
 

 

 

HIST 264-92E A Nation Divided: Texas in the Clash of Global Empires 

MELISSA HIGH SCHOOL DUAL CREDIT 

COURSE SYLLABUS: SPRING 2018 

Instructor:   Dr. Nick Nelson 

Class Time:   MWF 2:28-3:13pm 

Class Location: Melissa High School 

Office Location: Ferguson Social Sciences 130 

Office Hours:  TR 2-3pm, Second Half Megalunch(12:20 to 12:50), Via email 

Instructor Email: Robert.Nelson@tamuc.edu 

 

COURSE INFORMATION 
Books: 

Randolph B. Campbell. Gone to Texas. 

Elizabeth Hayes Turner, Stephanie Cole, & Rebecca Sharpless. Texas Women: Their 

Histories, Their Lives. 

Additional required articles and readings may be assigned. These will be made 

available in eCollege under DocSharing. 

Students are expected to acquire the course books. Failure to do so will hinder a 

student’s ability to keep up with the course, and the Instructor is in no way 

responsible for such an eventuality. Allowances will not be made for students who 

lack possession of any one or both of the books. 

Course Description 

 The United States is a country characterized by diversity. Its history is the story of 

interactions between groups divided by race, ethnicity, language, income, religion, 

ideology, culture, and gender. This course explores the nature of encounters 

between social groups and the consequences such encounters had for American 

culture and politics. Topics such as Native American history, the Civil Rights 
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Movement, and the labor movement may receive special attention. The course 

satisfies a Literature, Philosophy and Culture requirement for the core curriculum 

and may be repeated when topics change. 

 

Course purpose 

 This course is intended to familiarize you with significant events and themes in the 

history of the world, through the lens of Texas and Texans. Some of the themes 

that we will address include: conflict over land use, international trade and colonial 

encounters; the development and impact of Enlightenment thought; 

industrialization and new problems in the modern world; imperialism and empires; 

nationalism, resistance and decolonization; the growth of ideological conflict; and 

post-colonial and Cold War history.. 

 

Student Learning Outcomes:  

1.     Critical Thinking - Students will be able to analyze, evaluate, or solve problems 

when given a set of circumstances, data, texts, or art. 

2.     Communication -  In written, oral, and/or visual communication, A&M-Commerce 

students will communicate in a manner appropriate to the audience and occasion, 

with an evident message and organizational structure.  

3.     Personal Responsibility -   Students will understand and practice academic 

honesty.  

4.     Social Responsibility - Students will demonstrate an understanding of societal 

and/or civic issues. 

 

COURSE REQUIREMENTS 

Instructional / Methods / Activities Assessments 

 This will be primarily a lecture and readings course. The lecture will provide the 

evidence you need for creating evidence-based answers to the essay questions on 

the exams. A list of all the potential essay questions for the semester will be made 

available on the class site for the course during the second week of class. You will 

need to prepare in advance to be ready to write a coherent, well supported essay 

during a timed exam. 



 

You will also take a number of online quizzes over lecture material, outside 

readings, and assigned podcasts. 

 

GRADING 

Grade structure: 

 This course will include four essay exams and online quizzes. 

 

Multiple Choice Quizzes: These quizzes will be taken on online. Each will be available 

for one week, with the exception of the any quiz in the last week of class. 

Exams: These will be multiple choice and short answer. Short answer questions are like 

small essays. You must be able to write a coherent, well structured paragraph that 

adequately addresses all aspects of the prompt. The final exam may be 

cumulative. 

Grading breakdown:  Quizzes 40%  (40 points) 

    Exam 1: 20%  (20 points) 

    Exam 2: 20%  (20 points) 

    Final: 20%  (20 points) 

       (100 points total) 

Make-ups: 

  Make-ups for major exams will be arranged on a per case basis. However, you 

must complete it by noon one week after the original exam date. This means you 

must contact me ASAP to arrange a make-up. I don’t want an excuse, just let me 

you know missed it (do not tell me why) and ASK for a makeup. I will only be on 

campus MWF, so your opportunities for make-up times are extremely limited. It is 

best if you contact me the day of the missed exam. Make-ups may be a different 

format at my discretion. There are NO makeups for missing an online assignment 

due date. 

 

ACCESS AND NAVIGATION  

eCollege 



 This course is enhanced through eCollege, the Learning Management System 

used by Texas A&M University-Commerce.  To access eCollege you will need an 

internet connection, preferably high speed, and your CWID and password.  If you 

do not know your CWID or have forgotten your password, please contact 

Technology Services at 903-468-6000 or helpdesk@tamu-commerce.edu.  To get 

started with the course, go to: https://leo.tamu-commerce.edu/login.aspx.  eCollege 

will be used to send you announcements and reminders, to post grades, and to 

provide access to course materials (except required readings) such as handouts 

and assignments.  Be sure that you can access the email account the university 

has on record for you. 

 The following information has been provided to assist you in preparing to use 

technology successfully in this course.  

 - Internet access/connection – high speed required (not dial-up)  

Additionally, the following hardware and software are necessary to use eCollege:  

Our campus is optimized to work in a Microsoft Windows environment. This means our 

courses work best if you are using a Windows operating system (XP or newer) and 

a recent version of Microsoft Internet Explorer (6.0, 7.0, or 8.0).  

Your courses will also work with Macintosh OS X along with a recent version of Safari 

2.0 or better. Along with Internet Explorer and Safari, eCollege also supports the 

Firefox browser (3.0) on both Windows and Mac operating systems. Students 

using Google Chrome report consistent errors and failure to load. 

It is strongly recommended that you perform a “Browser Test” prior to the start of your 

course. To launch a browser test, login in to eCollege, click on the ‘myCourses’ 

tab, and then select the “Browser Test” link under Support Services. 

 

COMMUNICATION AND SUPPORT 

Interaction with Instructor Statement 

 If you need to reach me outside of class or office hours, please use email. The 

chance of me receiving a phone message from a shared office when I’m only on 

campus 2 days each week are not in our favor. I typically respond to email within 

12 to 36 hours during the week. Do not expect a response during the weekend. 

 

When sending an email always do the following: 

1) Use a subject line. This tells me what the topic is and prevents your 

message from ending up in my junk mail. 



2) Include your class and section (or classtime). I need to know exactly 

which of my courses you are in. 

3) End the email with your name, that is “sign” your message. I also need to 

know who you are. 

eCollege Student Technical Support  

Texas A&M University-Commerce provides students technical support in the use of 

eCollege. The student help desk may be reached by the following means 24 hours 

a day, seven days a week. 

- Chat Support: Click on 'Live Support' on the tool bar within your course to chat with an 

eCollege Representative. 

- Phone: 1-866-656-5511 (Toll Free) to speak with eCollege Technical Support 

Representative. 

- Email: helpdesk@online.tamuc.org to initiate a support request with eCollege 

Technical Support Representative. 

-Help: Click on the 'Help' button on the toolbar for information regarding working with 

eCollege (i.e. How to submit to dropbox, How to post to discussions etc…) 

 

COURSE AND UNIVERSITY 

PROCEDURES/POLICIES 

Course Specific Procedures 

Attendance 

 Attending class benefits you. I will track attendance for record-keeping purposes. I 

will not lower your grade for not attending, but poor attendance does result in poor 

test scores. Your high school also needs attendance data. 

Academic Honesty and Dishonesty 

 You are expected to do your own work. Dishonesty will not be treated lightly. On 

each graded assignment I expect each student to honor the following pledge: “I 

hereby give my word that I have neither given nor received aid while completing 

this assignment.” Any student found violating this policy will receive a grade of zero 

for the assignment. Please review the Student Handbook policy on Academic 

Honesty. 



Plagiarism: 

Plagiarism is taking someone else’s work and passing it off as your own words, 
thoughts, or ideas. This includes, but is not limited to, using direct quotes out of a 
book or from the internet as your own words, properly using quotation marks but 
noting the wrong person as the author, purchasing a paper or exam from friends 
or strangers, using material from the internet verbatim as your own words, and 
cutting and pasting entire papers or internet pages and passing it off as your own 
work. Cheating on exams and discussion posts or allowing others to copy your 
answers is another form of academic dishonesty.   
 
It is fine to use other people’s words and ideas as long as they receive credit in 
citations. If you are unsure about the precise definition of plagiarism and/or think 
you may have committed this form of academic dishonesty, see the instructor or 
visit the Online Writing Lab before you turn in the assignment. 

Cell-phones, Laptops, Pagers, etc 

 I recommend that students not use laptop computers for taking notes. Do not use 

your laptop for any other purpose during class, as it distracts those around you. All 

cell-phones and pagers must be turned off or set to silent during class. Do not 

check or use cell-phones or pagers during class, unless given express permission 

by the instructor. Disrupting class by using one of these devices will get you an 

invitation to leave for the remainder of class; this includes texting. If you aren’t 

going to be mentally present in class, you can do that more efficiently from a 

different physical location. 

 On exam day, you may not use laptops and should turn off pagers and phones 

before entering the room. If a pager or phone goes off during the exam, wait for me 

to come to you before turning it off. Anyone using one of these electronic devices 

during an exam will automatically receive a grade of zero and be asked to leave 

the exam room. 

Extra-credit 

 I do not usually give extra credit. Do not ask; that will lower end the possibility. 

University Specific Procedures 

ADA Statement  

Students with Disabilities 

The Americans with Disabilities Act (ADA) is a federal anti-discrimination statute 

that provides comprehensive civil rights protection for persons with disabilities.  

Among other things, this legislation requires that all students with disabilities be 



guaranteed a learning environment that provides for reasonable accommodation 

of their disabilities.  If you have a disability requiring an accommodation, please 

contact: 

Office of Student Disability Resources and Services 

Texas A&M University-Commerce 

Gee Library- Room 132 

Phone (903) 886-5150 or (903) 886-5835 

Fax (903) 468-8148 

StudentDisabilityServices@tamuc.edu 

Student Conduct 

All students enrolled at the University shall follow the tenets of common decency 

and acceptable behavior conducive to a positive learning environment.  (See Code 

of Student Conduct from Student Guide Handbook). A&M-Commerce will comply 

in the classroom, and in online courses, with all federal and state laws prohibiting 

discrimination and related retaliation on the basis of race, color, religion, sex, 

national origin, disability, age, genetic information or veteran status.  Further, an 

environment free from discrimination on the basis of sexual orientation, gender 

identity, or gender expression will be maintained.  

 

COURSE OUTLINE / CALENDAR 
 

(Tentative Calendar, subject to delay) 

17 January: 1st Class Day. Intro material, Begin Pre-colonial. Assign readings. 

9 February: First Essay Exam 

19 February: No class per MISD 

2 March: Second Essay Exam 

2 March: Quiz Two Due (11pm) 

5 March to 9 March:  No class per MISD 

30 March: No class per MISD 

5 May: Readings Quiz due, Final quiz due (11pm) 

7 May: Final Essay Exam 
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