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HIED 650 

Doctoral Research Practicum 

Spring 2018 

Class: February 1 –May 9, 2018 

 

Instructor: Katie Koo, PhD. Assistant Professor 

                    Department of Higher Education and Learning Technologies 

Office: Education North Room # 103 

                Available by appointment: Via Email or Office Phone 

Office Phone:  (903) 886-5604 
University Email Address: Katie.Koo@tamuc.edu 

 

 

Materials – Textbooks, Readings, Supplementary Readings: 

Required: 

Pan, M. L. (2017). Preparing literature reviews: qualitative and quantitative approaches. 

New York, NY: Routledge. 
 

Publications Manual of the American Psychological Association (6
th 

ed.). (2011). Washington 

D.C.: American Psychological Association. 

 

Strongly Recommended: 
 

Galvan, J. (2014). Writing Literature Reviews (6
th  

ed.). .). Glendale, CA: Pyrczak Publishing. 

 

Suggested: 

 

Heppner, P. P., & Heppner, M. J. (2004). Writing and publishing your thesis, dissertation, and 

research: A guide for students in the helping professions. Belmont, CA: Brooks/Cole. 

Ivers, M. (2010). Random House Guide to Good Writing. New York, NY: Ballantine Books.. 

Pyrczak, F. & Bruce, R. (2014). Writing empirical research reports (8
th  

ed.). Glendale, CA: 

Pyrczak Publishing. 
 

Course Description 

 

This course immerses students in a professional experience, as a researcher completing a 

literature review preparatory to conducting research leading to a dissertation. It requires setting 

COURSE INFORMATION 
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specific goals and objectives to stay on task. Students writing a literature review in this course 

must consult with their academic advisor and me about a suitable topic. 

 

Student Learning Outcomes 

 

Upon completing this course, each student will: 

 

1. Define and elaborate on the major themes from a literature review that will be 

foundational to a major research project; 

2. Formulate appropriate research questions to guide dissertation research, and 

3. Complete a substantive and technically correct review of literature in the field. 

 
Please Follow the Guidelines Below for the Literature Review 

Guideline for Student Writing a Literature Review 

1. Contact your major advisor and discuss your topic for you dissertation proposal. 

2. Contact me letting me know your topic and go into eCollege to look at the weekly 

modules.   You will proceed through the modules as you write your literature review. 

3. Use APA format for your literature review. 

4. Keep all of the articles that you compile. This is a MUST. 

5. The minimum number of pages for your literature review should be 40. The review 

should be an exhaustive one. BE SURE you review some of the HIED dissertations 

online or come by the office and check out one to see what a literature review 

encompasses. 

6. Make sure that it is typed and follows the format of a dissertation. 

7. The manuscript should be error free (no "you" or "I" and watch grammar). 

8. The margins for each page shall be as follows: left side, 1 1/2" (on and one half inches); 

all other margins, 1" (one inch). 

9. Include a Title page and Table of Contents - samples of these pages can be found in the 

Doctoral Student Handbook at the Graduate School website. You can download the 

handbook on your computer. 

10. The final literature review paper must be turned by 5/9/2018 of Exam Week or before. 

11. If you have any questions, please email me at: katie.koo@tamuc.edu. 

 

 

 

 

 

mailto:katie.koo@tamuc.edu
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Check out these resources before you start 

APA information: 

 

http://www.apa.org/education/ce/4210701.aspx $80 
 

https://owl.english.purdue.edu/owl/resource/560/01/ --everything you need to know in 

manageable chunks, by topic 
 

https://owl.english.purdue.edu/owl/resource/560/24/ --APA 6
th 

edition 
 

https://karenbrooks.wikispaces.com/file/view/APA+6th+Edition+Tutorial+from+Purdue+Owl.p 

df –PPT on APA formatting and style 
 

Plagiarism: 

 

http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=EF5eFeJMplA 
 

https://owl.english.purdue.edu/owl/resource/589/1/ 
 

http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=9z3EHIoa9HI 
 

Paraphrasing: 

 

http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=sgMJ16WUEPg  *basic but helpful (8 mins) 
 

http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=nSGzuxbdheI 
 

https://owl.english.purdue.edu/owl/resource/619/1/ 
 

Citation Style: 

 

https://owl.english.purdue.edu/media/pdf/20110928111055_949.pdf 
 

Assessment: 

 

Each assignment in HIED 650 will receive a numerical grade based on a 100-point scale. End-of- 

course letter grades will follow these ranges: 

 

115 - 125: A 

105-114 equals: B 

95-104 equals: C 

85-94 equals: D 

less than 85 equals: F 

 

100 + Points-Work is thorough, original, insightful, and of a doctoral level and quality. Student 

demonstrated complete understanding of course issues, a high level of analytical skills, clearly 

and resourcefully presentation with negligible errors in mechanics (grammar, citation and source 

referencing according to APA guidelines from an extensive and wide range of quality sources). 

http://www.apa.org/education/ce/4210701.aspx%20%2480
https://owl.english.purdue.edu/owl/resource/560/01/
https://owl.english.purdue.edu/owl/resource/560/24/
https://karenbrooks.wikispaces.com/file/view/APA%2B6th%2BEdition%2BTutorial%2Bfrom%2BPurdue%2BOwl.pdf
https://karenbrooks.wikispaces.com/file/view/APA%2B6th%2BEdition%2BTutorial%2Bfrom%2BPurdue%2BOwl.pdf
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=EF5eFeJMplA
https://owl.english.purdue.edu/owl/resource/589/1/
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=9z3EHIoa9HI
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=sgMJ16WUEPg
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=nSGzuxbdheI
https://owl.english.purdue.edu/owl/resource/619/1/
https://owl.english.purdue.edu/media/pdf/20110928111055_949.pdf
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90-99 Points-Work is thorough, of a level that meets expectations, and of a doctoral student that 

is acceptable and appropriate. Student demonstrated a sound understanding of course issues, 

good analysis, and a clearly/neatly presentation with narrow errors in mechanics (grammar, 

citation, and source referencing consistent APA guidelines from a good range of sources). 

 

80-89 Points-Work is generally thorough, late (with instructor permission/approval) and/or of a 

level that only partially meets expectations of a doctoral level and quality. Student demonstrated 

conflicting or surface understanding of course issues with insufficient analysis and significant 

errors in mechanics (grammar, citation, and referencing from an inadequate and/or mixed quality 

sources according to APA guidelines). 

 

70-79 Points-Work is incomplete, late, and/or not of a doctoral level and quality. Student 

demonstrated insufficient understanding of course issues, analysis, and/or substantial 

mechanical errors (grammatical, citation, and referencing) according to APA guidelines drawn 

from few, if any, low-quality sources). 

 

Less Than 70 Points-Major assignments are missing, incomplete, or excessively late without 

permission of instructor and/or demonstrates lack of effort and/or lack of understanding of core 

course objectives. 

 

Assignments: 

 

1. Literature Review Proposal: due week 4 (20 points) 

2. 1
st
 Draft of Literature Review Section (aka dissertation chapter 2): due week 10 (20 points) 

3. Final Draft of Literature Review: due week 15 (30 points) 

4. Weekly Research Article Reading Practice (from Week 3 to Week 13 excluding week 7- 

Spring Break and week 10- first draft due): due every week (20 points: 2points per weekly 

reading practice) 

5. Peer review feedback: due week 14 (10 points) 

6. Discussion: due assigned weeks- week 3,4,6,8, and 11 (10 points) 

7. Literature Review Critique: due week 5, 9, and 12 (5 points for each critique=15 points 

total) 

 

 Literature Review Proposal: 

Please consider the literature review proposal as a road-map to your entire dissertation chapter 2. 

Literature review proposal may consist of the followings: 

-Overall topic of your research 

-Specific area that you want to explore in literature review 

-Background rationale why you chose these area of literature review. 

-Specific references that you want to refer/ cite --> please write reference list that you want to 

explore for your full literature review chapter 

-Depending on your topic and focus of your literature review contents, please write 1 to 3 

pages of literature review proposal 

 

Research Reading Practice: 

Please write a summary of your chosen empirical research article following the below structure 

(less than a page, double space). You will read at leave one article and write a summary on that 

article every week starting the week 3 (excluding week 7 for the spring break and week 10-first 

literature review paper draft due) until the week 14. 

Citation of the research article (APA Style). For example, 
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                        Hill, C. E., Knox, S., Thompson, B. J., Williams, E. N., Hess, S. A., & Ladany, N. (2005). 

Consensual qualitative research: An update. Journal of Counseling Psychology, 52, 196-205. 

 

Title: 

Statement of Problems 

Purpose of the Study 

Main point of literature review 

Methodology 

Key findings 

What you can take the most from this research?:  

 

Literature Review Critique:  

You will write 1-2 pages long literature review critiques 3 times throughout the semester: two 

critiques on two published doctoral dissertations that are similar to your dissertation topic and 

population, and the 3
rd

 critique will be on your selected article that is similar to your topic and 

population. Please review the literature review section of these studies and analyze how the 

literature review section is written and structured. Try to review the literature review section by 

thinking the following questions and write your critique on these questions as well: 

(Due on the week 5, 9, and 12) 

-What were the major conclusions of the review?  

-How well did the author do the following integrative review activities? 

 a) Selecting/defining a topic?  

 b) Review of previous work in similar areas?  

 c) Selecting an appropriate sample of studies?  

 d) Analyzing data about each study?  

 e) Interpreting and reporting results? 

 f) Synthesizing relevant literature and integrating findings through the review? 

 g) Addressing what’s been done and what’s not been done? 

 h) Stating the gap in the literature and the target of the research for the study eventually? 

 

Peer Review: 

Please email to your peer reviewer your literature review final draft for their review by Sunday 

of week 13 (example: A will email her final draft to B,and B will provide his feedback on A's 

draft via email, and B will email his final draft to A and A will provide her feedback on B's 

draft). You can email to your partner using the email section of this eCollege page. ****When 

you email your feedback to your partner, please cc me, so that I can grade your peer review 

work. Upon receiving feedback on your final draft, please edit your final draft and do the final 

touch on your literature review chapter, then submit the final version of your literature review to 

me (eCollege) by week 15. I will randomly assign peer review partners. 

 

Peer review criteria:  

1) Provide one page or less written feedback on your partner's literature review on 

                                  - Structure and organization 

                                  - Contents 

                                  - Flow 

                                  - Relevance to the topic  

                                  - Transition between sub-sections 

                                  - Indicating the issues and problems of existing literature/ the gap in the  

literature 

                                  - Grammar and language 

2) Also, please provide detailed feedback using track changes on your partner's literature   
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     review 

    ** Please email a word file so that you partner can edit on it directly using track changes 

 

Literature Review Final Draft 

Please incorporate instructor’s feedback and recommendations and your peer reviewer’s feedback 

into the final draft of literature review and submit the final paper by week 15: 5/9/2018. Since this is 

the entire chapter 2, your final draft must be 40 pages or more.  

 

Discussions 

Discussion Forums (2 @ 5 points each): 

 

Five weeks (week 3, 4, 6, 8, and 11) within this course will be devoted towards class discussions 

to develop your literature review chapter and to provide constructive feedback to your peers. 

The sharing of feedback with your classmates is expected to strengthen the outcome of your 

research plan as you will be exposed to a variety of ideas and be provided with constructive 

criticism for improvement. Please refer to the following discussion forum rubric. 

 

HIED 650 Discussion Forum Grading Rubric 

 
Timeliness of posting your initial work to allow sufficient time for 

peer feedback. Post by the Thursday prior to the Sunday module 

assignment date. 

0   1    

Quality of constructive feedback that you provide to at least two peers 

in reviewing their work prior to the Sunday module assignment due 

date. 

0   1    

 Point Total =  /2 

   Discussion Forum Topics: 

   Week 3. Share your dissertation topic and focus of literature review 

   Week 4. Share your literature review proposal  

   Week 6. Share a sample of article reading/summary practice and receive feedback 

   Week 8. Share your own tips and strategies to explore relevant articles and resources 

   Week 11. Share your tips and strategies to review and provide feedback on others’ dissertations 

 

Access and Navigation 

 

Our campus is optimized to work in a Microsoft Windows environment. This means our course 

works best if you are using a Windows operating system (XP or newer) and a recent version of 

Microsoft Internet Explorer. Your courses will also work with Macintosh OS X along with a 

recent version of Safari 2.0 or better. Along with Internet Explorer and Safari, eCollege also 

supports the Firefox browser (3.0) on both Windows and Mac operating systems. 

 

eCollege Access and Log in Information: 

 

This course will be facilitated using Pearson LearningStudios (eCollege), the Learning 

Management System used by Texas A&M University-Commerce. To get started with the course, 

go to: https://leo.tamuc.edu/login.aspx. 
 

You will need your CWID and password to log into the course. If you do not know your CWID 

or have forgotten your password, please contact Technology Services at 903-468-6000 or 

https://leo.tamuc.edu/login.aspx
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helpdesk@tamuc.edu. 
 

eCollege Technical Concerns: contact the eCollege helpdesk at 1-866-656-5511 (toll free) or 

visit Pearsons 24/7 Customer Support Site. 
 

 

Course and University Procedures/Policies 

 

Writing Requirements 

All papers are to follow APA format guidelines. Begin papers with an APA title page. Font is to 

be 12 point, New Times Roman, double-spaced. Normal margins: one inch left, right, top, and 

bottom. Secure the paper with one staple in the top left corner. No folders please. 

Written assignments are generally graded according to the following criteria: 

 Completeness of response to the assignment: 55% of grade 

 Organization and coherence: 30% of grade 

 Appropriate grammar, punctuation, spelling: 10% of grade 

 Use of disciplinary format and citation style: Paper displays correct use of student’s 

disciplinary format and citation style (APA, 6
th 

Edition) for papers submitted for 
presentation or publication. Non-cited statements within a paper will results in a loss 
of points in accordance with the 5% earned for APA format and citation: 5% of grade 

 

Respect Differing Views 

As with all graduate courses, this course deals with ideas. Please be respectful of individuals 

with ideas and beliefs that differ from your own. If you disagree with someone, ask them why 

they believe as they do and then listen to the answer. People can have complex reasoning for 

what is seen as, on the surface, a simple idea. Only civil and even-tempered discussions will be 

permitted in class. 

 

Academic Honesty 

Plagiarism within an assignment will result in a failing grade for that assignment. I expect all 

assignments for this course to be original works produced specifically for this course. At the 

instructor’s discretion, if the plagiarism may have been accidental, an assignment may be redone 

for a maximum grade of 80% of the original total. Work produced, whether in part or in whole, 

from assignments for other courses will not be accepted for credit. 

 

Writing Center 

Students are encouraged to visit the A&M-Commerce Writing Center for writing assistance. 

http://www.tamuc.edu/academics/colleges/humanitiessocialsciencesarts/departments/literatureLa 

nguages/writingCenter/default.aspx 
 

Campus Concealed Carry 

Texas Senate Bill - 11 (Government Code 411.2031, et al.) authorizes the carrying of a concealed handgun in 

Texas A&M University-Commerce buildings only by persons who have been issued and are in possession of 

a Texas License to Carry a Handgun. Qualified law enforcement officers or those who are otherwise 

authorized to carry a concealed handgun in the State of Texas are also permitted to do so. Pursuant to 

Penal Code (PC) 46.035 and A&M-Commerce Rule 34.06.02.R1, license holders may not carry a concealed 

handgun in restricted locations. For a list of locations, please refer to 

((http://www.tamuc.edu/aboutUs/policiesProceduresStandardsStatements/rulesProcedures/34SafetyOfE

mployeesAndStudents/34.06.02.R1.pdf) and/or consult your event organizer).  Pursuant to PC 46.035, the 

mailto:helpdesk@tamuc.edu
http://247support.custhelp.com/
http://www.tamuc.edu/academics/colleges/humanitiessocialsciencesarts/departments/literatureLanguages/writingCenter/default.aspx
http://www.tamuc.edu/academics/colleges/humanitiessocialsciencesarts/departments/literatureLanguages/writingCenter/default.aspx
http://www.tamuc.edu/aboutUs/policiesProceduresStandardsStatements/rulesProcedures/34SafetyOfEmployeesAndStudents/34.06.02.R1.pdf
http://www.tamuc.edu/aboutUs/policiesProceduresStandardsStatements/rulesProcedures/34SafetyOfEmployeesAndStudents/34.06.02.R1.pdf
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open carrying of handguns is prohibited on all A&M-Commerce campuses. Report violations to the 

University Police Department at 903-886-5868 or 9-1-1.  

 

University Specific Procedures 

Students with Disabilities 

The Americans with Disabilities Act (ADA) is a federal anti-discrimination statute that provides 

comprehensive civil rights protection for persons with disabilities. Among other things, this 

legislation requires that all students with disabilities be guaranteed a learning environment that 

provides for reasonable accommodation of their disabilities. If you have a disability requiring an 

accommodation, please contact: 

 

Office of Student Disability Resources and Services 

Texas A&M University-Commerce 

Gee Library 

Room 132 

Phone (903) 886-5150 or (903) 886-5835 

Fax (903) 468-8148 

StudentDisabilityServices@tamuc.edu 

 

Student Conduct 

All students enrolled at the University shall follow the tenets of common decency and acceptable 

behavior conducive to a positive learning environment. (See Code of Student Conduct from 

Student Guide Handbook). 
 

Scholarly Expectations: 

All works submitted for credit must be original works created by the scholar uniquely for the 

class. It is considered inappropriate and unethical, particularly at the graduate level, to make 

duplicate submissions of a single work for credit in multiple classes, unless specifically 

requested by the instructor. Work submitted at the graduate level is expected to demonstrate 

higher-order thinking skills and be of significantly higher quality than work produced at the 

undergraduate level. 
 

Dropping the Class 

At times, we become overloaded or have unplanned events that demand our attention. If you 

need to adjust your schedule by dropping this course, please follow university procedures to 

officially drop the class. Please do not just disappear. If you fail to officially drop the class, a 

grade must be assigned at the end of the course. 
 

Academic Honesty: 

Please see the TAMU-C Graduate Catalog and the Publication Manual of the American 

Psychological Association (2010) for the discussion of academic honesty. Academic honesty is 

especially important when it comes to citing/quoting sources in research papers and assignments. 

Students are responsible for reading this material and becoming familiar with the conventions for 

acknowledging sources of information. Consequences for academic dishonesty range from 

failing a specific assignment to expulsion from the University. "Conduct that violates generally 

accepted standards of academic honesty is defined as academic dishonesty, which includes, but 

is not limited to plagiarism (the appropriation or stealing of ideas or words of another and 

passing them off as one’s own), cheating on exams or other course assignments, collusion (the 

unauthorized collaboration with others in preparing course assignments) and abuse (destruction, 

mailto:StudentDisabilityServices@tamuc.edu
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defacing, or removal) of resource material." 

 

 

Course Schedule for Spring 2018 

 
Week Topic Assignments

/ Reading(s) 
 

Week 1 
(2/1/2018) 

Introductions 

Topic Selection 

Meeting with 

your advisor 

 

 

Week 2 

(2/5/2018) 

 

Continued from the week 1 

(Meeting with your advisor/ topic 

selection) Reading 

 

     Textbook Chapters 1 & 2 

     Submit your dissertation   

     topic to the instructor via  

     Dropbox 

 

Week 3 

(2/12/2018) 

 

Searching for Literature                           

Research Article Reading Practice  

       

 

       Textbook Chapters 3 

        Article Reading Practice 

        Discussion forum 

 

Week 4 

(2/19/2018) 

 

Literature Review Proposal Due 

 

Submit literature review 

proposal to the instructor 

Discussion forum 

 

Week 5 

(2/26/2018) 

 

Retrieving Web Information 

Research Article Reading Practice 

Literature Review Critique #1  

 

Textbook Chapter 4 

Article Reading Practice 

Literature Review Critique #1 
 

 
Week 6 
(3/5/2018) 

 
Evaluating/Interpreting Literature 
Research Article Reading Practice 

    
Textbook Chapter 5 
 Article Reading Practice 

 Discussion forum 
 

Week 7 

(3/12/2018) 

SPRING BREAK                          

 

Week 8 

(3/19/2018) 

 

Preparing the 1
st 

Draft                               

Research Article Reading Practice 

 

Textbook Chapter 6 & 7 

Article Reading Practice 

 Discussion forum 

 



1
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Week 9 

(3/26/2018) 

 

 

 

 

Week 10 

(4/2/2018) 

 

 

Week 11 

(4/9/2018) 

 

 

 

 

 

Week 12 

(4/16/2018) 

       Writing the 1
st  

Draft                            

Research Article reading  

         Literature Review Critique #2 

 

1
st 

Draft Literature Review chapter  

 

Research Article reading 

            

              Revising the 1
st 

Draft  

          Research Article Reading  

          Literature Review Critique #3 

 

Textbook Chapters 8, 9 & 10 

Literature Review Critique #2 

 
 

 

 

Submit Literature review chapter 

first draft  

 

Textbook Chapter 11 

Article Reading Practice 

 Discussion forum 

 

 

 

Article Reading Practice 

Literature Review Critique #3 

 

Week 13 

(4/23/2018) 

        Writing Titles & Abstracts 

       Research Article Reading 

      Preparing a Reference List &  

     Submit the final draft to your peer reviewer 

Research Article Reading 

 Submit your final           

 draft to your peer reviewer 

 

Week 14 

(4/30/2018) 

 

 

Meta-Analysis & Peer Reviewer’s 

Feedback to the writer due 

 

Textbook Chapter 12 

Week 15 

(5/7/2018) 

Final Literature Review Due! Final Literature Review Due                  

( Due 5/9/2018) 

 

 


