
COURSE SYLLABUS 
PSCI 333 - 01E - GLB/Non-European Political System 

Focus - African Political Institutions 
 

Class Location and Times 
MWF 1:00 pm - 1:50 pm 

Ferguson Social Sciences 143 Jan 14, 2019 - May 10, 2019 

 

Contact Information  
Instructor: Prof Casper Kamau  

Email: casper.kamau@tamuc.edu  

Office & Hours: Ferguson 134, 12 – 12:45 pm and appointment 

 

Books 

(Africa) – Harbeson and Rothchild, Africa in World Politics: Constructing Political and Economic Order 

(Democracy) – Fallon, Kathleen M., Democracy and the Rise of Women’s Movements in Sub-Saharan Africa  
 

Course Description  
This course is an introduction to the study of African political institutions. Using the tools of social science, we will 

examine the major questions in politics and the best answers the field has to offer to those questions. Why are some 

countries progressing, while others are lagging behind? Although we cannot possibly consider all of the possible areas of 

study, the course is structured thematically in order to develop a broad perspective on the various research topics being 

pursued within the political institutions of Africa. We will examine country cases as they relate to broader themes and key 

concepts.  

 

Student Learning Objectives  
Participants in this course will be introduced to an analytic framework for making sense of both historical and 

contemporary events in countries around the globe. Students will develop an understanding of:  

• The major issues in African politics 

• The political characteristics of a select number of countries  

 

Research and Suggested Reading Materials –  

I encourage you to explore these different sources to obtain a variety of perspectives 

 

News 
Top - BBC News, Al Jazeera, africanews.com, Associated Press, All Africa News, The Associated Press, Reuters, Foreign 

Affairs, 

Other - The New York Times, The Economist, Washington Post, The Wall Street Journal, Politico, Bloomberg News, 

National Public Radio, The Christian Science Monitor, FOX, CNN 

 

Research Databases 

http://www.systemicpeace.org/ - Polity 5 data, conflict and state fragility data 

http://www.humanrightsdata.com/p/data-documentation.html - CIRI data and coding 

https://data.worldbank.org/country - World Band Data by Country 

https://tcdata360.worldbank.org/topics - World Bank Data by indicators 

https://worldjusticeproject.org/our-work/wjp-rule-law-index/wjp-rule-law-index-2016 -  

https://worldjusticeproject.org/our-work/wjp-rule-law-index Rule of law and open government  

http://www.juriglobe.ca/eng/index.php - Legal types, Country geographic size in thousands (size-thou) 

https://www.cia.gov/library/publications/the-world-factbook/ - general country data source  

Grading and Course Policies:  
Test 1 – 10% 

Test 2 – 10% 

Test 3 – 10% 

Individual Work – 30% 

Group Data Gathering – 15% 

Paper – 15% 

http://www.systemicpeace.org/
http://www.humanrightsdata.com/p/data-documentation.html
https://data.worldbank.org/country
https://tcdata360.worldbank.org/topics
https://worldjusticeproject.org/our-work/wjp-rule-law-index/wjp-rule-law-index-2016
https://worldjusticeproject.org/our-work/wjp-rule-law-index
http://www.juriglobe.ca/eng/index.php
https://www.cia.gov/library/publications/the-world-factbook/


Final Exam – 5% 

Participation – 5% 

Grading scale: A= 100-90, B=89-80, C=79-70s D=69-60 

Individual Work 

Friday paragraph, Chapter summaries and Country contribution  

Select Friday  

Current events in Africa – You will write and print a paragraph of the select topic and be prepared to discuss 

Groups Work - Data Gathering and Paper 

Groups work on political systems in Africa. Each student will pick a country to examine. Data will be gathered in a 

comparative paper.  

Makeup Exams & Grade Appeals  
Make-up exams will only be granted if prior arrangements have been agreed upon or in event of extreme emergency. In 

both cases, appropriate documentation must be provided. If you have any questions regarding a grade on an assignment, 

please wait until 24 hours after receiving the assignment before discussing the grade with the instructor. If you wish to 

challenge a grade on any written assignment you must do so by writing a memo specifying the reason you believe the 

assignment should be re-graded. Grade appeals must be made within one week of receiving the graded assignment. 

Lateness 
More than 20 minutes late- see me after class. If you need to leave class early let me know ahead of time. If you will not 

make it to class send an email. 

Special Assistances 

If you need or require special assistant during the course let me know ASAP at the beginning of the semester.  

Discussion, Arguments and Courtesy  
Cursing, rudeness and any disruptive behavior will not be tolerated.  Wait for students to complete their arguments, request 

to speak and then, make you points or counter-points. If you cause disruptive behavior, you will be requested to leave the 

classroom, and by school regulation, a report will be sent to the Office of Student Rights and Responsibilities - Halladay 

201 - TAMUC Campus Life and Student Development. 

Electronics - Cell use is not allowed. Computers are allowed 

 

Calendar 
Module 1 

An Introduction to The Course 

Jan 14 - 18  

Foundations 

(Africa) Pp. 1-8, Constructing Political and Economic Order - Harbeson 

Pre-Colonial and Colonial Africa 

Jan 21 – 23 - Regional Group Selections 

(Africa) Pp. 9-23, The Heritage of Colonialism – Young 

(Democracy) Pp. 17-27, Queenmothers, colonization, and the Struggle for Legitimacy - Fallon 

Jan 25 – Feb 1 

Autogenous and Neo-Autogenous Institutions  

 

Post-Colonial  

Feb 4 – 8 

Independence and the Building of Nation-States 

Test 1 

Feb 11-15 



Module 2 

Democracy and State Power 

Feb 18 – 22 

(Africa) Pp. 111- 134 - Democracy and the State in Sub-Saharan Africa –Harbeson 

 

Understanding De Facto Politics 

Feb 25 - Mar 1 

(Democracy) – Pp. 35-54, Fallon 

Mar 4 - 8  

(Democracy) – Pp. 75-112, Fallon 

Test 2  

Mar 11 - 15 

Spring Break 

Mon 18 - 22 

Module 3 

Gender and Politics 

Mar 25 – 29 

(Democracy) – Pp. 112-117, Fallon  

Government Structures and Civil Society 

Apr 1 – 5 

(Africa) Pp. 89 – 109, In Pursuit of Autonomy: Civil Society and the State in Africa - Taylor 

Economics 

Apr 8 – 12 

(Africa) Pp. 45 -64 Entrepreneurial Governance and the Expansion - Pitcher 

Peace and Security 

Apr 15 – 19 

(Africa) Pp. 202-215, Boko Haram and Nigeria State Weakness – Campbell 

(Africa) Pp. 262 – 276 The African Union’s Peace and Security Architecture – From Aspiration to 

Operationalization – Engel 

Test 3  

Apr 22 – 26 

Paper Presentations 

Apr 29 - May 3 

Finals Week 

April 6 -10 

 

These descriptions and timeline are subject to change at the discretion of the Instructor. 

 

 

 



Tests 

Green scantron and pencil only  

Friday Topic 

Answer the question and explain what is occurring in a page and cite sources? 

Chapter Summary 

Example  

Article - Sanders (1995) Brown v. Board of Education: An Empirical Reexamination of Its Effects on Federal 

District Courts 

 

a) What is being examined?  

Research Questions: (What is the main question being investigated) Do judges rule based on non-legal factors 

such as their personal preferences or social pressures? Or do they rule based on impartial interpretation of 

established precedent? 

 

b) Why is it being examined?  

Motivation/Theory: The primary motivation is the attitudinal model. The argument is that Judges follow their 

own preferences when ruling on cases. The author also argues that Southern Judges should have been more 

pressured by societal factors when ruling on matter of integration. Thus, we should expect that those pressures 

led the judges to rule against precedent set by Brown. 

Research Hypothesis:  Federal Judges rule based on non-legal influences when deciding cases 

 

c) How is it being examined and what do the results tell us? 

Strength of Evidence: The statistical models demonstrate that counter to expectation, Federal Judges do rule on 

precedent. The author found that neither the region in which the case was heard nor the type of segregation in 

question any effects on rulings. The precedent set out by the Brown case had an effect on the lower courts. The 

education level, region or parties involved yielded no significance in determining outcome of integration cases. 

However, it is important to note that decision made does not always equal actions on the ground. Since as the 

authors state, “In 1964, less than 2% of black pupils in former Confederate states were attending desegregated 

schools.” 

 

Group Comparative Paper 

Part 1  

Introduction of question being inquired due – Feb 4 – 8 

Concept: descriptive word that refers to a set of objects that have commonalities (e.g. democracy – right to vote 

but not women and blacks) 

Theories and hypothesis Due - Mar 11 – 15 

Theory: set of logically related generalizations or hypothesis about casual relationships between two or more 

concepts and variables 

Hypothesis: tentative statement about a relationship between variables (5 characteristics) 

Part 2 

Data gathering due – Apr 15 – 19 – use data banks 

Variable: concept that is broken down into smaller units that are measurable 

Part 3 

Findings and Conclusions due - Apr 29 - May 3 

Citations – Consistency of Style  



 

 

 


