
History 417: The Ottoman Empire 
 

 
 

Fall Semester 2020 
Blended course (85135, 417.01E) 
3 Credit Hours 
Time: TTh, 9:30-10:45  
 

Dr. Sanja Kadrić (I go by Sanja or Dr./Prof. Kadrić) 
E-mail address: sanja.kadric@tamuc.edu 
Office hours: T and Th, 11-12 and 3:30-5 via Zoom (link on D2L)  
 
Ottoman history is often told as a eulogy of a doomed dinosaur. This course will help you 
explore and challenge that narrative. The Ottoman Empire was the longest-lasting Islamic 
empire and the only one to figure as a major power in global history. We will trace the history 
of the empire from its origins as an obscure but plucky band of frontier warriors, to the 
highpoint of its geopolitical power in the sixteenth century, to the dynamic period of 
European imperialism, to its spectacular dissolution during WWI. We will consider not only 
the Ottomans’ political power, but also the economic, social, and cultural, and other factors 
that help explain that power and that gave the empire such a distinctive place in the annals 
of world history. 

mailto:sanja.kadric@tamuc.edu


Student Learning Outcome: By the end of this course, you should be able to 
demonstrate proficiency in historical bibliographic research by locating sources appropriate 
to researching a given historical topic. 
 

COVID-19:  
 
Please, click on the following link to access A&M-Commerce COVID19 Information, 
https://new.tamuc.edu/coronavirus/ I would recommend bookmarking it. 
 
A&M-Commerce requires the use of face-coverings in all instructional and research 
classrooms/laboratories. Exceptions may be made by faculty where warranted. Faculty 
have management over their classrooms. Students not using face-coverings can be 
required to leave class. Repetitive refusal to comply can be reported to the Office of 
Students’ Rights and Responsibilities as a violation of the student Code of Conduct.  

 
Students should not attend class when ill or after exposure to anyone with a 
communicable illness. Communicate such instances directly with your instructor. 
Faculty will work to support the student getting access to missed content or 
completing missed assignments. 
 

TECHNOLOGY, ACCESS, AND NAVIGATION:  
 
LMS 
All course sections offered by Texas A&M University-Commerce have a corresponding course 
shell in the myLeo Online Learning Management System (LMS).  Below are technical 
requirements  
 
LMS Requirements: 
https://community.brightspace.com/s/article/Brightspace-Platform-Requirements 
 
LMS Browser Support: 
https://documentation.brightspace.com/EN/brightspace/requirements/all/browser_suppor
t.htm 

 
If you are having technical difficulty with any part of Brightspace, please 
contact Brightspace Technical Support at 1-877-325-7778. Other support options can be 
found here: https://community.brightspace.com/support/s/contactsupport   

 
You will need your campus-wide ID (CWID) and password to log into the course. If you do not 
know your CWID or have forgotten your password, contact the Center for IT Excellence 
(CITE) at 903.468.6000 or helpdesk@tamuc.edu.  
 
Personal computer and internet connection problems do not excuse the requirement to 
complete all coursework in a timely and satisfactory manner. Each student needs to have a 
backup method to deal with these problems. Please let me know if you encounter these 
problems and we will do our best to work around or to resolve them. However, if I don’t know 
of the issue, I can’t help or excuse you. If you are worried about access to a personal 
computer or a good internet connection in relation to this course, please talk to me as 
soon as possible so we can figure out a solution. I am more than willing to work with you, 
but I need to know to do so. 

https://new.tamuc.edu/coronavirus/
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THE COURSE: 
 
Readings:   

• There is no textbook for this course. Instead, over the course of the semester, we will 
be reading Caroline Finkel’s Osman’s Dream: The History of the Ottoman Empire. This 
book is available for free through our library’s website: http://tinyurl.com/ycb45lwb 

• I also use D2L to post readings, class materials, and assignment instructions, so please 
check it regularly. If you foresee issues with doing so (lack of technology and/or regular 
internet access), please let me know immediately so that we can discuss alternative 
arrangements.  

o I reserve the right to make changes to the class schedule and readings. If I do 
so, I will notify you ahead of time. 

o Please check to make sure that you can access the readings on D2L the day 
before (preferably, even earlier) any scheduled class. If an article or a link is 
malfunctioning, get in touch with me immediately. Unless you contact me about 
an ;issue accessing a reading in a timely manner, I will not grant an excuse nor 
an extension on work.  

General expectations:   
• Reading – You are expected to read, mull over, and jot down notes on the readings 

before every class. You can use these notes while you write your essay exams, so I 
highly recommend taking notes and highlighting as you read.  

o For help with notetaking, see the ASK THE CLASS forum on D2L. 

• Participating – Because almost half of this course revolves around discussion 
sessions, your participation is essential not just to your success but to the success of 
the class.  

• Listening – The other half of this course revolves around my lectures. I encourage you 
to show up for them and to take thorough notes as I lecture. You can use these while 
writing your essay exams, participating in discussion sessions, and writing your final 
paper. 

o For help with lecture notes, see the ASK THE CLASS forum on D2L. 
o If you cannot or are for any reason uncomfortable with joining our Zoom 

lectures with video, you are free to have your video turned off.  

Assignments and grade breakdown:   
• Lectures (15% of your final grade) 

o Lectures will be during our regularly scheduled class time on Tuesdays from 
9:30-10:45. 

o You will earn a point for showing up to each lecture and staying for the entire 
duration of the lecture. I will be taking attendance regularly. 

• Discussion Sessions (25% of your final grade, 11 in all) 
o Discussion sessions will be on D2L. Please see the course schedule for due 

dates. Each discussion session is worth 100 points. 
o You will participate in a discussion session almost every Thursday of the 

semester. The discussion session window will open on Thursday at 12 am and 
close on the same day at 11:59 pm, so you will have a full day to participate. 

o The discussion sessions will ask you to apply your weekly readings and my 
lecture towards answering complex questions and engaging your classmates in 
stimulating discussion.  

o To start the discussion session, I will post several questions on D2L that 
pertain to your weekly readings. I would like you to choose just one question 
and post an answer. Your answer does not have to be perfect. It does have to 

http://tinyurl.com/ycb45lwb


show engagement with the readings and critical thinking. It should not be 
longer than a paragraph (6-8 sentences), and it should reference the readings 
for the week (ex. “In her work ________, Leslie Peirce argues that…” (Peirce, pg. 
#)). 

o You will then peruse the answers posted by your classmates and choose one on 
which to comment. You can comment by making an additional observation, 
respectfully disagreeing, and noting why (and providing supporting evidence) or 
posing a question. Please do not simply restate their answer or write that you 
agree/disagree with it or like/dislike it. Please treat everyone with respect. 
Your contribution should not be longer than a small paragraph (4-6 sentences). 

o This is a formal writing exercise. You will be graded on (1) content and aptness 
of analysis and (2) quality and accuracy of prose, grammar, and style.  

o Note: You will not be able to see other classmates’ posts until you have made 
your own. 

• Essays (30% of your final grade, 3 in all) 
o The essays will be written on D2L and will ask you to recall and synthesize 

material from your readings and my lectures to answer an essay question of 
your choice. 

o The essays will be timed. You will have the entire class period (9:30-10:45) to 
write them. See the course schedule for essay dates. 

o You must write all the essays at their scheduled time. In case of an emergency 
or an issue beyond your control, you may be allowed to write a make-up essay. 
However, you must contact me to discuss this. 

• Final Paper (30% of your final grade, 100 pts) 
o Instead of a final exam, you will be writing a final paper. Feel free to start 

working on and/or consulting me for help on this paper immediately. 
o Due date: December 11, 2020 by 11:59 PM  

▪ Your final paper must be submitted to D2L by this date. This final paper 
is your final exam. This means that I absolutely cannot accept any 
submissions after the due date. 

o I will provide a detailed rubric later in the semester. For now, know that this 
paper must be typed and double-spaced in 12-point font, Word format, ≈2500 
words. It will be graded on (1) content, accuracy, and aptness of analysis and 
(2) quality and accuracy of prose, grammar, and style. You must consult 
academic literature and provide a properly formatted bibliography. 

▪ Presentations: Over the last few weeks of class, you will present your 
preliminary work to the class and receive constructive feedback. Your 
oral presentation will count towards your final paper grade. 

o The library and I are here to help. Our librarian is Sarah Northam. She is 
available to assist you in your research, whether it is using the library or 
identifying and locating sources. She will also come and speak with us in class. 
Here is how to contact her:  

▪ Sarah Northam, Head of Research and Instruction Services, Gee Library: 
903-886-5714 or Sarah.Northam@tamuc.edu 

 
FINAL PAPER CASE STUDY: 
 
Choose any topic related to Ottoman history to research as a case study. You could choose 
anything from Janissaries, harems, Ottoman hats, the Ottoman economy, relations with 
western European powers, Istanbul, to name just a few options. You will conduct extensive 
historical bibliographic research on this issue by locating appropriate primary and secondary 
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sources. You will use your research to analyze this topic and its importance to our 
understanding of Ottoman history. I will provide more details as well as a detailed rubric as 
the semester progresses. 
 

SCALE:  
 
All grades will be computed on the following standard scale: 
A = 90%-100% 
B = 80%-89% 
C = 70%-79% 
D = 60%-69% 
F = 59% or below 
  
UNIVERSITY & COURSE POLICIES: 
 
If you anticipate missing any portion of class, please notify me at least one day before the 
scheduled class period. It is in your best interest to let me know as soon as possible so we 
can work out an arrangement if one is possible.   
 
If an emergency occurs, notify me within a day of the emergency (or as soon as possible, 
depending on the situation) to provide documentation and discuss the potential of make-up 
work. Make-up opportunities may be awarded at my discretion. The same goes for extensions 
for any assignments associated with this class. Assignments that are received late without 
just cause or without a previously approved excuse will not be accepted.  
 
E-mails: One of your jobs as a student is professionalizing yourself in preparation for 
whatever employment you may seek after your university years. An important element of 
professionalism is communication, and one of the primary modes of communication in a 
class is e-mail. I want you to consider class-related e-mails to me and fellow students as an 
exercise in professionalism. Please use formal English in your e-mails, and do not forget to 
sign your message with your full name. Before you shoot off an e-mail, ask yourself, “Would I 
send this e-mail to my boss?” If not, take some time to think on why and revise. I will 
respond to your e-mails in a timely manner, no later than 24 hours after receiving them.  
 
Student conduct: All students enrolled at the University shall follow the tenets of common 
decency and acceptable behavior conducive to a positive learning environment.  The Code of 
Student Conduct is described in detail here: 
http://www.tamuc.edu/Admissions/oneStopShop/undergraduateAdmissions/studentGuide
book.aspx  
 
Students should also consult the Rules of Netiquette: 
https://www.britannica.com/topic/netiquette 
 
TAMUC attendance policy: For more information about the attendance policy please visit 
the Attendance webpage and Procedure 13.99.99.R0.01. 
http://www.tamuc.edu/admissions/registrar/generalInformation/attendance.aspx 
 
http://www.tamuc.edu/aboutUs/policiesProceduresStandardsStatements/rulesProcedures/
13students/academic/13.99.99.R0.01.pdf 
 

http://www.tamuc.edu/Admissions/oneStopShop/undergraduateAdmissions/studentGuidebook.aspx
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Grades and grade complaints: I will return all graded assignments to you no later than a 
week after they are submitted, but likely earlier. One day after receiving any grade, you can 
make an appointment with me and discuss your grade. I do not guarantee that I will change 
your grade, but I would be happy to hear your case. 
 
Academic Integrity: Students at Texas A&M University-Commerce are expected to maintain 
high standards of integrity and honesty in all their scholastic work.  
 
Undergraduate Academic Dishonesty 13.99.99.R0.03 
 
http://www.tamuc.edu/aboutUs/policiesProceduresStandardsStatements/rulesProcedures/
13students/undergraduates/13.99.99.R0.03UndergraduateAcademicDishonesty.pdf 
 
Disability Services: The Americans with Disabilities Act (ADA) is a federal anti-
discrimination statute that provides comprehensive civil rights protection for persons with 
disabilities. Among other things, this legislation requires that all students with disabilities be 
guaranteed a learning environment that provides for reasonable accommodation of their 
disabilities. If you have a disability requiring an accommodation, please contact me and: 
 
Office of Student Disability Resources and Services 
Texas A&M University-Commerce 
Gee Library- Room 162 
Phone (903) 886-5150 or (903) 886-5835 
Fax (903) 468-8148 
Email: studentdisabilityservices@tamuc.edu 
Website: Office of Student Disability Resources and Services 
http://www.tamuc.edu/campusLife/campusServices/studentDisabilityResourcesAndService
s/ 
 
Non-discrimination Policy: Texas A&M University-Commerce will comply in the classroom, 
and in online courses, with all federal and state laws prohibiting discrimination and related 
retaliation on the basis of race, color, religion, sex, national origin, disability, age, genetic 
information or veteran status. Further, an environment free from discrimination on the basis 
of sexual orientation, gender identity, or gender expression will be maintained. 
 
Campus Concealed Carry Statements: Texas Senate Bill - 11 (Government Code 411.2031, 
et al.) authorizes the carrying of a concealed handgun in Texas A&M University-Commerce 
buildings only by persons who have been issued and are in possession of a Texas License to 
Carry a Handgun. Qualified law enforcement officers or those who are otherwise authorized 
to carry a concealed handgun in the State of Texas are also permitted to do so. Pursuant to 
Penal Code (PC) 46.035 and A&M-Commerce Rule 34.06.02.R1, license holders may not 
carry a concealed handgun in restricted locations. For a list of locations, please refer to the 
Carrying Concealed Handguns On Campus document and/or consult your event organizer.   
 
http://www.tamuc.edu/aboutUs/policiesProceduresStandardsStatements/rulesProcedures/
34SafetyOfEmployeesAndStudents/34.06.02.R1.pdf  
 
Pursuant to PC 46.035, the open carrying of handguns is prohibited on all A&M-Commerce 
campuses. Report violations to the University Police Department at 903-886-5868 or 9-1-1. 
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Syllabus Change Policy 
The syllabus is a guide.  Circumstances and events, such as student progress, may make it 
necessary for the instructor to modify the syllabus during the semester.  Any changes made 
to the syllabus will be announced in advance. 
 

 

Week 1  
 
1.1 August 25  
Introduction to the course – What do you know about the Ottoman Empire? What  

would you like to learn? 
 
1.2 August 27    
Caroline Finkel’s Osman’s Dream: The History of the Ottoman Empire, Chapter 1: First among 

Equals. 
  Assignment: Participate in Week 1 Discussion Session – About Me! 

 
Week 2 
 
2.1 September 1 
Caroline Finkel’s Osman’s Dream: The History of the Ottoman Empire, Chapter 2: A Dynasty 

Divided. 
Ottoman History Podcast: New Perspectives on Medieval Anatolia 

http://www.ottomanhistorypodcast.com/2015/03/medieval-anatolia-seljuk-mongol-
ottoman.html 

 
2.2 September 3   
Caroline Finkel’s Osman’s Dream: The History of the Ottoman Empire, Chapter 3: An Imperial 

Vision. 
Assignment: Participate in Week 2 Discussion Session! 

 

Week 3 
 
3.1 September 8 
Caroline Finkel’s Osman’s Dream: The History of the Ottoman Empire, Chapter 4: Sultan of 

the Faithful. 
Ottoman History Podcast: Alevis in Ottoman Anatolia 

http://www.ottomanhistorypodcast.com/2014/03/alevi-kizilbash-history.html 
 
3.2 September 10   
Caroline Finkel’s Osman’s Dream: The History of the Ottoman Empire, Chapter 5: Possessor 

of the Kingdoms of the World. 
Assignment: Participate in Week 3 Discussion Session! 

 

Week 4 
 
4.1 September 15 
Sanja Kadrić, “Sixteenth-Century Poturnak Endowments in the Ottoman Western Balkans: 

The Boljanić Family.” http://tinyurl.com/yd8548ag 

http://www.ottomanhistorypodcast.com/2015/03/medieval-anatolia-seljuk-mongol-ottoman.html
http://www.ottomanhistorypodcast.com/2015/03/medieval-anatolia-seljuk-mongol-ottoman.html
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Caroline Finkel’s Osman’s Dream: The History of the Ottoman Empire, Chapter 6: The 
Sedentary Sultan, pgs. 152-168. 

 
4.2 September 17   
Caroline Finkel’s Osman’s Dream: The History of the Ottoman Empire, Chapter 6: The 

Sedentary Sultan, pgs. 168-195. 
Assignment: Participate in Week 4 Discuss Session! 

   

Week 5 
 
5.1 September 22        
ESSAY QUIZ #1 
 
5.2 September 24 
Workshop: Doing Historical Research – via Zoom from 9:30-10:45 
 

Week 6 
 
6.1 September 29 
Jane Hathaway, “Out of Africa, into the Palace: The Ottoman Chief Harem Eunuch” 

http://tinyurl.com/y9emw4uh 
Ottoman History Podcast: The Sultan’s Eunuch 

http://www.ottomanhistorypodcast.com/2018/08/sultanseunuch.html 
 
6.2 October 1  
Günhan Börekçi, “Smallpox in the Harem: Communicable Diseases and the Ottoman Fear of 

Dynastic Extinction during the Early Sultanate of Ahmed I (r. 1603-17) 
Assignment: Participate in Week 6 Discussion Session!  

 

Week 7 
 
7.1 October 6 
Caroline Finkel’s Osman’s Dream: The History of the Ottoman Empire, Chapter 7: 

Government by Faction. 
Ottoman History Podcast: Evliya Çelebi – Early Modern Travel and Ottoman Sensibilities 

http://www.ottomanhistorypodcast.com/2012/08/evliya-celebi-early-modern-travel-
and.html 

 
7.2 October 8 
Caroline Finkel’s Osman’s Dream: The History of the Ottoman Empire, Chapter 8: Revenge of 

the Pashas. 
Assignment: Participate in Week 7 Discussion Session! 

 

Week 8 
 
8.1 October 13 
Caroline Finkel’s Osman’s Dream: The History of the Ottoman Empire, Chapter 9: Rule of the 

Grandees. 
Ottoman History Podcast: Science in Early Modern Istanbul 
 http://www.ottomanhistorypodcast.com/2020/03/science-ottoman-empire.html 

http://tinyurl.com/y9emw4uh
http://www.ottomanhistorypodcast.com/2018/08/sultanseunuch.html
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8.2 October 15  
Caroline Finkel’s Osman’s Dream: The History of the Ottoman Empire, Chapter 10: The 

Empire Unravels. 
Assignment: Participate in Week 8 Discussion Session! 

 

Week 9     
 
9.1 October 20 
ESSAY QUIZ #2 
 
9.2 October 22 
Caroline Finkel’s Osman’s Dream: The History of the Ottoman Empire, Chapter 11: The Perils 

of Insouciance. 
Assignment: Participate in Week 9 Discussion Session! 

 

Week 10 
 
10.1 October 27 
Caroline Finkel’s Osman’s Dream: The History of the Ottoman Empire, Chapter 12: The Power 

of the Provinces. 
Ottoman History Podcast: Festivals and the Waterfront in 18th Century Istanbul 

http://www.ottomanhistorypodcast.com/2016/08/levni.html 
 
10.2 October 29   
Caroline Finkel’s Osman’s Dream: The History of the Ottoman Empire, Chapter 13: From the 

‘New Order’ to the ‘Re-ordering’. 
Assignment: Participate in Week 10 Discussion Session! 

 

Week 11 
 
11.1 November 3 
Caroline Finkel’s Osman’s Dream: The History of the Ottoman Empire, Chapter 14: A Crisis of 

Identity. 
Ottoman History Podcast: Ottomans, Orientalists, and 19th-Century Visual Culture 

http://www.ottomanhistorypodcast.com/2020/01/ottoman-paintings.html 
 
11.2 November 5 
Caroline Finkel’s Osman’s Dream: The History of the Ottoman Empire, Chapter 15: The 

Islamic Empire. 
Assignment: Participate in Week 11 Discussion Session! 

 

Week 12 
 
12.1 November 10 
Caroline Finkel’s Osman’s Dream: The History of the Ottoman Empire, Chapter 16: The Storm 

before the Calm. 
Ottoman History Podcast: WWI and the Ottoman Home Front 

http://www.ottomanhistorypodcast.com/2013/08/world-war-i-ottoman-empire.html 
 

http://www.ottomanhistorypodcast.com/2016/08/levni.html
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12.2 November 12 
Cemal Kafadar, “The Question of Ottoman Decline” 

Assignment: Participate in Week 12 Discussion Session! 
 

Week 13 
 
13.1 November 17 
Andrew Herscher and András Riedlmayer, “Monument and Crime: The Destruction of 

Historic Architecture in Kosovo” 
http://tinyurl.com/ybm3g723 

Denisa Kostovicova, “The portrayal of the yoke: The Ottomans and their rule in the post-1990 
Albanian-language history textbooks” 

 
13.2 November 19 
ESSAY QUIZ #3 
 

Week 14     
 
14.1 November 24 
Final Paper Presentations! 

 
14.2 November 26 – NO CLASS! 
 
Week 15 
 
15.1 December 1 
Final Paper Presentations! 
 
15.2 December 3   
Final Paper Presentations! 
 

Week 16 – Finals Week 
 
16.1 December 8 
Zoom office hours from 11-12 and 3:30-5. 

 

FINAL EXAM DUE: December 11, by 11:59pm to D2L 

 

http://tinyurl.com/ybm3g723

