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EDCI 517.01W (20620) - Reading and Learning in K-12 Content Areas 
COURSE SYLLABUS: Spring 2018 (February 1-May 11) 

 
Instructor: Dr. Kim Pinkerton, Associate Professor 
Office Hours: By appointment in office, by phone, or through online video chat 
University Email Address: kim.pinkerton@tamuc.edu 
Office Location: Commerce Campus, Sowers Education South, 216 
Office Phone: Commerce campus shared line with Dr. Tami Morton 903-886-5529 
Office Fax: 903-886-5581  
Faculty Website: 
http://faculty.tamuc.edu/kpinkerton/default.aspx?_ga=2.128394892.1622624846.1512440349-
1925951085.1473456435 

COURSE INFORMATION 
Materials: Textbooks, Reading, Supplementary Readings 

McLaughlin, M. (2015). Content Area Reading: Teaching and Learning for College and Career 
Readiness, Pearson eText with Loose-Leaf Version -ISBN is 9780133830958 Note: This class 
does not use Myeducationlab; you will NOT need the access code.   

Course Description: This course is designed for graduate students in the emergency permit 
program seeking initial teacher certification. The focus is on reading comprehension, concept 
development and strategies for interacting with expository materials. The role of the teacher, 
the text, and the student are examined in the learning process. Text analysis methods, teacher 
directed strategies, reader-based strategies, and literature are discussed as appropriate for all 
elementary and secondary grade levels.  

Student Learning Outcomes: By the conclusion of the course, the student will demonstrate a 
working knowledge of the following outcomes:  

1. The learner will evaluate the needs of students and connect them with the goals of the 
teacher and the curricular demands of subject areas;   

2. The learner will analyze curriculum and instruction by using varied resources to enable 
all students to become successful readers and writers;   

3. The learner will demonstrate how to assist students with acquiring the knowledge, 
skills, and ability to comprehend expository text and to interact with and use teacher 
directed and reader-based content reading strategies;  

4. The learner will employ techniques to encourage the development and use of higher-
order thinking skills in all students;  

5. The learner will develop effective instructional strategies through the integration of 
teaching and technology; and   

6. The learner will design reading and literacy instruction in the content areas that will 
enable all students to reach educational goals and achievements. 

mailto:kim.pinkerton@tamuc.edu
http://faculty.tamuc.edu/kpinkerton/default.aspx?_ga=2.128394892.1622624846.1512440349-1925951085.1473456435
http://faculty.tamuc.edu/kpinkerton/default.aspx?_ga=2.128394892.1622624846.1512440349-1925951085.1473456435
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The Student Learning Outcomes are based on Competencies and Pedagogy & Professional 
Responsibilities Standards established by the Texas Education Agency.  In addition to these 
outcomes, students in this course are responsible for knowledge of the following related to 
dyslexia and other language disorders: 
 

1. Recommendation and assessment process for dyslexia and other language disorders and 
how they relate to RTI and 504; 

2. Developmental auditory imperception, dysgraphia, specific developmental dyslexia, 
developmental dysgraphia, and developmental spelling disability; 

3. Characteristics of dyslexia and the relationship to phonological components of 
language;  

4. Planning, delivering and accommodating multisensory instruction for students with 
dyslexia and other language disorders regardless of English language learner status; 

5. Multisensory instruction for students who are having difficulty learning to read, write, 
or spell, despite conventional instruction, adequate intelligence, and sociocultural 
opportunity; and 

6. Evidenced-based identification materials. 

COURSE REQUIREMENTS 
 
Instructional / Methods / Tasks / Projects / Assessments  
This course occurs in a digital learning environment designed with a module format. All 
modules will be open the first day of class with due dates for each module’s reading task, 
discussion, reflection, quiz, and performance task. You will be expected to read all assigned 
material, participate in discussions and group tasks, reflect on your knowledge growth, and 
complete all assigned tasks/projects/quizzes by the due date.  
Late work will not be accepted, as there will be plenty of time to complete each module.  The 
campus library and/or computer labs are available for use in the event personal technology fails 
or supplies or assistance is needed. 

You must read the textbook in order to be successful in this course.  This is an online course 
that presents written information as an alternate mode of lecture. Do not take this lightly; as an 
online course, you are expected to read/reflect for meaning.  

You must read and reflect on any supplemental readings assigned in order to be successful in 
this course. Throughout the course, the student may be asked to consider ideas presented in 
articles and threaded discussions. Some of the reflections will be assigned and submitted to the 
instructor, others will be for personal reflection and kept by the student.  

You must write detailed, thoughtful, fully edited, and professional responses.  Completion of 
all discussions/reflections and projects should exhibit professionalism in appearance and 
content at an acceptable level of scholarship.  

There will be opportunities to work as an individual, with a partner, or in a group of 3-4 
students. Working with a partner or in a group requires you to follow my CCC: collaboration, 
cooperation, and completion. This means, as an adult learner, you will collaborate with another 
student or students in a cooperative manner to complete a quality product. I truly believe two 
minds are better than one, so I encourage partnerships or groups. However, I WILL NOT 
mediate should an issue arise pertaining to CCC; you are expected to find a resolution. 
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Therefore, you are expected to show a level of professionalism and stay actively engaged with 
your partner or the group through communication and contributions to complete the project. 

Grading 
I make it a personal goal to grade module assignments within two weeks after due dates. Our 
online course environment provides you with a current grade average, so you can monitor your 
course grade at any time during the semester.  

Grading:  

90-100 A  
80-89 B  
70-79 C  
60-69 D  
Below 60 F  

TECHNOLOGY REQUIREMENTS 
 
This is an online course and some obvious technological resources will be required. 
Access to a computer with: 

• Internet access (high-speed preferred)  
• Microphone for VoiceThread and live sessions when scheduled.  
• Speakers so that you can hear live sessions (when scheduled) and other audio enhanced 

assignments. 
• Word processing software (Microsoft Word preferred) 

 
As a student enrolled at Texas A&M University-Commerce, you have access to my email 
address, as well as that of others in the course, through the online course platform.  These are 
our email addresses that end in @tamuc.edu.  All emails sent from our online course platform 
(and all other university emails) will go to this account, so you should check your @tamuc.edu 
email account daily. 

ACCESS AND NAVIGATION  
 
Technical Concerns: Please contact the HelpDesk, available 24 hours a day, seven days a 
week by sending an email directly to helpdesk@online.tamuc.org. You may also reach the 
HelpDesk by calling (toll-free) 1-866-656-5511 or through the Online Chat by clicking on the 
"Live Support" tab within the online course platform. 

Course Concerns: If you have questions pertaining to the content of this course (e.g., 
questions about module assignments, course due dates, etc.), please contact me through e-mail 
at kim.pinkerton@tamuc.edu.  I will make every effort to respond to you within 24 hours on 
week days.  I do not respond to emails or phone calls on the weekend.   Please do not send 
panicked, last minute emails; completing assignments in a timely manner (meaning early) will 
prevent this.    

Make things easier for everyone.  Simple course/content questions (like: When is this 
assignment due?  Where can I find the assignment description?) should be posted on Virtual 
Office in order to avoid duplication of questions and answers.  This will save a lot of time.  

mailto:kim.pinkerton@tamuc.edu


4 
 

OTHER EXPECTATIONS & INFORMATION 

Academic Conduct: All students enrolled at TAMUC shall follow the tenets of common 
decency and acceptable behavior conducive to a positive learning environment. (See Student 
92s Guide Handbook, Policies and Procedures, Conduct). 

Academic Integrity & Plagiarism: This course demands a high level of scholarly behavior 
and academic honesty on the part of students. Examples of academic dishonesty include but are 
not limited to: (1) turning in work as original that was used in whole or part for another course 
and/or instructor without obtaining permission from this instructor in advance; (2) turning in 
another person's work, in part or in whole, as your own; (3) copying from professional works 
without citing them; and (4) any form of cheating on exams. Violations of academic 
integrity/honesty while carrying out academic assignments may, at the discretion of the 
instructor, receive a zero on the particular work in question, receive an F in the course, or will 
be brought before a higher level of governance for possible dismissal from the university.  

Attendance: This is an online class; therefore, attendance is determined by you.  You will be 
given the opportunity to participate with a partner or in a group to complete projects. The 
quality of your contributions and regular participation activities, including attendance via live 
sessions (when scheduled), will be considered attendance. It is strongly encouraged that you 
attempt to log into the course every day and/or check Announcements or your email messages 
in order to not get behind.  

Department Statement: The Department of Curriculum and Instruction believes that students 
with dyslexia and other language disorders deserve the right to proper identification and 
educational intervention. These students should have access to evidenced-based instruction that 
meets their educational needs. To that end, the Department of Curriculum and Instruction 
prepares teachers to identify, assess, and provide multisensory instruction for students with 
these difficulties. Consistent with the Americans with Disabilities Act (1990) and Texas Law 
(38.003 Screening and Treatment for Dyslexia and Related Disorders, §74.28. Students with 
Dyslexia and Related Disorders) the Department of Curriculum and Instruction supports the 
learning and teaching of instruction that assists all students including those with dyslexia and 
other language disorders.  

University Statement: A&M-Commerce will comply in the classroom, and in online courses, 
courses, with all federal and state laws prohibiting discrimination and related retaliation on the 
basis of race, color, religion, sex, national origin, disability, age, genetic information or veteran 
status. Further, an environment free from discrimination on the basis of sexual orientation, 
gender identity, or gender expression will be maintained. 

ADA Statement/Students with Disabilities: 
The Americans with Disabilities Act (ADA) is a federal anti-discrimination statute that 
provides comprehensive civil rights protection for persons with disabilities.  Among other 
things, this legislation requires that all students with disabilities be guaranteed a learning 
environment that provides for reasonable accommodation of their disabilities.  If you have a 
disability requiring an accommodation, please contact: 
 
Office of Student Disability Resources and Services 
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Texas A&M University-Commerce 
Gee Library- Room 162 
Phone (903) 886-5150 or (903) 886-5835 
Fax (903) 468-8148 
StudentDisabilityServices@tamuc.edu 

 
 
Campus Gun Law: Texas Senate Bill - 11 (Government Code 411.2031, et al.) authorizes the 
carrying of a concealed handgun in Texas A&M University-Commerce buildings only by 
persons who have been issued and are in possession of a Texas License to Carry a Handgun. 
Qualified law enforcement officers or those who are otherwise authorized to carry a concealed 
handgun in the State of Texas are also permitted to do so. Pursuant to Penal Code (PC) 46.035 
and A&M-Commerce Rule 34.06.02.R1, license holders may not carry a concealed handgun in 
restricted locations. For a list of locations, please refer to 
(http://www.tamuc.edu/aboutUs/policiesProceduresStandardsStatements/rulesProcedures/34Sa
fetyOfEmployeesAndStudents/34.06.02.R1.pdf) and/or consult your event organizer).  
Pursuant to PC 46.035, the open carrying of handguns is prohibited on all A&M-Commerce 
campuses: Report violations to the University Police Department at 903-886-5868 or 9-1-1. 

COURSE OUTLINE / CALENDAR 
 
Module topics/dates are tentative and subject to change.  Requirements for each module will 
include a Reading Assignment, Performance Project, Discussion/Reflection, and Quiz.   
 
This is just a brief outline of the course.  It is subject to change before the first day of 
class.  You will find due dates, detailed subtopics for each larger topic area, and specific 
assignment descriptions on the course online platform beginning the first day of class.  
 
Module 1: 21st Century Literacy (approximately 2 weeks of study) 
     
Module 2: Tools for Learning and Knowing (approximately 3 weeks of study) 
 
Module 3: Diagnostic Teaching (approximately 5 weeks of study) 
  
Module 4: Creativity and Cultural Diversity (approximately 2 weeks of study) 
  
Module 5: Content Area Resources (approximately 3 weeks of study) 
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