
BSC534  VERTEBRATE ZOOLOGY (E) SPRING 2018 

 

INSTRUCTOR: Dr. Lani Lyman-Henley   Cell phone: 972-571-1042 **  

email:  Lani.Lyman-Henley@TAMUC.edu   Office Phone:  903-886-5372 

Office: STC 237  (McFarland Science Building)   Home Phone: 972-722-1568* 

Course Website: at eCollege (enter via MyLeo)   Dept. FAX: 903-886-5988 

Office Hours: M-F 10-11; appointments as needed 

email & Virtual Office (at eCollege) anytime (usual response within 24 hrs.) 

*Note on phone calls: Please leave a message with your name, number, and basic reason for calling; my husband and I 

are both “Dr. Henley,” and both get a lot of correspondence on various topics, and I don’t answer OR call back mystery 

numbers.  

** Cell phone does text messaging as well (others do not). Again, please identify yourself 

 

REQUIRED TEXT:  

Vertebrate Life, 9
th

 Ed. Pough, Janis & Heiser. 2015.  ISBN: 978-0321773364 

Note that there is apparently an International Paperback edition, and an e-text version, 

available as well. It matters not what form it’s in, or if bought, rented, or borrowed…just 

be sure you have ready access to one! 
 

COURSE DESCRIPTION:  Three hours. A study of advanced contemporary knowledge 

in vertebrate zoology. Prerequisites Graduate Standing. 
 

COURSE FORMAT: This is a “web-based” course- that is, you don’t actually attend a lecture  

class. Instead, you do your work via our eCollege site- enter through your MyLeo page. Check 

the website frequently (I’d recommend daily!) for announcements, instructions, and discussion; 

the closest thing to a lecture or office hours you’ll get from me will be in the eCollege discussion 

boards or via email. Try navigating the site early so you know that you can access everything. If 

you have difficulty with the material, talk to me as soon as you can for advice on how best to 

improve. I can’t stress enough how important it is to keep up with the material…with this much 

reading and writing, it can be really difficult to catch up if you fall behind! 

 

MATERIAL AND GRADING:  This course is partially self-paced: there are periods in which 

you need to complete given portions of the work, but you can schedule your specific 

work times as pleases you- and don’t forget the website is still active at night, on holidays 

and weekends! The material for this class will be organized around content blocks. Please 

see the Topic folders in the Discussion Forums for guidance through specific materials. 

Each section will have a Commentary devoted to guiding you through the material to 

study- read that first, then work any assignments given as you study the material. Much 

of your work will be in the form of posting commentaries of your own to the Discussion 

boards, and responding to the postings of other students. The bulk of the work will be 

such discussion of your readings of the assigned materials, with several Exercises, papers 

and “take-home” style tests (all of which will be detailed in separate handouts/postings). 

The nature of some of these exercises/assignments will be structured based on the student 

group in the class (for example, some in-person lab or field exercises may be offered if 

enough students could meet on campus for them). There will be 3 “take-home” style 

exams- 1 over Part I & II, a second emphasizing Part III, and the final covering Part IV 

and review of previous concepts. Final grades will be based on a 10% scale compared to 
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the total points available in the class. Assume for now that about ¼ to 
1
/3 of the points 

will be based each on discussion, exams, and papers and exercises.  

 

 Late or Make-Up Work: All graded work will be submitted online, and since 

there are therefore no actual sit-down exam periods, there really isn’t any use for “make-

up” work. All work will have a deadline posted; assignments MAY be accepted late, but 

will be penalized heavily on an increasing scale (the later it is, the more points it loses).  

Please contact me immediately if you are “absent” long enough to miss any due dates, but 

in general I strongly recommend planning ahead to avoid such problems. Obtain a 

calendar or planner for the semester, and USE IT. Extreme circumstances will always be 

taken into consideration- TALK TO ME before you assume anything. 

 

STARTING NOTES: Oddly enough, we are going basically in the order the main text is 

organized in, so you can start at the beginning! Please DO read the Preface of the text 

before starting the chapters, and read each opening essay to the Parts of the text. Be sure 

to explore the class site at eCollege…I am still re-organizing the course shell, so don’t be 

confused if you skip ahead and things “aren’t quite right yet.” Use the first week to get 

your “e-feet”- learn to navigate the site, and jump right in with the first discussions of the 

early chapters as directed. If you find any of the underlying biological concepts 

unfamiliar, please let me know promptly so I can help you get up to speed. 

Do remember that this is a GRADUATE level course, and therefore you will be 

expected to show appropriate levels of effort. You will be responsible for textbook 

readings, plus assorted outside readings as assigned (again, visit eCollege frequently for 

guidance), you will be expected to take part in discussions in a mature and in-depth 

manner, to write in a clear and professional voice, and you should not need excessive 

amounts of instructor “hand-holding.” 

 

A BIT ON ORGANIZATION:  The first couple of weeks we’ll start right in with the 

first section of the text while folks get used to the structure of the course. Be sure to read 

the materials posted at eCollege under the first block of material, so you learn how to find 

assignments, post your work, and other such skills. I’ve tried to organize the chapters in 

sensible groupings per week- be sure to keep up with the associated materials at 

eCollege. Some chapters may take less time to complete, while others will likely take 

more- I’ve tried to allot a suitable amount of time. Feel free to read ahead, but do check 

back for specifics to review and discuss if you get ahead of the assignment postings so 

you don’t skip over stuff. Please DO NOT fall behind on reading- there is a lot of 

material to cover and it will pile up fast if you let it slide. The textbook will be the “meat” 

of your course reading, but not the whole meal! 

 Another aspect of the course that I’ll introduce after a week or two will be the 

written projects, exercises, and/or papers. You will be required to complete a minimum 

number of these items. I will contact y’all via email to find times that folks are most able 

to meet so we can plan on-campus activities. Needless to say, we will NOT be meeting 

TR mornings… ;) 

   
TENTATIVE SCHEDULE OF EVENTS* 

Textbook readings should be completed by the end of the week indicated on the schedule.  
 



WEEK START DATE TEXTBOOK READING TOPIC(S) 

1 FEB. 01(R)  START ON THURSDAY- START/PLAN 

2  05 Part I: Ch. 1-3. Vertebrate Diversity, function & evolution 

3  12 Part II: Ch. 4-6. Life in water; fishes 

4  19  Ch. 7-8.  The Paleozoic; life on land 

5  26  Ch. 9-10. Tetrapod origins; amphibians 

6 Mar.  05 Part III: Ch. 11-12. Amniote pathways; turtles 

7  12  SPRING BREAK – NO NEW ASSIGNMENTS 

8  19  Ch. 13-14. Lepidosaurs; ectothermy 

9  26  Ch. 15-16. The Mesozoic; Diapsids 

10 Apr. 02  Ch. 17. Birds 

11  09 Part IV: Ch. 18-19. Synapsids, Mammals & the Cenozoic 

12  16   Ch. 20-21. The Mammals 

13  23   Ch. 22-23. Endothermy & Lifestyles of Mammals 

14  30   Ch. 24-25. Primates, Humans, & our impact on others 

15 May 07  FINALS WEEK 

 
*This schedule is a general outline for your reference and is subject to change. Note that only the main 

textbook chapters have been listed; additional readings may be required (check website for specifics). Any 

changes will be announced in class (at the course website); you will be responsible for keeping up with 

them.  

 

 

RESOURCES:  
There are a variety of resources at your disposal to aid with your studies This lecture is “Web 

Enhanced”- it has an eCollege site that you will be expected to use regularly; you can enter via 

your MyLeo account, or go directly to http://online.tamuc.org.  

 Hopefully you no longer need the types of services provided by the Academic Success 

Center services, which include tutoring and workshops (including such topics as “Managing Test 

Anxiety”), but here’s the link: 

http://www.tamuc.edu/CampusLife/CampusServices/AcademicSuccessCenter/default.aspx . 

Those of you who are GAT’s may want to point your own students this way!  

And of course the Academic Calendar, which does include information regarding 

University holidays, deadlines to add, drop, withdraw, and other such activities. This page also 

includes the link to each semester’s Final Exam schedule (which may also be useful for your 

other courses): http://web.tamuc.edu/admissions/registrar/academicCalendars/ 

 

 
 

OTHER NOTES (INCLUDING OFFICIAL UNIVERSITY STATEMENTS/AKA: THE FINE PRINT) 

It is the responsibility of the student to inform me of any problems you may have affecting your 

performance in class, be it due to professionally diagnosed disability, personal or work-related 

problems, or anything else that comes up, so that appropriate adjustments can be made.   
 

Students with Disabilities: 

The Americans with Disabilities Act (ADA) is a federal anti-discrimination statute that provides 

comprehensive civil rights protection for persons with disabilities. Among other things, this legislation 

requires that all students with disabilities be guaranteed a learning environment that provides for reasonable 

accommodation of their disabilities. If you have a disability requiring an accommodation, please contact:  

Office of Student Disability Resources and Services, Texas A&M University-Commerce,  

http://online.tamuc.org/
http://www.tamuc.edu/CampusLife/CampusServices/AcademicSuccessCenter/default.aspx
http://web.tamuc.edu/admissions/registrar/academicCalendars/


Gee Library, Room 162, Phone (903) 886-5150 or (903) 886-5835, Fax (903) 468-8148, email 

Rebecca.Tuerk@tamuc.edu (or visit 

http://www.tamuc.edu/CampusLife/CampusServices/studentDisabilityResourcesAndServices/default.aspx  

 

Regarding student conduct 

All students enrolled at the University shall follow the tenets of common decency and acceptable behavior 

conducive to a positive learning environment. The Code of Student Conduct is described in detail in the 

Student Guidebook. http://www.tamuc.edu/admissions/registrar/documents/studentGuidebook.pdf   

Students should also consult the Rules of Netiquette for more information regarding how to interact with 

students in an online forum: Netiquette http://www.albion.com/netiquette/corerules.html  

 

Nondiscrimination Notice 

“Texas A&M University-Commerce will comply in the classroom, and in online courses, with all federal 

and state laws prohibiting discrimination and related retaliation on the basis of race, color, religion, sex, 

national origin, disability, age, genetic information or veteran status. Further, an environment free from 

discrimination on the basis of sexual orientation, gender identity, or gender expression will be maintained.” 

Campus Concealed Carry 

“Texas Senate Bill - 11 (Government Code 411.2031, et al.) authorizes the carrying of a concealed handgun 

in Texas A&M University-Commerce buildings only by persons who have been issued and are in 

possession of a Texas License to Carry a Handgun. Qualified law enforcement officers or those who are 

otherwise authorized to carry a concealed handgun in the State of Texas are also permitted to do so. 

Pursuant to Penal Code (PC) 46.035 and A&M-Commerce Rule 34.06.02.R1, license holders may not carry 

a concealed handgun in restricted locations. For a list of locations, please refer to 

(http://www.tamuc.edu/aboutUs/policiesProceduresStandardsStatements/rulesProcedures/34SafetyOfEmpl

oyeesAndStudents/34.06.02.R1.pdf and/or consult your event organizer).  Pursuant to PC 46.035, the open 

carrying of handguns is prohibited on all A&M-Commerce campuses. Report violations to the University 

Police Department at 903-886-5868 or 9-1-1.”  

 

Academic Integrity 

Students at Texas A&M University-Commerce are expected to maintain high standards of integrity and 

honesty in all of their scholastic work. For more details and the definition of academic dishonesty see the 

following procedures: Undergraduate Academic Dishonesty 13.99.99.R0.03   

http://www.tamuc.edu/aboutUs/policiesProceduresStandardsStatements/rulesProcedures/13students/underg

raduates/13.99.99.R0.03UndergraduateAcademicDishonesty.pdf 

 

“Plagiarism is a criminal activity. You must cite all sources of information. Unreferenced 

copying of material, whether parts of sentences, whole sentences, paragraphs or entire articles, 

will result in a score of zero for your essay and can result in further disciplinary action.” Note that 

this is true throughout the University and we do have plagiarism-detecting software in place. Of 

special note in an online environment- “cut and paste” from websites without appropriate citation 

IS plagiarism, yet putting everything in quotation marks is not an acceptable alternative. You 

must learn to construct your own sentences with information you find (and changing a couple of 

words in a sentence or reordering sentences in a paragraph are not enough). Also note that repeat 

submission of your own work (for different classes, for example) is considered auto-plagiarism 

and is not acceptable. If you have any questions about what is considered plagiarism or wish 

advice on avoiding it, please contact your instructor.  

 

As many of you are (or plan to be) teachers and academics, you may find the following recent 

discussion about plagiarism interesting and/or helpful:  http://wpacouncil.org/node/9  
 

TECHNOLOGY REQUIREMENTS 

• To fully participate in online courses you will need to use a current Flash enabled internet browser. For 

PC and Mac users the suggested browser is Mozilla Firefox.  
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• You will need regular access to a computer with a broadband Internet connection. The minimum 

computer requirements are: 

o 512 MB of RAM, 1 GB or more preferred 

o Broadband connection required courses are heavily video intensive 

o Video display capable of high-color 16-bit display 1024 x 768 or higher resolution 

 

• You must have a: 

o Sound card, which is usually integrated into your desktop or laptop computer  

o Speakers or headphones. 

o *For courses utilizing video-conferencing tools and/or an online proctoring solution, a 

webcam and microphone are required.  

 

• Both versions of Java (32 bit and 64 bit) must be installed and up to date on your machine. At a 

minimum Java 7, update 51, is required to support the learning management system.  The most current 

version of Java can be downloaded at: JAVA web site  http://www.java.com/en/download/manual.jsp 

 

• Current anti-virus software must be installed and kept up to date. 

 

• Run a browser check through the Pearson LearningStudio Technical Requirements website. Browser 

Check    http://help.ecollege.com/LS_Tech_Req_WebHelp/en-

us/#LS_Technical_Requirements.htm#Browset 

 

Running the browser check will ensure your internet browser is supported. 

 Pop-ups are allowed. 

 JavaScript is enabled. 

 Cookies are enabled. 

 

• You will need some additional free software (plug-ins) for enhanced web browsing. Ensure that you 

download the free versions of the following software: 

o Adobe Reader  https://get.adobe.com/reader/  

o Adobe Flash Player (version 17 or later) https://get.adobe.com/flashplayer/  

o Adobe Shockwave Player   https://get.adobe.com/shockwave/ 

o Apple Quick Time   http://www.apple.com/quicktime/download/ 

 

• At a minimum, you must have Microsoft Office 2013, 2010, 2007 or Open Office. Microsoft Office is 

the standard office productivity software utilized by faculty, students, and staff. Microsoft Word is the 

standard word processing software, Microsoft Excel is the standard spreadsheet software, and 

Microsoft PowerPoint is the standard presentation software. Copying and pasting, along with 

attaching/uploading documents for assignment submission, will also be required. If you do not have 

Microsoft Office, you can check with the bookstore to see if they have any student copies. 

 

• For additional information about system requirements, please see: System Requirements for 

LearningStudio     https://secure.ecollege.com/tamuc/index.learn?action=technical 

  

ACCESS AND NAVIGATION 

Pearson LearningStudio (eCollege) Access and Log in Information 

This course will be facilitated using Pearson LearningStudio, the learning management system used by 

Texas A&M University-Commerce. To get started with the course, go to myLeo and from the top menu 

ribbon select eCollege.  Then on the upper left side of the screen click on the My Courses tab.   

http://www.tamuc.edu/myleo.aspx 
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You will need your campus-wide ID (CWID) and password to log into the course. If you do not know your 

CWID or have forgotten your password, contact the Center for IT Excellence (CITE) at 903.468.6000 or 

helpdesk@tamuc.edu. 

 

Note: It is strongly recommended you perform a “Browser Test” prior to the start of your course. To launch 

a browser test login to Pearson LearningStudio, click on the My Courses tab, and then select the Browser 

Test link under Support Services. 

Pearson LearningStudio Student Technical Support 

Texas A&M University-Commerce provides students technical support for the use of Pearson 

LearningStudio. 

 

Technical assistance is available 24/7 (24 hours, 7 days a week). 

 

If you experience LearningStudio (eCollege) technical problems, contact the LearningStudio helpdesk at 1-

866-656-5511 (toll free) or visit Pearson 24/7 Customer Support Site   http://247support.custhelp.com/ 

 

The student help desk may be reached in the following ways: 

 Chat Support: Click on 'Live Support' on the tool bar within your course to chat with a Pearson 

LearningStudio Representative. 

 

 Phone: 1-866-656-5511 (Toll Free) to speak with Pearson LearningStudio Technical Support 

Representative. 

 

Accessing Help from within Your Course: Click on the 'Tech Support' icon on the upper left side of the 

screen inside the course.  Then you will be able to get assistance via online chat or by phone. 

 

Note: Personal computer and internet connection problems do not excuse the requirement to complete all 

course work in a timely and satisfactory manner. Each student needs to have a backup method to deal with 

these inevitable problems. These methods might include the availability of a backup PC at home or work, 

the temporary use of a computer at a friend's home, the local library, office service companies, Starbucks, a 

TAMUC campus open computer lab, etc. 

Policy for Reporting Problems with Pearson LearningStudio 

 

Should students encounter Pearson LearningStudio based problems while submitting 

assignments/discussions/comments/exams, the following procedure must be followed: 

1. Students must report the problem to the help desk. You may reach the helpdesk at 1-866-656-

5511. 

2. Students must file their problem with the helpdesk and obtain a helpdesk ticket number 

3. Once a helpdesk ticket number is in your possession, students should email me to advise me of the 

problem and provide me with the helpdesk ticket number. 

4. I will call the helpdesk to confirm your problem and follow up with you 

 

PLEASE NOTE: Your personal computer and internet access problems are not a legitimate excuses for 

filing a ticket with the Pearson LearningStudio Help Desk.  Only Pearson LearningStudio based problems 

are legitimate reasons to contact the Help Desk. 

 

You strongly are encouraged to check for your internet browser compatibility BEFORE the course begins 

and take the Pearson LearningStudio tutorial offered for students who may require some extra assistance in 

navigating the Pearson LearningStudio platform.  

myLeo Support 

Your myLeo email address is required to send and receive all student correspondence. Please email 

helpdesk@tamuc.edu or call us at 903-468-6000 with any questions about setting up your myLeo email 

account. You may also access information at myLeo.  https://leo.tamuc.edu 
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Learner Support 

The One Stop Shop was created to serve you by providing as many resources as possible in one location. 

http://www.tamuc.edu/admissions/onestopshop/ 

 

The Academic Success Center provides academic resources to help you achieve academic success. 

http://www.tamuc.edu/campusLife/campusServices/academicSuccessCenter/ 

 

FREE MobilE APPS   

The Courses apps for phones have been adapted to support the tasks students can easily complete on a 

smaller device.  Due to the smaller screen size course content is not presented. 

 

The Courses app is free of charge. The mobile Courses Apps are designed and adapted for different 

devices.  

 

 

 

App Title: iPhone – Pearson LearningStudio Courses for iPhone  

Android – LearningStudio Courses - Phone 

Operating 

System: 

iPhone - OS 6 and above 

Android – Jelly Bean, Kitkat, and Lollipop OS 

iPhone App 

URL: 

https://itunes.apple.com/us/app/pearson-learningstudio-

courses/id977280011?mt=8  

Android 

App URL: 

 

https://play.google.com/store/apps/details?id=com.pearson.lsphone   

 

Once downloaded, search for Texas A&M University-Commerce, and it should appear on the list.  Then 

you will need to sign into the myLeo Mobile portal. 

 

The Courses App for Android and iPhone contain the following feature set: 

 

• View titles/code/Instructor of all Courses enrolled in online 

• View and respond to all discussions in individual Courses 

• View Instructor Announcements in individual Courses 

• View Graded items, Grades and comments in individual Courses 

• Grade to Date 

• View Events (assignments) and Calendar in individual Courses 

• View Activity Feed for all courses 

• View course filters on activities 

• View link to Privacy Policy 

• Ability to Sign out 

• Send Feedback 

 

LearningStudio Notifications 

 

Students can be alerted to course activities via text on their mobile phones or up to two email addresses. 

 

Based on their preferences, students can automatically receive a push notification with every new: course 

announcement, threaded discussion post, grade, and/or assignment without having to login to the course. 

Enrolled students will automatically receive email notifications for announcements and can opt out of this 

feature. To receive text notifications, students must opt in. 

 

To begin setting up notifications, go into your course in LearningStudio and click on the bell-shaped 

Notifications icon on the main menu ribbon. 
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By default the student’s university email address will appear.  This cannot be changed in LearningStudio.  

Additional email addresses may be added by clicking the Add button.  After all of the other selections are 

completed be sure to click the Save and Finish button. 

 


