a week, students may miss up to 
six times without penalty. After the seventh absence, the student’s final grade will drop by one 
letter. After the ninth absence, the student cannot pass the course. Please note, there will be 
assignments given throughout the course of the semester that cannot be made up do to an 
absence. In particular, the Pop Comprehensive Quizzes and DWMs will be indictors of regular 
attendance in addition to classroom participation. The quizzes will be random, so do the reading 
and come to class for no problems! 
 
There is no such thing as “partial attendance”—students are either present for the entire course or 
they are absent. Excessive tardiness can be penalized as an absence. The university has no policy 
for “excused absences” except for university-sanctioned events, so please save your absences for 
illness, court appearances, childcare arrangements, and other situations when you must miss 
class. 
 
Academic Honesty 

 
 The official departmental policy: “Instructors in the Department of Literature and Languages do 
not tolerate plagiarism and other forms of academic dishonestly. Instructors uphold and support 
the highest academic standards, and students are expected to do likewise. Penalties for students 
guilty of academic dishonesty include disciplinary probation, suspension, and expulsion. (Texas 
A&M University-Commerce Code of Student Conduct 5.b [1,2,3])  

  
 If you ever have any questions about a particular use of a source, always ask your instructor. 

They want you to avoid plagiarism, too, so they will help you do so whenever and wherever they 
can. Do what you can to take advantage of this support—to look innocent in addition to being 
innocent when it comes to charges of plagiarism. 
 
Students guilty of academic dishonesty of plagiarism can expect to fail the assignment in 
question or the entire course depending on the nature of the incident.  See your Writing at Texas 
A&M University-Commerce Guide (a required text for this course) for more information.)  
 
On University-Sanctioned Activities 
 
To accommodate students who participate in university-sanctioned activities, the First-Year 
Composition Program offers sections of this course at various times of the day and week. If you 
think that this course may conflict with a university-sanctioned activity in which you are 
involved--athletics, etc.--please see your instructor after class on the first day.  
 
 
University Specific Procedures: 
 
All students enrolled at the university shall follow the tenets of common decency and acceptable 
behavior conducive to a positive learning environment. (See current Student Guidebook) 
 
The Americans with Disabilities Act (ADA) is a federal anti-discrimination statute that provides 
comprehensive civil rights protection for persons with disabilities. Among other things, this 
legislation requires that all students with disabilities be guaranteed a learning environment that 



provides for reasonable accommodation of their disabilities. If you have a disability requiring an 
accommodation, please contact: Office of Student Disability Resources and Services, Gee 
Library, Room 132 (903) 886-5150 or (903) 886-5835 phone (903) 468-8148 fax Email: 
Rebecca.Tuerk@tamuc.edu 1.11  
 
Nondiscrimination notice: A&M – Commerce will comply in the classroom, and in online 
courses, with all federal and state laws prohibiting discrimination and related retaliation on the 
basis of race, color, religion, sex, national origin, disability, age, genetic information or veteran 
status. Further, an environment free from discrimination on the basis of sexual orientation, 
gender identity, or gender expression will be maintained. 
 

COURSE OUTLINE / CALENDAR* 
 

Week 1 
 

Aug 31- Course Introductions 
Sep 2- DWM due 
Sep 4- DWM due 

Week 2 
 

Sep 7- LABOR DAY- CLOSED CAMPUS 
Sep 9- DWM due 
Sep 11- DWM due 

Week 3 
 

*SCHEDULE CONFERENCE WEEK* 
Sep 14- DWM due 
Sep 16- DWM due 

Sep 18- RR Responses due by email before the start of class. 
Week 4 

 
Sep 21- DWM due 
Sep 23- DWM due 

Sep 25- 
*MWA #1 DUE SATURDAY SEP 26 BY MIDNIGHT* 

Week 5 
 

Sep 28- DWM due 
Sep 30- DWM due 
Oct 2- DWM due 

Week 6 
 

Oct 5- DWM due 
Oct 7- DWM due 
Oct 9- DWM due 

Week 7 
 

*SCHEDULE CONFERENCE WEEK* 
Oct 12- DWM due 
Oct 14- DWM due 

Oct 16- RR Responses due by email before the start of class. 
Week 8 

 
Oct 19- DWM due 
Oct 21- DWM due 

Oct 23- 
*MWA #2 DUE SATURDAY OCT 24 BY MIDNIGHT* 

Week 9 
 

Oct 26- DWM due 
Oct 28- DWM due 
Oct 30- DWM due 

HAPPY HALLOWEEN 
Week 10 

 
Nov 2- DWM due 
Nov 4- DWM due 
Nov 6- DWM due 



Week 11 
 

*SCHEDULE CONFERENCE WEEK* 
Nov 9- DWM due 
Nov 11- DWM due 

Nov 13- RR Responses due by email before the start of class. 
Week 12 

 
Nov 16- DWM due 
Nov 18- DWM due 

Nov 20- 
*MWA #3 DUE SATURDAY NOV 21 BY MIDNIGHT* 

Week 13 
 

UNIVERSITY CLOSES WEDNESDAY AT NOON FOR 
THANKSGIVING 
Nov 23- DWM due 
Nov 25- DWM due 

Nov 27- NO CLASS/UNIVERSITY CLOSED 
Week 14 

 
Nov 30- DWM due 
Dec 2- DWM due 
Dec 4- DWM due 

Week 15 
 

*I encourage students to attend the Celebration of Student Writing on 
Friday, December 11 from 11:00 AM until 1:00 PM in the Student 

Center Conference rooms A, B, & C.* 
 

*SCHEDULE LAST CONFERENCE BEFORE FINAL ESSAY* 
Dec 7- DWM due 

Dec 9- Course Reflection Due by MIDNIGHT 
Dec 11- RR Responses due by email before the start of class. 

Week 16 
 

Finals Week 
FINAL ESSAY DUE BY MIDNIGHT ON A DATE THAT WILL 

BE NEGOTIATED DURING WEEK 12. 
ENJOY THE CHRISTMAS BREAK!!! 

 
*Instructor reserves the right to make changes to the syllabus and course calendar to 
accommodate the needs of the class and specific learning outcomes.  
 
  



Student Grade Sheet 
 
To help keep track of your grades, I am providing a table to physically record your grades once 
assignments are given back to you. If you keep this handy and up to date, you will always know 
where you stand in the class. 
 

Assignment Student Grade Points Possible 
Daily Writing Moment  2 
Daily Writing Moment  2 
Daily Writing Moment  2 
Daily Writing Moment  2 
Daily Writing Moment  2 
Daily Writing Moment  2 
Daily Writing Moment  2 
Daily Writing Moment  2 
Daily Writing Moment  2 
Daily Writing Moment  2 
Daily Writing Moment  2 
Daily Writing Moment  2 
Daily Writing Moment  2 
Daily Writing Moment  2 
Daily Writing Moment  2 
Pop Comprehensive Quiz  3 
Pop Comprehensive Quiz  3 
Pop Comprehensive Quiz  3 
Pop Comprehensive Quiz  3 
Pop Comprehensive Quiz  3 
Reader Revision Responses  10 
Reader Revision Responses  10 
Reader Revision Responses  10 
Reader Revision Responses  10 
One-on-One Conference  5 
One-on-One Conference  5 
One-on-One Conference  5 
One-on-One Conference  5 
Course Reflection  10 
Major Writing Assignment   25 
Major Writing Assignment  25 
Major Writing Assignment  25 
Final Essay  60 
Total  250 
 
*By adding your graded points together than dividing by the total amount possibly aloud at that 
point in the semester and then multiplying your sum by 100, your current grade will be the final 
product. Contact the instructor for help if needed. 


