
Student Forum 
November 17, 2010 
 
Prior Issues: 
 

1. Student who attended football game and paid $5.00:  signs have been erected notifying 
students that they can enter the games for free. 

2. Meal plan change:  addressed by Dennis Koch. 
3. Campus Signage:  addressed by Facilities.  New signage will be going up all over campus and 

should be completed shortly after the holidays. 
4. Security at Prairie Crossing:  addressed by Dr. Ray Green.  Contact Dr. Green for further 

clarification. 
5. Crosswalk Safety Measures:  available data shows number of accidents has decreased. 
6. Extended Cafeteria Hours:  hours will be extended during study times; however, requests have 

not been substantial enough to add additional hours. 
 
Current Issues: 
 

1. Shopping Cart Agreement w/WalMart:  a student was pulled over by UPD despite the 
agreement with WalMart that shopping carts can be taken off premises. 

 
Response:  administration will notify UPD. 
 

2. Funding for Dawali Night; Event Locations; Sodexo Agreement:  a student explained the expense 
associated with Dawali night and requested that additional funds be made available in the 
future particularly because if organizations are required to use Sodexo for food service the 
expense can be overwhelming.  (Example, food brought in from an outside source would be 
$3,000 whereas Sodexo was asking $6,000 for same product.)  

 
Response:  students were encouraged to work with the Sam Rayburn Student Center 
(Student Activities Leadership Office - Wendy Morgan volunteered to spearhead) to 
discuss event options including location and food vendors.   Brian Nichols explained 
Sodexo liability issue with food brought in from outside vendors or brought from home. 
 

3. Variety/Selection of Food in Cafeteria catering to International Students:  a student explained 
that many of the international students are not used to eating American food and would 
appreciate cafeteria options more in keeping with their traditional diet. 

 
Response:  Dean Nichols thanked the student for her comment and noted that A&M-
Commerce is very interested in meeting the needs of all students and welcomes the 
opportunity to meet with students and Sodexo to work on menu options.  He asked the 
student to contact him to set up a meeting. 
 

4. Crosswalks:  a student expressed thanks that the crosswalk issue that was discussed at the 
previous meeting had been resolved. 

 
 



5. Unlimited Meal Plan Question:  a student with an unlimited meal plan asked why he wasn’t able 
to swipe his card for another student who had lost his ID card. 
 

Response:  Dean Nichols explained that in general, it wouldn’t make sense for the 
university to allow students with unlimited meal plans to regularly swipe for other 
students.  However, he indicated that the Cafeteria staff will be made aware that if a 
student has lost their card, they should still be allowed to eat in the cafeteria for a 
reasonable period of time until the card can be replaced.  He also noted that if the Mane 
Card office is open, the student could simply walk down and get a new card made and 
then utilize the cafeteria.   
 
 

Announcements: 
1. Residential Living & Learning Town Hall Meeting held monthly to address resident concerns.  

Next meeting 11/30/10 at 4:00 p.m. in SRSC Visions. 
2. Student Forum being videotaped for viewing by all students, including those at other campus 

locations. 


