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English 2326.01E (21046)  

Spring 2018  
MWF Noon-12:50 

Talbot Hall/HL 305 

Dr. Connie Meyer 

    Office: TBD 

    Office Hours: MWF 10:00- 11:00  

   Or by appointment  

    Telephone: 903.886-5265 / Fax: 903 8865980  

    Email: Connie.Meyer@tamuc.edu 

     Conniemeyer17@gmail.com 

      
Course Description: English 2326 (Introduction to Literature) continues the attention to effective 
composition and improved reading skills developed in previous English courses. The reading in 
this course will examine the three major literary genres (poetry, drama, fiction) and possibly 
some aspects of film as it relates to literature. This course is designed toimprove your analytical 
and critical reading and writing sk 
skills.   

  

Course Theme:  An additional theme for this course is transatlanticism, or the relationship 

between literary genres in British Literature and their American counterpart. You will be 

analyzing their influence on one another, contrasting their styles, themes, and writers, and 

comparing their similarities and goals.   

 

Student Learning Outcomes:  

1. to analyze various forms of written expression using strategies for interpretive and critical 
reading through analytical written responses   
2  to write focused and effectively developed short response papers  

3. to introduce or reinforce knowledge of formal elements of selected literary genres  

  

Other Course Goals:  

1) to improve your skills in reading  literary "texts" to see how the elements of literature, 
film,  and other texts are used by writers;  
2) to make connections between the world of the text (global) and your world (local);  3)  
to understand that acts of reading and listening are active, constructive processes that make 
meaningful connections between literature and personal lives.  
  

Attendance: You should try not to miss class. I consider any absence an absence--the only 
exception is school sponsored events, traditionally with notification from the university.  
Excessive absences (beyond three) will contribute to the lowering of your grade.  Six absences--
unless for extraordinary circumstances and appropriate notification to your instructor--will 

result in your being dropped from the 
class. Those who are dropped from class 
without having attended regularly and 
who are on financial aid may be required 
to repay their financial aid.   
 
Evaluations: Grades will be determined by 
quizzes and responses to the readings, 
exams, and class participation. Class 
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participation will be evaluated on substantive, qualitative (not merely quantitative) 
contributions.  
     Grades:           Responses to readings [Discussion Posts or Short Essays]=15%  

                           Presentations & class participation=10%  
   Quizzes=10%  

                             Exams = 45% (15% for each of three exams) 

                             Final Essay= 20% 

  

Final Examination:  Given during final examination week, as per the university 
exam schedule.   

  

Examination Policy: The "quizzes" in English 2326 will be objective, based on 
the readings and class discussions.  Examinations will combine questions 
requiring essay responses, short answers, and definitions. The response papers are 
just that: your response (usually in a few paragraphs) to the readings based on 
questions asked about the material being covered. The essays will show how well 
you can develop a thesis, organize your ideas, support your thesis with details, and 
use acceptable grammar. Whether or not we cover all of them in class, you are 
responsible for knowing the terms that are discussed in the introductions in the 
textbook and others that we mention in our class discussions or that you may receive in handouts.   
  

Evaluation Criteria:  Students should focus on improved analytical, reading and writing 
strategies and skills. Written responses, short essay responses that do an outstanding job of 
capturing the presentation of ideas, development and support of ideas, organization, logic, style, 
and mechanical and grammatical correctness are essential to a high term grade. 
 
    
Make-Up Policy: Except for extraordinary circumstances, there will be no make-ups for in-class 
responses. See me if you have questions. If you know in advance that you will not be attending a 
particular class meeting for a legitimate reason, notify me prior to the missed class. 
  
 

Texts: Kelly, Joseph, ed., The Seagull Reader: Literature. 3rd ed. New York: Norton, 2015.  

 ISBN: 9780393938104  

  

Taking Notes:  For each reading assignment of the course, you may want to keep a log or 

notebook. If you do, I suggest that the entries should be dated and clearly state what work or 

works you are writing about. You may want to bring the log to class, especially early in the 

course, to assist you in our discussions.   

                    Your entries might include:  

1. the gist /summary of each reading (4-6 sentences);  

2. what you like, dislike, find confusing;  

3. what you think the main point of the text is (in one sentence); this is 
not a plot summary or summary of what the text is "about," but what the 
key point of the work is to you;  

4. how the reading might have application to the world you live in, 
what you think about, what you feel.  
  

The records will assist you to engage the thoughts of the author, encourage 
you to think about and respond to the writing, aid you in class discussions, 
develop your skills in summarizing (a heuristic or strategy) and assist you 
in discovering and learning what you know. It will also help you to 
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remember the material as you prepare for the exams. NOT REQUIRED BUT 
HIGHLY RECOMMENDED.   
  

Writing Center. The department and the university provide support for those 
who need one-on one assistance with writing or reading. The support is free, 
and can be very beneficial if you think you need some assistance. The Writing 
Center is located in HL 103. Stop by and set up an appointment, or walk-in and 
see if someone is available to assist you, but understand that the WC has 
specific hours of operation and is not open 24/7.   
  Message from the Writing Center Director  

  The Writing Center offers writers free, one-on-one assistance. We 
welcome all writers, majors, and disciplines—undergraduate and graduate 
students alike. In fact, we work from the premise that all writers, no matter their ability level, 
benefit from the feedback of knowledgeable readers. The Writing Center staff is trained to 
provide writers with just this service. In short, we are here to help you help yourself. In order to 
ensure the most effective session possible, we offer visitors the following suggestions: (1) Get 
started on your writing project early, and visit the Writing Center at least one day before your 
final draft is due. You will need time to work with the ideas and suggestions generated in your 
tutorial sessions. (2) Bring a written copy of your assignment, any relevant readings, and one or 
two specific questions or concerns you would like to discuss with us. The Writing Center is 
located in the Hall of Languages, Room 103 (903-8865280) and online:  
http://web.tamucommerce.edu/academics/colleges/humanitiesSocialSciencesArts/department 
s/literatureLanguages/writingCenter/default.aspx  
  

Classroom Protocal:  All students enrolled at the University shall follow the tenets of acceptable 
behavior conducive to a positive learning environment. In addition, you are requested to turn off 
your cell phones, tablets, and other forms of technology before entering the classroom. Common 
courtesy says you do not receive or answer calls OR TEXTS during class. If you are 
expecting a call or text, put your phone on vibrate and sit in a seat where you can leave the 
classroom without disturbing others. Students engaged with electronics in the class may be 
dismissed from the classroom.  Engaging in electronics with also negatively impact your 
participation grade [10% of your final course grade]. 
  

Procedure 34.05.99.R1 now prohibits the use of vapor/electronic cigarettes, smokeless tobacco, 
snuff and chewing tobacco inside and adjacent to any building owned, leased, or operated by 
A&M – Commerce.   
  

Students with Disabilities: The Americans with Disabilities Act (ADA) is a federal 
antidiscrimination statute that provides comprehensive civil 
rights protection for persons with disabilities. Among other 
things, this legislation requires that all students with disabilities 
be guaranteed a learning environment that provides for 
reasonable accommodation of their disabilities. If you have a 
disability requiring an accommodation, please contact:  Office 
of Student Disability Resources and Services  / Texas A&M 
University-Commerce /Gee Library,  Room 162. Phone (903) 
886-5150 or (903) 886-5835   Fax (903) 468-8148   
  

The Writing Center. The Writing Center is dedicated to 
helping writers take advantage of all opportunities for learning 
related to the writing process; to that end, the Center can assist 
writers at any stage of the writing process.  In addition to your 
instructor, this is the place to go for additional assistance with 
your reading and writing projects at TAMU-Commerce.  The 
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Center can help you with your papers and digital texts for your classes. The Center 
is on the ground floor of the Hall of Languages (room 103), and maybe available 
on line or at the Gee Library. To schedule an appointment, come to HL 103 or call 
(903) 886-5280 to check out the hours or to see if there is on-line assistance 
available. DON’T, though, wait until the last minute to get assistance.  
  

Nondiscrimination Notice: Texas A&M University-Commerce will comply in the 
classroom, and in online courses, with all federal and state laws prohibiting 
discrimination and related retaliation on the basis of race, color, religion, sex, 
national origin, disability, age, genetic information or veteran status. Further, an 
environment free from discrimination on the basis of sexual orientation, gender 
identity, or gender expression will be maintained.   
  

Campus Concealed Carry. Texas Senate Bill - 11 (Government Code 411.2031, et al.) 
authorizes the carrying of a concealed handgun in Texas A&M University-Commerce buildings 
only by persons who have been issued and are in possession of a Texas License to Carry a 
Handgun. Qualified law enforcement officers or those who are otherwise authorized to carry a 
concealed handgun in the State of Texas are also permitted to do so. Pursuant to Penal Code (PC) 
46.035 and A&M-Commerce Rule 34.06.02.R1, license holders may not carry a concealed 
handgun in restricted locations. For a list of locations, please refer to  
((http://www.tamuc.edu/aboutUs/policiesProceduresStandardsStatements/rulesProcedures/3 
4SafetyOfEmployeesAndStudents/34.06.02.R1.pdf) and/or consult your event organizer).  
Pursuant to PC 46.035, the open carrying of handguns is prohibited on all A&M-Commerce 
campuses. Report violations to the University Police Department at 903-886-5868 or 9-1-1.  
  

Plagiarism/Academic Honesty: Instructors in the Department of Literature and Languages do 
not tolerate plagiarism and other forms of academic dishonesty.   Instructors uphold and support 
the highest academic standards, and students are expected to do likewise.  Penalties for students 
guilty of academic dishonesty include disciplinary probation, suspension, and expulsion. (Texas 
A&M University-Commerce Code of Student Conduct  5. Ob[1,2,3]).   
 
Plagiarism is a form of taking someone else's ideas, opinions, arguments, or research, and 
presenting them  as your own. Plagiarism "includes (but is not limited to) failure to indicate the 
source with quotation marks or footnotes where appropriate if any of the following are 
reproduced in the work submitted:  1. A phrase, written or musical; 2. A graphic element; 3. A 
proof; 4. Specific language; 5. An idea derived from the work, published or unpublished, of 
another person" or group. 
  
 Much of the confusion and unintentional dishonesty in undergraduate (and graduate) papers 
results from ignorance or carelessness with regard to attribution of sources. When you borrow 

from what others have said, you are obligated to acknowledge your sources. We 
all solicit opinions about our writing from family, friends, or colleagues. Your 
indebtedness to others for sharing ideas with you about your paper or for 
reading and commenting on it can be indicated in footnotes or an 
acknowledgements page accompanying each formal assignment. If you go 
beyond conversations with friends or colleagues to other outside sources, you 
need to acknowledge these sources in your paper and in a Works Cited page. If 
you are uncertain about your documentation, please see your instructor before 
you submit your paper. Intentional plagiarism will result in a zero for the work 
and appropriate disciplinary action.  
  

Teacher Certification:   
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Students who plan to teach English, Spanish, or English as a Second Language in 
Texas public schools must pass the appropriate state certification tests. There 
may be advisors available to you regarding these exams. If so, you should 
contact the appropriate advisor for the exam you are taking by the beginning 
of your junior year, if not sooner.   

  

Schedule: The following schedule is tentative. We will make modifications as 
necessary through the course of the semester based on whether or not we stay on 
or move ahead of schedule.   
 
 
 

COURSE OUTLINE / CALENDAR  

 Date  Read Before Class  Class  Due  

 Jan 15, 

M  
  NO CLASS: MLK Day    

Jan 17, 

W    

Course Orientation and Syllabus 

Overview  

 

  

Jan 19, 

F  
Intro on Stories, xi,xxii 

 

Discuss reading; Discussion of 

Fiction, Themes, and the 

Elements of Fiction 

  

 

 Jan 22, 

M  

Intro, xxii-xxiv; “The 

Chrysanthemums, 448-459, 

“Araby,” https://www.plato-
philosophy.org/wp-
content/uploads/2016/05/Ar
aby.pdf 

Point of View: 

Discuss readings- 

  

Jan 24, 

W  

“Hills Like White 

Elephants,”180-185, 

“Interpreter of Maladies,” 
https://iblit2013.files.wordpr
ess.com/2013/.../lahiri-
interpreter-of-maladies-full-
text.p... 

Discuss readings  

Jan 26, 

F  

“The Yellow Wallpaper,” 

150-167 
Discuss readings 

Discussion Post Due 

By 11:59 p.m. 
 

 Jan 29, 

M  

 “Sand,” (handout/ecollege) 

“A Loaf of Bread” 244-264 

Fiction: 

Discuss readings  

 

Jan 31, 

W  

“The Speckled Band” 
https://sherlock-
holm.es/stories/pdf/a4/1-
sided/spec.pdf 

Discuss readings  

Feb 2, 

F  
 “A Rose for Emily” 133-143 Discuss readings  

 

 Feb 5,  
M  

“Young Goodman Brown,” 

167-180 

Discuss readings 
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Feb 7,  
W  

“The Haunted House” 

etc.usf.edu/lit2go/67/dicken

s-christmas.../the-haunted-

house-the-mortals-in-the-

house 

Discuss readings 

 

Feb 9, 

F  

“The Pardoner’s Tale” 
https://sites.fas.harvard.edu
/~chaucer/teachslf/pard-
par.htm 

Discuss reading 
Discussion Post Due 

By 11:59 p.m. 

Feb 12 

M 

“The Parliament of the 

Fowls” Handout/ecollege Discuss reading  

Feb 14 

W 
 Review for EXAM I  

Feb 16 

F 
 EXAM I EXAM I 

 

  

 Feb 19, 

M  

Intro to Poetry, xxxv-li; 

Sonnets 18, 130 

www.shakespeares-
sonnets.com/ 

Intro to Poetry 

Discuss readings 
 

Feb 21, 

W  

“The Sun Rising” 

https://www.poetryfoundatio

n.org/poems/44129/the-

sun-rising What is Poetry, 

xxi-xxxv 

 

  

Feb 23, 

F  

“The Summer Rains” 

Handout/ecollege  

 

Discuss readings 
Discussion Post Due 

By 11:59 p.m. 

 

 Feb 

26, M  

 “The Lady of Shalott” 

https://www.poetryfoundatio

n.org/poems/45359/the-

lady-of-shalott-1832 

Discuss readings 

 

 

Feb 

28, W  

Rossetti Handout 

“Goblin Market” 
https://www.poetryfoundatio
n.org/poems/44996/goblin-
market 

Poetry as Narrative 

Discuss readings 
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Mar 2, 

F  
“The River” 295-297; Born 

in the USA,” 297-299 

Discuss readings 

   

 

 Mar 5,  
M  

Emily Dickinson poems, 80-

84 

“Songs from the 

Portuguese,” 

Handout/ecollege 

Discuss readings 

 

Mar 7,  
W  

Billy Collins poems, 64-69 

Langston Hughes poems, 

170-174 

Modern Poetry 

Discuss readings 

Discussion Post Due 

By 11:59 p.m. 

 

 

 Mar 9, 

F  

  “The Bees,” Carol Ann 

Duffey (handout/ecollege) 
  

SPRING BREAK  

 Mar 

19, M  

 Review for Exam II 

Session on Research Paper 

Guidelines 

 

Mar 

21, W  
 EXAM II 

EXAM II 

Mar  
23, F  

Introduction to Drama, xx-

xxvi, Much Ado About 

Nothing ACT I 

Intro to Drama 

 

 

 Mar 

26, M  

Much Ado About Nothing, 

ACT II-III 

  

Mar 

28, W  

 Much Ado About Nothing, 

ACT IV 
   

Mar  
30, F  

 Much Ado About Nothing, 

ACT V 
  

 

 Apr 2,  
M  

The Ideal Husband, ACT I    

Apr 4,  
W  

The Ideal Husband, ACT II-

III 

 
 

Apr 6, 

F  
 The Ideal Husband, ACT IV  

Discussion Post Due 

By 11:59 p.m. 
 

 Apr 9,  
M  

 A Raisin in the Sun, ACT I 
 

 

Apr 

11, W  

A Raisin in the Sun , ACT II-

III 
  

Apr  
13, F  

A Raisin in the Sun, ACT IV 
  

 

 Apr 

16, M  
 The Namesake 

Intro to Fiction/The Novel 

Post-Colonial Fiction 
 

Apr  The Namesake   
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18, W  

Apr  
20, F  

The Namesake  Discussion Post Due 

By 11:59 p.m. 
 

 Apr 

23, M  
The Namesake 

 
 

Apr 

25, W  
The Great Gatsby   

Apr  
27, F  

 The Great Gatsby 
  

 

 Apr 

30, M  
 The Great Gatsby 

 
 

May 2, 

W  
The Great Gatsby 

Film Version 
 

May  
4, F  

The Great Gatsby Film Version  

May7, 

M 
The Great Gatsby Film Version  

May 

9,W 
 Review for FINAL EXAM  

May 

11,F  

FINAL EXAM 

8:00-10:00 a.m. 

FINAL PAPER DUE 

FINAL EXAM 

FINAL PAPER DUE 

    
 

  

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
    


