
Syllabus Spring 2019 
PJC Math 0300.001 ~ Elementary Algebra 

Paris Junior College  
 

Instructor:  Jeff Norris 
Office Location: Bin-304 
Telephone:  903-468-3331 
Email Address:  jnorris@parisjc.edu 
 
Textbook:  Title:  Developmental Mathematics, 4th ed. Lial/Hornsby/McGinnis/Hestwood 
       NOTE:  Students are not required to purchase the text.  The cost of online access to the text and required 
                                  homework assignments is covered with the tuition payment for the course. 
 
Meeting Time/Location:   TR   9:30 – 10:45 p.m. Bin-325 
 
COURSE DESCRIPTION: 
Topics covered include operations on signed numbers, properties of real numbers, evaluating and simplifying variable 
expressions, linear equations and inequalities, application of linear equations, formulas and problem solving, graphs 
and functions, and solving systems of linear equations. Prerequisite: LSKL 0306 or satisfactory score on placement 
test.  
 
COURSE PURPOSE:  
This course is designed to develop elementary algebraic skills in preparation for intermediate algebra.  Elementary 
algebra is considered a zero level course.  Zero level courses are intended for the development of skills needed for 
college level work; therefore, the class will not suffice for general education requirements and will not transfer as 
college level credit. 
 
COURSE GOALS/OBJECTIVES: 
Chapter 9: The Real Number System 

 Student will perform indicated operations on signed integers and rational numbers; use the Order of 
Operations agreement to simplify algebraic expressions; use the rules of exponents to simplify exponential 
expressions.  

Chapter 9: Introduction to Algebra   

 Student will solve one-step linear equations in one variable; evaluate and simplify variable expressions; solve 
simple problems involving perimeter, area and volume.  

Chapter 10: Equations, Inequalities, and Applications 

 Student will solve linear equations in one variable; solve problems involving mixtures, motion, and formulas; 
solve linear inequalities in one variable and graph their solution set  

Chapter 12: Exponents and Polynomials  

 Student will be able to use rules of exponents to simplify algebraic expressions 

 Student will accurately perform arithmetic operations (addition, subtraction, multiplication, and division) on 
polynomials 

Chapter 13: Factoring and Applications 

 Student will be able to factor polynomials and use factoring to solve quadratic equations 
 
STUDENT LEARNING OBJECTIVES 

 The student is expected to use arithmetic, algebraic and critical thinking to model and solve real-world problems. 

 The student is expected to interpret basic mathematical information verbally and graphically.  

 The student is expected to evaluate basic mathematical information numerically and symbolically.  
  



Evaluation Methods:  
 Students are expected to attend class regularly and to be prepared each time the class meets.  Grades for the 
semester are calculated based on the student’s performance on in-class quizzes, homework, three major tests, and 
the comprehensive final examination.  Course grades are calculated as follows: 
 
 
  Homework Average    30% 
  Test Average (4 Major Tests)   50% 
  Comprehensive Final Exam   20% 
 
 
Final course grades are assigned based on overall course average as follows: 
 
  Course Average     Course Grade 
  90-100                    A 
  80-89                      B 
  70-79                     C 
  60-69                    D 
  Below 60                    F 
 

Instructor Office Hours: 
MW 11:00 – 3:00 p.m.; 5:30 – 6:00 p.m. 

 TR 8:30 – 9:30 a.m. (on the campus of TAMUC); 2:15-3:00 p.m. 
 F 8:00 – 10:30 a.m. 
 Other times by appointment 
 
 
 

Course Policies: 

 

Homework:  Homework will be assigned, submitted by the student, and graded online using the 
MyMathLab package.  Access to MyMathLab may be purchased in our campus bookstore.  All 
assignments must be completed on or before the due date (November 30).  Once the due date 
expires, the assignment will no longer be available for the student to complete.  You should do 
each assignment as soon as we cover it in class.  Your homework average constitutes 30% of 
your overall course grade.  Please see the class handout detailing how to access assignments 
through MyMathLab. 
 
Major Tests:  Throughout the semester, four major tests will be administered.  Test dates will be 
announced at least one week in advance.  I do not give makeup exams.  Please make sure that 
you have read and understood the previous sentence: I do not give makeup exams!!!  Exam 
dates are extremely critical to your passing the course.  At the end of the semester, I will replace 
your lowest test grade with your score on the comprehensive final exam (assuming the final 
exam score is higher than your lowest test grade). This means that if you should, for any reason, 
miss an exam you can make up that score with your score on the final exam.  However, if you 
miss more than one exam, you will have a zero averaged in for each missing test score after the 
first missed exam.  Your test average makes up 50% of your course average.  Tests are closed 
book, closed note, free response exams.  All major tests are taken traditionally (paper and 
pencil) in class.  The student is expected to show all work relevant to arriving at the solution of 
the problem. 
 
Final Exam:  The final exam in this course is a comprehensive (covers material from throughout 
the semester), multiple choice exam.  Your score on the final exam constitutes 20% of your 



course average (more if it replaces a missed test or low test grade).  Any student who does not 
take the final exam will receive a grade of ‘F’ in the course.  The final exam is taken traditionally 
(with paper and pencil) in class.  You cannot pass the class if you do not take the final exam. 
 
Academic Honesty:  Any student found cheating on an exam in this course will receive a grade 
of ‘F’ for the course.  Additionally, that student will be reported to the Vice-President of 
Academic Studies at Paris Junior College, where further disciplinary action could be taken up to 
and including expulsion. 
 
Other Policies:  Please silence your cellphone upon entering class.  Do not plan to use your 
cellphone as your calculator.  I do not allow the use of “cellphone calculators” on exams.  Do not 
bring your children to class.  In general, be respectful of your classmates.  Food and drink are not 
allowed in the classroom.  A bottle of water is allowed.  
 

INSTITUTIONAL ATTENDANCE POLICY FOR DEVELOPMENTAL CLASSES 
Students are required to participate in continuous remediation every semester until all parts of the Texas Success 
Initiative have been satisfied.  The attendance policy for all developmental courses is as follows:   

 Three- or four-hour classes meeting two times per week in fall and spring terms: students will be allowed a 
maximum of five absences;  

 Three- or four-hour classes meeting once per week: students will be allowed a maximum of three absences;  
 Three- or four-hour classes meeting during summer terms: students will be allowed a maximum of three 

absences;  
 One-hour classes (labs, etc.) meeting in fall, spring, and summer terms: students will be allowed a maximum 

of three absences.  
Once students have exceeded the maximum number of absences, they will have the following options:  

 Drop the class only after 60% of the semester has been completed with a grade of W unless it is their only 
developmental class; 

 Stop attending the class and earn a grade of F. 
In accordance with the State of Texas policy, the instructor will not drop a student from this class if he/she ceases to 
attend, rather the student may receive a grade of F for his/her semester grade. To avoid receiving a grade of F, 
students must initiate drop forms for developmental classes by the last day to drop a course as set by the state. 
However, a student may not drop all developmental classes but must remain enrolled in at least one developmental 
class for the entire semester. It is very important for students to complete their developmental classes sequentially 
and as quickly as possible.  
  
You do not have the right to disrupt the class and disturb other students by coming into the classroom late, going in 
and out of the room during class, or leaving the classroom early. It is not fair for you to expect the instructor to go 
over material that was covered while you were absent when other students are ready to move ahead. You must plan 
to meet with your instructor or a tutor outside the designated class time if you are absent so that you can keep up 
with your assignments and tests. 
  
You will find it most difficult, if not impossible, to pass this class if you do not attend on a regular basis. You may have 
daily assignments, quizzes, and tests which may not be made up.  In addition, your instructor may use attendance as 
a part of your grade.  If you must be absent, it is your responsibility to contact your instructor for assignments and to 
keep your instructors apprised of your situation.  During the summer term or in evening classes, at least one chapter 
per class period may be covered. If you miss a class period, it will be very difficult to catch up with the rest of the 
class. 

Students who have not attended class before the official report date must be dropped. 
 
REPETITION OF DEVELOPMENTAL COURSES MAY RESULT IN A STUDENT HAVING DIFFICULTY MAINTAINING 
FINANCIAL AID ELIGIBILLITY.  
 

 
  



Other Information 

·        American with Disabilities Act:  The Americans with Disabilities Act (ADA) is a federal anti-discrimination 
statute that provides comprehensive civil rights protection for persons with disabilities. Among other 
things, this legislation requires that all students with disabilities be guaranteed a learning environment 
that provides for reasonable accommodation of their disabilities. If you have a disability requiring an 
accommodation, please contact: Office of Student Disability Resources and Services, Texas A&M 
University-Commerce, Gee Library, Room 132, Phone (903) 886-5150 or (903) 886-5835, Fax (903) 468-
8148, email: StudentDisabilityServices@tamuc.edu 

·        Basic Tenets of Common Decency: “All students enrolled at the University shall follow the tenets of 
common decency and acceptable behavior conducive to a positive learning environment.” (Student’s 
Guide Handbook, Policies and Procedures, Conduct.) This means that rude and/or disruptive behavior 
will not be tolerated. 

·        Tutoring:  Free tutoring service is provided by the Math Skill Center (Binnion Hall Room 328). Visit the 
Center for the time it is open. 

·         Campus Concealed Carry: Texas Senate Bill - 11 (Government Code 411.2031, et al.) authorizes the 
carrying of a concealed handgun in Texas A&M University-Commerce buildings only by persons who have 
been issued and are in possession of a Texas License to Carry a Handgun. Qualified law enforcement 
officers or those who are otherwise authorized to carry a concealed handgun in the State of Texas are 
also permitted to do so. Pursuant to Penal Code (PC) 46.035 and A&M-Commerce Rule 34.06.02.R1, 
license holders may not carry a concealed handgun in restricted locations. For a list of locations, please 
refer to 
((http://www.tamuc.edu/aboutUs/policiesProceduresStandardsStatements/rulesProcedures/34SafetyOf
EmployeesAndStudents/34.06.02.R1.pdf) and/or consult your event organizer). Pursuant to PC 46.035, 
the open carrying of handguns is prohibited on all A&M-Commerce campuses. Report violations to the 
University Police Department at 903-886-5868 or 9-1-1. 

Disclaimer:  Course policies and procedures outlined in this document are subject to change in case of 
extenuating circumstances. 

 


