
 
 

HIST 306.01E   GLB/THE MODERN WORLD  

COURSE SYLLABUS: SPRING 2019 

 

 
Earth Rise, 1968. NASA.  

 

“The vast loneliness is awe-inspiring and it makes you realize just what you have back 

there on Earth.” – Command Module Pilot Jim Lovell, Apollo 8, the first manned mission 

to the moon, after entering lunar orbit on Christmas Eve, Dec. 24, 1968.  

 

Professor:   Dr. Cynthia Ross  

Class Time:   Tuesday, Thursday 11:00am – 12:15pm 

Class Location:  Ferguson Social Sciences (SS) 143 

Office Location: Ferguson Social Sciences (SS) 104 

Office Hours:  Wednesday 11:00am – 3:00pm; via email 

Professor Email: Cynthia.ross@tamuc.edu  

 

COURSE INFORMATION 

 

Materials – Textbooks, Readings, Additional Readings: 

 

Jerry Bentley, Herbert Ziegler, Heather Streets-Salter. Traditions and Encounters: A 

Brief Global History, Volume II. Fourth Edition. McGraw Hill Higher Education, 2016. 

ISBN: 9781259277283 

 

Additional readings will be available in D2L Brightspace. 

 

A Note about the Course Text:  

 

Students are expected to acquire the course text prior to the start of class. Failure to do 

so will hinder a student’s ability to keep up with the course, and the Professor is in no 

way responsible for such an eventuality. Allowances will not be made for students who 

lack possession of any course books. 

 

Course Description: 

mailto:Cynthia.ross@tamuc.edu


 

 

This course covers the period from 1500 to the present and will focus on the ecological 

conditions of globalization, the rise of "formal" imperialism, and the construction and 

maintenance of colonial/imperial states. Themes covered will included paths to 

modernity, non-western philosophies of resistance, technological revolutions, and the 

intersections of world thought, religion, trade, and economy. Special emphasis will be 

given to the non-Western world. Prerequisites: Non-majors may enroll with consent of 

department. 

 

Student Learning Outcome:  

 

Students will be able to demonstrate knowledge of the interconnectedness of global 

dynamics (issues, processes, trends, and systems).  

 

COURSE REQUIREMENTS 

 

Instructional / Methods / Activities Assessments: 

 

The reading assignments are listed for each week. I expect you to complete your readings 

before class each week. Some written assignments will be submitted electronically 

through D2L Brightspace so be sure to familiarize yourself with the application before 

any assignments are due. 

 

Assignment Explanations: 

 

Exams: 

 

There will be a mid-term and a final exam. Both exams will be one essay question each, 

distributed one week before the due date. Students must submit their completed exams to 

D2L Brightspace and turn in a hard copy for grading by the date indicated on the 

schedule. Spelling and grammar must be accurate. Turabian (Chicago) format required. 

Late submissions will receive significant point reductions, up to one letter grade per 

calendar day that it is late.  

 

Quiz Pool: 

 

Students will complete several short quizzes during the semester. These may be reading, 

map, film, Turabian, or primary resource quizzes. In the event of a missed quiz, students 

will be allowed to make up the quiz only on final exam day. After turning in the final 

exam, students needing to make up a previous quiz may do it then. 

 

Connections & Exchanges Research Project & Elevator Pitch: 

 

Students will conduct an independent research project on a topic of their choice within 

the following parameters: it must fall within the chronological scope of the class (1300ish 



 

– 1990s), it must be 8 to 10 pages in length (double spaced, TNR, 12 pt font), and it must 

focus on some element of interconnectedness of global dynamics (issues, processes, 

trends, or systems). For to spark your creativity and search for ideas visit the index of 

issues for World History Connected at 

http://worldhistoryconnected.press.uillinois.edu/whcindex.html (free and open access) or 

the Journal of World History archive at JSTOR 

https://www.jstor.org/journal/jworldhistory (free access from campus computer or 

through TAMUC library search).  

Particulars and preliminary assignments (topic, thesis question, bibliography, outline) 

will be discussed during the semester. Spelling and grammar must be accurate. Turabian 

format required. Final projects are due during the last week of instruction, in both 

electronic and hard copy format. During the scheduled final exam time, students will 

present on their topic for no more than five minutes; open format; creativity is 

encouraged.  

 

Participation: 

 

There are three components to participation – attendance, class engagement, and 

university engagement. Regular attendance is critical in this course and will be recorded. 

University policy does allow excused absences in certain situations such as school 

sponsored events, jury duty, and military service. All of these excuses require proper 

documentation. Any other absences are NOT excused absences. I do not take doctor’s 

notes to protect your medical privacy.  

Good note taking and active engagement in lecture/discussion is expected in this course 

as well.   

 

Global Scholars: 

 

 If any student is seeking the designation of “Global Scholar,” the Connections & 

Exchanges Research Project is the assignment/assessment you must upload to get credit 

for this course as a Global Connections class. Each student working towards becoming a 

Global Scholar must upload their QEP assessment into their ePortfolio at 

http://www.tamuc.edu/aboutus/administrativeOffices/studentAccessAndSuccess/Quality

EnhancementPlan/global-scholar.aspx.  

 

 

Midterm Exam       100 points 

Final Exam        100 points 

Quiz Pool        100 points 

Research Project (with preliminaries and presentation)  300 points   

Participation        100 points  

       

TOTAL:        700 points 

 

Semester Grades: A: 100-90%; B: 89-80%; C: 79-70%; D: 69-60%; F: 59% and below. 

 

http://worldhistoryconnected.press.uillinois.edu/whcindex.html
https://www.jstor.org/journal/jworldhistory
http://www.tamuc.edu/aboutus/administrativeOffices/studentAccessAndSuccess/QualityEnhancementPlan/global-scholar.aspx
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The general grading criteria for all written assignments in this class is based on the 

following: 

 

A = Mastery of content and reading material; factual accuracy; thoughtful interpretation 

or argument that synthesizes original thoughts and ideas with content; technically clean 

B = Good-to-excellent command of the majority of content and reading material; 

competent factual accuracy; a generally solid historical argument backed with adequate 

evidence 

C = Fair command of content material; reasonable factual accuracy; ability to articulate a 

specific thesis or argument even if it is not original or is poorly supported by the evidence 

D = Poor command of content; factual errors; no real argument driving the essay 

F = Even worse than above; completely off topic; no work submission 

 

 

TECHNOLOGY REQUIREMENTS 

 

Browser support 

D2L is committed to performing key application testing when new browser versions are 

released. New and updated functionality is also tested against the latest version of 

supported browsers. However, due to the frequency of some browser releases, D2L 

cannot guarantee that each browser version will perform as expected. If you encounter 

any issues with any of the browser versions listed in the tables below, contact D2L 

Support, who will determine the best course of action for resolution. Reported issues are 

prioritized by supported browsers and then maintenance browsers. 

Supported browsers are the latest or most recent browser versions that are tested against 

new versions of D2L products. Customers can report problems and receive support for 

issues. For an optimal experience, D2L recommends using supported browsers with D2L 

products. 

Maintenance browsers are older browser versions that are not tested extensively against 

new versions of D2L products. Customers can still report problems and receive support 

for critical issues; however, D2L does not guarantee all issues will be addressed. A 

maintenance browser becomes officially unsupported after one year. 

Note the following: 

 Ensure that your browser has JavaScript and Cookies enabled. 

 For desktop systems, you must have Adobe Flash Player 10.1 or greater. 

 The Brightspace Support features are now optimized for production environments 

when using the Google Chrome browser, Apple Safari browser, Microsoft 

Edge browser, Microsoft Internet Explorer browser, and Mozilla 

Firefox browsers. 

Desktop Support 

Browser Supported Browser Version(s) Maintenance Browser Version(s) 

Microsoft® Edge Latest N/A 

Microsoft® Internet 

Explorer® 

N/A 11 

Mozilla® Firefox® Latest, ESR N/A 



 

Browser Supported Browser Version(s) Maintenance Browser Version(s) 

Google® Chrome™ Latest N/A 

Apple® Safari® Latest N/A 

Tablet and Mobile Support 

Device Operating 

System 

Browser Supported Browser Version(s) 

Android™ Android 4.4+ Chrome Latest 

Apple iOS
®
 Safari, 

Chrome 

The current major version of iOS 

(the latest minor or point release of 

that major version) and the previous 

major version of iOS (the latest 

minor or point release of that major 

version). For example, as of June 7, 

2017, D2Lsupports iOS 10.3.2 and 

iOS 9.3.5, but not iOS 10.2.1, 9.0.2, 

or any other version. 

Chrome: Latest version for the 

iOS browser. 

Windows Windows 10 Edge, 

Chrome, 

Firefox 

Latest of all browsers, and Firefox 

ESR. 

 

• You will need regular access to a computer with a broadband Internet connection. 

The minimum computer requirements are: 

o 512 MB of RAM, 1 GB or more preferred 

o Broadband connection required courses are heavily video intensive 

o Video display capable of high-color 16-bit display 1024 x 768 or higher 

resolution 

 

• You must have a: 

o Sound card, which is usually integrated into your desktop or laptop computer  

o Speakers or headphones. 

o *For courses utilizing video-conferencing tools and/or an online proctoring 

solution, a webcam and microphone are required.  

 

• Both versions of Java (32 bit and 64 bit) must be installed and up to date on your 

machine. At a minimum Java 7, update 51, is required to support the learning 

management system.  The most current version of Java can be downloaded at: JAVA 

web site  http://www.java.com/en/download/manual.jsp 

 

• Current anti-virus software must be installed and kept up to date. 

 

 

Running the browser check will ensure your internet browser is supported. 

 Pop-ups are allowed. 

http://www.java.com/en/download/manual.jsp
http://www.java.com/en/download/manual.jsp
http://www.java.com/en/download/manual.jsp


 

 JavaScript is enabled. 

 Cookies are enabled. 

 

• You will need some additional free software (plug-ins) for enhanced web browsing. 

Ensure that you download the free versions of the following software: 

o Adobe Reader  https://get.adobe.com/reader/  

o Adobe Flash Player (version 17 or later) https://get.adobe.com/flashplayer/  

o Adobe Shockwave Player   https://get.adobe.com/shockwave/ 

o Apple Quick Time   http://www.apple.com/quicktime/download/ 

 

• At a minimum, you must have Microsoft Office 2013, 2010, 2007 or Open Office. 

Microsoft Office is the standard office productivity software utilized by faculty, 

students, and staff. Microsoft Word is the standard word processing software, 

Microsoft Excel is the standard spreadsheet software, and Microsoft PowerPoint is 

the standard presentation software. Copying and pasting, along with 

attaching/uploading documents for assignment submission, will also be required. If 

you do not have Microsoft Office, you can check with the bookstore to see if they 

have any student copies. 

 

ACCESS AND NAVIGATION 

 

You will need your campus-wide ID (CWID) and password to log into the course. If you 

do not know your CWID or have forgotten your password, contact the Center for IT 

Excellence (CITE) at 903.468.6000 or helpdesk@tamuc.edu. 

 

Note: Personal computer and internet connection problems do not excuse the requirement 

to complete all course work in a timely and satisfactory manner. Each student needs to 

have a backup method to deal with these inevitable problems. These methods might 

include the availability of a backup PC at home or work, the temporary use of a computer 

at a friend's home, the local library, office service companies, Starbucks, a TAMUC 

campus open computer lab, etc. 

 

COMMUNICATION AND SUPPORT 

Brightspace Support 

Need Help? 

Student Support 

If you have any questions or are having difficulties with the course material, please 

contact your Instructor. 

Technical Support 

If you are having technical difficulty with any part of Brightspace, please 

contact Brightspace Technical Support at 1-877-325-7778 or click on the 

Live Chat or click on the words “click here” to submit an issue via email. 

System Maintenance 

Please note that on the 4th Sunday of each month there will be System Maintenance 

which means the system will not be available 12 pm-6 am CST. 

 

https://get.adobe.com/reader/
https://get.adobe.com/reader/
https://get.adobe.com/flashplayer/
https://get.adobe.com/flashplayer/
https://get.adobe.com/shockwave/
https://get.adobe.com/shockwave/
http://www.apple.com/quicktime/download/
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COMMUNICATION AND SUPPORT 

 

Interaction with Instructor Statement: 

 

Students should make use of the Professor’s office hours and email. Students must 

provide a valid return email address for replies. Unless otherwise announced, students 

can expect replies within 24 hours.  

  

COURSE AND UNIVERSITY PROCEDURES/POLICIES 

 

Citation Style: 

 

Turabian or Chicago (15
th

 or 16
th

 edition) required; footnotes with bibliography. For a 

Turabian style guide visit https://www.chicagomanualofstyle.org/turabian/turabian-notes-

and-bibliography-citation-quick-guide.html  

 

Reference Manager (Highly Recommended, Not Required): 

Zotero is free and will save your life, at least when it comes to storing and citing 

references for papers. It also blends seamlessly with Word and digital sources. For 

instructions and downloads visit https://www.zotero.org/  

 

Late Assignments / Missed Assignments: 

 

Any work submitted past the due date may receive 1 letter grade deduction per calendar 

day without prior written approval by the Professor. Students who miss an assignment 

due to a university-excused absence must provide documentation and meet with the 

Professor. In the event of a missed exam or quiz, students will be allowed to make up the 

assignment only on final exam day. After completion of the final exam and presentations, 

students needing to make up a previous assignment may do it then. 

 

Extra Credit: 

 

There is no extra credit in this course. Students are encouraged to talk to the instructor 

early and often if they are having problems in the course. 

 

Electronic Devices including but not limited to laptops, tablets, and phones: 

 

Electronic devices are discouraged during lecture without documentation from the Office 

of Student Disability Resources and Services. There may be certain times when device 

usage is acceptable, which will be announced by the Professor. The Professor’s 

intellectual property is her own, no lecture recording. Note taking is essential and should 

be done using a writing device and paper. Students who consistently use electronic 

devices in class will receive significant participation point reductions because it interferes 

with active course engagement. 

 

Student Conduct: 

https://www.chicagomanualofstyle.org/turabian/turabian-notes-and-bibliography-citation-quick-guide.html
https://www.chicagomanualofstyle.org/turabian/turabian-notes-and-bibliography-citation-quick-guide.html
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All students enrolled at the university shall follow the tenets of common decency and 

acceptable behavior conducive to a positive learning environment. (See current Student 

Guidebook) 

 

Plagiarism: 

 

In all courses, I expect that all work that you do and turn in is your own.  It is the policy 

of the University, the History Department, and myself that no form of plagiarism, 

cheating, collusion, or any other form of academic dishonesty will be 

tolerated.  Plagiarism is defined as deliberately taking the words or ideas of someone else 

and passing them off as your own.  Cheating is obtaining unauthorized assistance on any 

assignment.  Collusion is the selling of academic products with the intention that they be 

submitted to satisfy an academic requirement.  Students are expected to uphold and 

support the highest academic standards at all times.  

It is fine to use other people’s words and ideas as long as they receive credit in citations. 

If you are unsure about the precise definition of plagiarism and/or think you may have 

committed this form of academic dishonesty, see the instructor or visit the Online Writing 

Lab before you turn in the assignment. 

If a student commits academic dishonesty on any part of an assignment, the assignment 

will receive a zero with no possibility for make-up. Additionally, any incidents of 

academic dishonesty must be reported to the Office of the Provost by the Instructor 

according to university policy 13.99.99.R0.03 Undergraduate Academic Dishonesty. 

  

Writing Lab: 

 

The TAMU-Commerce Online Writing Lab is a valuable service free to any student. 

They can help you get started on a paper, help with drafts, and answer specific questions 

about citation style, grammar, and spelling. While they will not write the paper for you, 

they are there to give feedback and guidance.  

Students with Disabilities Information: 

The Americans with Disabilities Act (ADA) is a federal anti-discrimination statute that 

provides comprehensive civil rights protection for persons with disabilities. Among other 

things, this legislation requires that all students with disabilities be guaranteed a learning 

environment that provides for reasonable accommodation of their disabilities. If you have 

a disability requiring an accommodation, please contact:  

  

Student Disability Resources & Services  

Texas A&M University-Commerce  

Gee Library, Room 162  

Phone (903) 886-5150 or (903) 886-5835  

Fax (903) 468-8148  

StudentDisabilityServices@tamuc.edu 

 

http://web.tamu-commerce.edu/academics/colleges/humanitiesSocialSciencesArts/departments/literatureLanguages/writingCenter/onlineWritingLab.aspx
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Nondiscrimination Notice: 

 

A&M–Commerce will comply in the classroom, and in online courses, with all federal 

and state laws prohibiting discrimination and related retaliation on the basis of race, 

color, religion, sex, national origin, disability, age, genetic information or veteran status. 

Further, an environment free from discrimination on the basis of sexual orientation, 

gender identity, or gender expression will be maintained. 

 

Campus Concealed Carry Statement:  

 

Campus Concealed Carry - Texas Senate Bill - 11 (Government Code 411.2031, et al.) 

authorizes the carrying of a concealed handgun in Texas A&M University-Commerce 

buildings only by persons who have been issued and are in possession of a Texas License 

to Carry a Handgun. Qualified law enforcement officers or those who are otherwise 

authorized to carry a concealed handgun in the State of Texas are also permitted to do so. 

Pursuant to Penal Code (PC) 46.035 and A&M Commerce Rule 34.06.02.R1, license 

holders may not carry a concealed handgun in restricted locations. For a list of locations, 

please refer to 

((http://www.tamuc.edu/aboutUs/policiesProceduresStandardsStatements/rulesProcedure 

s/34SafetyOfEmployeesAndStudents/34.06.02.R1.pdf) and/or consult your event 

organizer). Pursuant to PC 46.035, the open carrying of handguns is prohibited on all 

A&M-Commerce campuses. Report violations to the University Police Department at 

903-886-5868 or 9-1-1. 

 

COURSE OUTLINE / CALENDAR 

 

I reserve the right to modify the class schedule and readings if necessary but will give 

students ample notice, verbally and in writing.  

 

NOTE: Quizzes are in class and thus, not reflected on the syllabus. Students will be 

notified of upcoming quizzes at least one class day before distribution. 

 

Week 1:  Introduction, Rationale for World History 

Tuesday, January 15, 2019 

Thursday, January 17, 2019 

 

Reading:  

 The Syllabus 

 

Assignments: Get to know the textbook, the syllabus, and D2L Brightspace 

 

Week 2: The World in 1300, Exploration in a global context 

Tuesday, January 22, 2019 

Thursday, January 24, 2019 

 

Reading:  



 

 T&E chapter 19, “Transoceanic Encounters and Global Connections.” 

 T & E chapter 20, “The Transformation of Europe” 

 

Week 3: The Columbian Exchange  

Tuesday, January 29, 2019 

Thursday, January 31, 2019 

 

Reading:  

 T&E chapter 21, “New Worlds: The Americas and Oceania.”   

 

Assignments:  Research Project Topic due in class Thursday (hard copy) 

   

 

Week 4:  Slavery and the African diaspora 

Tuesday, February 5, 2019 

Thursday, February 7, 2019 

 

Reading:  

 T&E chapter 22, “Africa and the Atlantic World.”  

 

 

Week 5: Family life, religion, and gender relations in China and the Ottoman Empire 

Tuesday, February 12, 2019 

Thursday, February 14, 2019 

 

Reading:  

 T&E chapter 23, “Tradition and Change in East Asia”  

 T&E chapter 24, “The Islamic Empires” 

 

Assignments:  Research Project Thesis Question due in class Thursday (hard copy) 

 

Week 6: Atlantic revolutions & Revolutionary symbols, clothing, and slogans: the birth 

of modern nationalism 

Tuesday, February 19, 2019 

Thursday, February 21, 2019 

 

Reading:  

 T&E chapter 25, “Revolutions and National States in the Atlantic World” 

 

 

Week 7: Industrialization in a global context & The environment since the industrial 

revolution: statistics, predictions, solutions 

Tuesday, February 26, 2019 

Thursday, February 28, 2019 

 

Reading:  



 

 T&E chapter 26 “The Making of Industrial Society” 

 

Assignments: Midterm exam distributed 

 

 

Week 8: Global imperialism after industrialization & Drugs and power in modern world 

history 

Tuesday, March 5, 2019 

Thursday, March 7, 2019 

 

Reading:  

 T&E chapter 27, “The Americas in the Age of Independence” 

 T&E chapter 28, “The Building of Global Empires” 

 

Assignments: Midterm Exam due in class Thursday (hard copy) AND in D2L 

Brightspace (electronic copy) 

 

Week 9: The Great War: causes and consequences & Stories from soldiers and civilians: 

letters and photos from the field and home front 

Tuesday, March 12, 2019 

Thursday, March 14, 2019 – Special Assignment 

 

Reading:  

 T&E chapter 29, “The Great War: The World in Upheaval”  

 

 

Week 10: SPRING BREAK! 

Tuesday, March 19, 2019 – No Class 

Thursday, March 21, 2019 – No Class 

 

 

Week 11: Global depression and the rise of totalitarianism in Western Europe, Russia, 

and Japan 

Tuesday, March 26, 2019 

Thursday, March 28, 2019 

 

Reading:  

 T&E chapter 30, “An Age of Anxiety” 

 

Assignments: Research Project Preliminary Bibliography due in class Thursday 

(hard copy) 

 

Week 12: Coping with economic and political domination: a global phenomenon & 

Discussion of resistance and collaboration 



 

 Tuesday, April 2, 2019 

Thursday, April 4, 2019 

 

Reading: 

 T&E chapter 31, “Nationalism and Political Identities in Asia, Africa, and Latin 

America” 

 

 

Week 13: From appeasement to total war & Holocaust and genocide 

Tuesday, April 9, 2019 

Thursday, April 11, 2019 

 

Reading:  

 T&E chapter 32, “New Conflagrations: World War II” 

 

 

Assignments:  Research Project Outline due in class Thursday (hard copy) 

 

Week 14: The Cold War: superpower politics on a global scale & Discussion of family 

life, poverty, social systems in modern world history 

Tuesday, April 16, 2019 

Thursday, April 18, 2019 

 

Reading:  

 T&E chapter 33, “The Cold War and Decolonization”  

 

 

Week 15: Decolonization: causes and models & Neo-colonialism and consumerism: 

from transnational corporations and the IMF to global Barbie and Reggae 

Tuesday, April 23, 2019 

Thursday, April 25, 2019 

 

Reading:  

 T&E chapter 34, “A World Without Borders”  

 

 

Week 16: The future in the short, middle, and long terms (the current world including 

China, Russia, and India) 

Class wrap-up 

Tuesday, April 30, 2019 

Thursday, May 2, 2019 

 

Reading: 

 TBA 

 

Assignments: Final Exam distributed 



 

  Research Project Due in class Thursday (hard copy) AND in D2L 

Brightspace (electronic copy) 

 

Finals Week 

 

Final Exam hard copy due in class Tuesday, May 7
th

 10:30am – 12:30pm 

 

Electronic copy due in D2L Brightspace Tuesday, May 7
th

 by 11:59pm 

 

Final Project Elevator Pitch due in class during final exam time 


