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“All education ought to be radical—a reminder of the past,                                                                                             

A challenge to the present, and a prod to the future” 

  ----Benjamin Barber 

 

Professor Janet A. Ward 
540-230-3569 
Email:  janet.ward@mdcourts.gov 

 
This course examines the basic concepts of substantive criminal law in the United States.  Topics include 
principles of criminal law, principles of criminal liability, inchoate crimes, defenses, justifications, 
excuses, crimes against persons, crimes against property and crimes against public order.  We will also 
examine current issues in criminal law. 
 
About the Readings 
 
 Stevenson, Bryan (2014). Just Mercy. Spiegel and Grau, NY, NY. ISBN:  9780812984965 

   
           Atwell, Mary (2014). Wretched Sisters. 2nd Edition. Peter Lang, NY. NY.  ISBN-13: 978-1433122347 
 
Graded Activities 
 

1.  Five Regular Quizzes @ 20 points (Total:  100 points) 
2.  Discussion Posts @ 20 points (Total: 200 points)—These require critical thinking! 
3.  Book Review @ 50 points. 
4.  Final Assignment:  Issue in Criminal Law @ 100 points. 

 
 
 
 
 

mailto:janet.ward@mdcourts.gov


 
 

Grading 

90-100=A 
80-89=B 
70-79=C 
60-69=D 

Below 60=F 

 
Course Requirements and Expectations: 
 
Be prepared.  I expect assignments to be prepared and handed in on time. 

Be civil in all discussions.  We will sometimes be discussing controversial and heated issues.  I encourage 

you to discuss (and feel free to disagree) ideas and arguments that may be posed by your classmates, by 

me, or by your readings.  However, please refrain from discussing personal shortcomings, making 

inappropriate comments, or invoking emotional, rather than well-reasoned arguments. 

Late work:  All papers and projects are due when called for.  Each day that a paper or project is late 

reduces the available points by 10%.  Papers will not be accepted beyond 3 days past the due date. 

Email/Communication:  I usually check email multiple times during the day.  I will respond as quickly as 

possible to emails within the 8am to 6pm time period.  If you have any questions about class, materials, 

or other types of discussions better suited to a longer discussion, please make an appointment.  I have 

purposely given you my cell phone number to address any issues you may have. 

Academic Support Center:  The center provides academic support as well as services for students with 

disabilities.  To receive academic accommodations for this class, please obtain the appropriate 

paperwork and meet with me at the beginning of the semester. 

Class Policies:  All University policies regarding attendance, honor code, and other rules and regulations 

will be enforced.  By accepting admission to Texas A&M, each student makes a commitment to 

understand, support and abide by the Honor Code.  I take this very seriously and violations of academic 

integrity will not be tolerated. 

Plagiarism:  Guard against plagiarism in all its forms.  Using someone else’s exact words without giving 
him or her credit is plagiarism.  Penalties for plagiarism range from failure on the assignment to 
expulsion.  Turning in a paper (or sections of a paper) that you wrote for another course can also be an 
academic integrity violation if you have not obtained permission from both instructors to do so. 
 
 
 
 
 
Note:  This is a tentative schedule, one that may be subject to change.  However, I expect we will stay 
pretty close to the outline.  For online discussions, be prepared by reading the material beforehand! 
 



Date     Topic                         ________ 
 
Week 1    Opening Ceremonies, Introduction Posts    
January 15     

 
Week 2    Fundamentals of Criminal Law    
January 22         

     
Week 3     Organization of the Criminal Justice System  
January 29                                                                               

 
Week 4    The Substantive Criminal Law   
February 5         

 
Week 5    Elements of Crime 
  
February 12     

 
Week 6    Inchoate Offenses 
  
February 19     
_____________________________________________________________________________________  
 
Week 7    Homicidal Offenses 
February 26    

 
Week 8    Other Offenses Against Persons 
    Book Review: Just Mercy Due by Friday      
March 5     

 
Week 9    Spring Break, March 12-16 
         
March 12     

 
Week 10   Property Crimes 
March 19 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  



Date     Topic                        ________ 
 
     
Week 11    Vice Crimes 
 
March 26    

 
Week 12    Offenses Against Public Health and Environment 
April 2         

 
Week 13   Criminal Responsibility and Defenses 
April 9      
_____________________________________________________________________________________ 
    
 
Week 14, 15   Sentencing and Punishment  
April 16, 23          

 
Week 15   Final Paper Due by Friday, May 5 
April 30    Wretched Sisters 
                                                          Issue and Outline on MyLeo 
     
 
  


